	Date
	Time
	Program
	Speaker
	Location

	25.4.2014
	5 PM
	Opening Ceremony
	EUJS, WUJS, MC
	Memorial Center

	
	
	Speech
	Goran Sadikarijo, CEO of Memorial Center
	Memorial Center

	
	
	Speech
	Tomislav Iliev, President of the board of Holocaust Fund of the Jews from Macedonia
	Memorial Center

	
	7 PM
	Kabbalat Shabbat
	EUJS & WUJS
	Community

	
	8 PM
	Shabbat Dinner
	Macedonian Youth
	Community

	
	
	
	
	

	26.4.2014
	
	Free Morning
	
	

	
	2 PM
	„Building the Foundation“, eplanation of relection groups, photo gallery, ground rules, etc.
	Stephanie Lecesne, CEJI and Jane Braden-Golay, EUJS
	Holocaust Memorial Center

	
	3 PM
	Coffee Break
	
	Holocaust Memorial Center

	
	3.30 PM
	„Examining the impact of the Holocaust on our own identity“
	Stephanie Lecesne, CEJI
	Holocaust Memorial Center

	
	5.30 PM
	Reflection groups 
	Reflection group leaders
	

	
	5.45 PM
	Free time
	
	

	
	7 PM
	Dinner
	
	Hotel Anja

	
	8 PM
	Havdala
	EUJS & WUJS
	Hotel Anja

	
	8.30 PM
	Evening Program
	Rebeka Mucheva
	??

	
	
	
	
	

	27.4.2014
	10 AM
	The development of Holocaust education: Case Study of Yad Vashem
	Yoni Berrous, Yad Vashem
	Memorial Center

	
	11 AM
	Coffee Break
	
	Memorial Center

	
	11.15 AM
	Presentation of Memorial Center
	Viktorija Sarkisjan,

Maja Susha
	Memorial Center

	
	Noon
	Lunch
	
	Memorial Center

	
	1 PM
	Facing our Past: Collective Memory and History
	Todor Cepreganov, PhD
	Memorial Center

	
	2 PM
	Coffee Break– energizers in between (5-15 min.)
	
	

	
	2.30 PM
	Two Sides of the Medaillon – The Holocaust and the Balkans
	Teon Djingo, PhD
	Holocaust Memorial Center

	
	5 PM
	Activitiy on EUJS & WUJS
	Jane Braden-Golay, EUJS, and Nathan Chicheportiche, WUJS
	Memorial Center

	
	6.30 PM
	Dinner
	
	Hotel Anja

	
	8 PM
	Reflection Groups
	EUJS & WUJS
	Holocaust Memorial Center

	
	8.30 PM
	„The Third Half“ Movie
	
	Holocaust Memorial Center

	
	
	
	
	

	28.4.2014
	9 AM
	Visit of the Tobacco Factory (Monopol), Workshop and debate on „How do we remember?“
	Workshop lead by Yoni Berrous, Yad Vashem
	Tobacco Factory Monopol



	
	
	Workshop on the role of Jewish youth in commemorating and educating
	Jane Braden-Golay, EUJS, and Andi Gergely, WUJS
	Holocaust Memorial Center

	
	Noon
	Yom Hashoa ceremony
	
	

	
	1.30 PM
	Quick Lunch
	
	

	
	2 PM
	Background on Yom Hashoa
	Yoni Berrous, Yad Vashem
	

	
	3 PM
	Departure to Canyon Matka
	
	There are 10 caves at Matka Canyon, with the shortest in length being 20 metres (65.6 feet) and the longest being 176 metres (577.4 feet). The canyon also features two vertical pits, both roughly extending 35 metres (114.8 feet) in depth.

	
	8 PM
	Dinner
	
	Hotel Anja

	
	9 PM
	Reflection Groups
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	29.4.2014
	8.30 AM
	Departure for Bitola (day trip)
	
	On the way to Bitola we will visit Arcelogical Site Stobi, the oldest synagogue in the Balkans - 1st-2nd century AD, and oldest Bitola: Jewish cementry in the Balkans

	
	7 PM
	Dinner
	
	Hotel Anja

	
	8.30 PM
	Reflection Groups
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	30.4.2014
	9 AM
	Action Planning: What do we take home?
	Jane Braden-Golay, EUJS, and Andi Gergely, WUJS
	Holocaust Memorial Center

	
	11 AM
	Evaluation and wrap-up
	Jane Braden-Golay, EUJS, and Andi Gergely, WUJS
	

	
	Noon
	Lunch, departures
	
	


FACING OUR PAST: COLLECTIVE MEMORY AND HISTORY

March 11th, 1943 is a date  strongly carved into the memory of the Jewish people as well as the Macedonian people because it is associated with the deportation of the Jewish community from Macedonia by the occupying Bulgarian military, police and administration authorities during World War II. The fate of the Jewish people in general was sealed on January 20th, 1942, at the Wansee Conference at which 15 German "horsemen of the apocalypse", 8 of whom held PHD’s, distributed their inhuman protocol  for "the final solution to the Jewish question, " which envisaged  the extinction of 11 milion Jews.
On June 10-th, 1945, in his speech to the survivors of Dachau, D-r Zalman Grinberg, a Jewish Doctor who managed to survive the marches of death declared:

„Hitler lost every battle on every front, except the battle against defenseless and unarmed men, women and children! He won the war against the European Jews". And he was truly right. And among those Jews were the Macedonian and Thracian Jews.

In history, these days, it is never the case that events are genuinely forgotten. . Various regimes have tried to control memory through dictatorial or totalitarian methods: they may manipulate history, or try to push certain historical individuals and events under the carpet, so to speak. We can all offer cases when certain political echelons have tried to use such tactics for political ends: they are legion, and well-known. But such efforts, almost always, return, like a boomerang. In the end, everybody sees that "the emperor has no clothes" and they—and we—have  to face the facts, no matter how difficult or painful they may be.  It can be said that the history is collective memory and collective memory is history. Acknowledging that correlation, we also acknowledge the imperative to re-explore certain individuals and events. In that process, some aspects of what we thought we knew may turn out to be false, and new aspects may be added in their place; in the end, we learn, the truth is never totally erased, as long as memory endures.
This brings me to the essence of the issue before us: What is the collective memory of the Jewish community in Macedonia? Does Darko Markovski’s movie, the Third Half, work to create hatred between Macedonian and Bulgarian people? Does the film contain historical untruths, or is it correct in historical context? And more provocatively: why didn’t the Macedonian people themselves save their own Jewish neighbors? And finally: Is it possible to run away from one’s own history?

Let me take these questions in order. First, regarding the collective memory of the Jewish community in Macedonia: that community now consists of around 280 people, who are the descendants of those who survived the Holocaust. We need to ascertain, and respect, their memory, or lack of memory, of the horror of what happened to their relatives, as well as whom they hold responsible, and whether they feel  any hatred towards the perpetrators.

Self-evidently, post-war generations have no direct memory of the Holocaust: in general, all they know about the Holocaust comes from what victims transferred to them through their memoirs and from the recollections of survivors. They supplement that knowledge-base by drawing from the histories, novels and  poems that they have read, as well as the photographs, movies, films, and video testimonies that they have seen throuhout the years. They remember the long days and nights in the company of the survivers, listening to their shocking, disturbing stories, until their lives, loves and losses became parts of their own stories. 

From what I know from conversations with members of the Jewish community in Macedonia over many years, elderly members have avoided talking about the events of World War II. They had suffered a major trauma, and didn't want to pass it to the next generations. But their attempt to protect their descendants, ulitmately, has been unsuccessful, as the truth slowly but surely surfaced. The shock for the young offspring has been enormous. Facing the truth was very painful, that they are members of a community of around 300 which once consisted of over 10,000 souls. After this their search began for the executors of that murderous act, in which 11,000 people were killed solely on the basis of racial or religious differences.
The search has lead them to the undeniable fact that the executors of that monstrous act were the Bulgarian administration and military-police forces who were occupiers in Macedonia and allies of Nazi Germany. The Bulgarian authorities in Macedonia were accomplices in one of the biggest atrocities in the history of human kind, which cannot be forgotten or forgiven by virtue of the successful rescue of the Jewish community in Bulgaria itself. All of that lives in the memories of today’s Jewish commmunity, as well as the memories of those Macedonian families whose members witnessed all that was happening that day in Bitola, Skopje, Stip and than in the monopoly in Skopje. Can that be erased as if it never happened, a whole country with amnesia? Certainly not. It lives in the memory and is passed from generation to generation. There is no amnesia in a nation's memory. Memory is tireless, regardless of how far  and how fast somebody wants to run away. In the end the past catches up with us all, with the power to hurt us where it hurts most, in our conscience. The past must be addressed: hence the need that societies often experience, for some kind of lustration, purification, or catharsis. 
On the second question, regarding Darko Markovski’s movie: its basis is the theme of forbidden love, in this case between a Macedonian boy and a Jewish girl. She is rejected by her father, because her love crosses religious and national boundaries. This is a common motif in the Balkans, where things like that happen commonly every day. But what is it that has provoked the reaction of some Bulgarian national, scientific and public individuals? It is without a doubt the context in which the story plays out—that is, the period when Bulgaria was aligned with fascist forces, and was an ally with Hitler fighting against the forces of the anti-fascists coalition. This was a historical period in which the entire administration of Macedonia,up to the Ohrid-Kicevo-Skopje line of division and the control of all military and police forces, was in the hands of Bulgarian state. The events in the movie occur exactly  at that time, and in those conditions. There is nothing made up, nothing historically incorrect.

There are no specific scenes that preach hatred. On the contrary, we are confronted with scenes that represent the bold rough reality of a particular (bad) time—in which one Jewish community from Macedonia was forced to take the one way journey to the death camps. But it wasn't just a singular act of waving them goodbye with no return, but rather an elaborate plan, conceived in Nazi Germany, and approved and put into action, in all its incremental steps, by the Bulgarian King and political elite . The Jews in Bulgaria, and in newly freed areas had first to be turned into people with no rights. That legislation was introduced by the King and the political elite of those times: who thereby bear responsibility for what happened to the Jews in Bulgaria and in the newly freed areas in Macedonia and Thrace. Without doubt, responsibility should be shared by those who executed and accomplished all the horrible events--Bulgarian  administration, Bulgarian military and policy and/or the Bulgarian king and members of his government.

On the third question, of historical accuracy, the film is fully correct. The imagery of the movie is faithful to the way of life in those times, as confirmed by large numbers of photographs and documentary movies recorded by Bulgarian representatives for propaganda purposes. The director has just transferred to the screen what he held as a historical fact. He has neither added nor omitted anything. The fact that after so many years someone finds the facts unpleasant, or is unwilling to accept the reality of acts committed by his fellow-nationals in the past, is a problem only that person can solve. And that for sure demands  reconsideration of their own, or their nation’s conscience. That’s difficult, but necessary.

Regarding the fourth question, of Macedonian culpability; this is a question that has recently been raised, most frequently in some Bulgarian circles, asking wh Macedonian people didn't save “their” Jews. That’s a really intriguing question, which reveals a lot of ill-will, but which also has many dimensions. Let's take them in order. The Macedonian people in 1941, by Hitler's order, were living under Bulgarian occupation. Distrust toward Macedonians was so great that if they want  to be part of the administrative-educational system were sent to Bulgaria for additional education or  people were brought from the old parts of Bulgaria. So perhaps the question should be re-phrased: What responsibility do the Macedonian people bear for the introduction of anti-Jewish laws which denied their full humanity, robbed them of their property, and used them as a disposable labor force? 
In the period of Bulgarian occupation, Macedonians were themselves subjected to assimilation and denationalisation by the Bulgarian authorities—so that any sense that this was a mission of liberation was quickly lost. Partisan squads were formed to fight the occupiers, and the Bulgarian authorities were quick to organize trials against Macedonian partisans, and issue death penalties. This didn't pass unnoticed by the people. The shooting of twelve young people in Vatasha, for example, or the Dabnik slaughter, were widely known. Those were sons and daughters of Macedonian parents, who had their own friends and relatives. Internments were also common, of those who disagreed with the Bulgarian authorities. 

What was once imagined as liberation turned into a reality of occupation: Macedonian people were themselves subjected to presecution. And now, to add contemporary insult to past injury, some Bulgarian commentators ask Macedonians to take responsibility for failing to resist when Jews were sent to the death camp of Treblinka.  In all honesty, when I was first asked this question by a Bulgarian collegue, I was stunned. He asked me to consider the fact that in Bulgaria, the bishop and people managed to save the country’s Jews. So I asked him in return, why the Bulgarian bishop didn't think to send a message to the Bulgarian church leaders in Macedonia to do the same; they were, after all, the ecclesiastical leaders of the time, who claimed to be the spiritual guides of Macedonia’s Orthodox population.  . My point is simple: How can a nation under occupation, with its citizens private lives, as well as all its institutions of civil and religious society under the control of an outside power,  organize mass civil disobedience on that scale? Macedonians did attempt to bring food to the Jews in the Monopoly; those efforts were intercepted by, and also prompted threats from the Bulgarian officers who secured the monopoly. So again, we can turn the question around: why didn’t the Bulgarian guards receive orders from their superiors in Bulgaria, to treat Macedonia’s Jews more humanely?

There wasn't any order of that kind because the Bulgarian political elite had already issued the order for deportation of the Macedonian Jews. It is known that a number of Macedonian families, even at the cost of their lives, managed to hide some number of Jews. Macedonian communists, too, through their intelligence work, warned the Jewish community about what was coming, and and urged them to flee. Some, in fact,  joined  partizan squads.
Macedonians, then, did what they could.  The way that their failure to do more has been manipulated to somehow diminish Bulgarian complicity in the most monstrous crime against humanity in history is really unprecedented and ridiculous. Instead of accepting their own state’s responsibility, some Bulgarians now seek to impose that responsibility on others. But  undeniable historical facts, and the memories of the survivors and ordinary people who witnessed everything which happened to the Jews in those times, fully demonstrate the real truth and completely deny the lies, untruths and efforts to shift responsibility
And in the end, is it possible to run away from one’s own history? However much you want to achieve that, in the end you will have to face the fact that you're wasting your time. Nobody has ever out-run history;  it chases you like a shadow which will never leave you.. Or as Jovan Donev says, "the ideas and actions of our predecessors are hollowly strings attached to our legs. There is no nation in this world that can manage to release itself from them. The only thing that exists is the possibility of relief from the weight, which would open the possibility for faster movement forward". 
The past is a shadow which always hovers over the present, and the more you are aware of that shadow, the easier is to find relief in the present or future. She constantly follows you and warns you that something is wrong with your consciences. If you don't make it happen, some day, some other generation will have to face with what you had not courage to face. But then you’ll also stand accused, and share the responsibility. Certainly facing the truth can be painful, traumatic, but trying to sweep it under the carpet, or ignore it, only increases the pain and trauma for you, and for future generations.

,I will finish by going back to where I started. The movie itself is a memorial, a painful recollection of one tragedy of the Jewish community in Macedonia. A tragedy which led to alterations in demography in the Balkans and especially in Macedonia because 98% of the deported Jews were executed. Even up to day, it remains a topic for discussion.
The tragic event of the Jews is still being transferred throughout generations. All the time. Year by year. That is the answer of  the question of whether, and how it is possible to forget to remember. According to German historian Horst Miller, "people who suppress their own memories are either sick or getting sick". He considers that "no modern civilization has managed without the memories of the history" and that "civilization without history, is theoretically unacceptable and practically impossible". In simple words, no one can avoid their own history.

Respected colleagues, please be assured that what has been discussed today has no intention to accuse somebody, least of all those generations that don't even remember the Holocaust. It is human to forgive, but it is also important for our humanity not to forget. That is important because forgetting can lead to repetition of evil and injustice. We are witnesses of similar events in modern European history. Instead of the life-work of scholars,  history is becoming a weapon for mass destruction in the hands of politicians and nationalist romantics. History itself is becoming apocalyptic. That is not its purpose. Its purpose in its very basics is to demonstrate the development of human kind from the beginnings of times up to today. That we are all part of that history and differences should be respected. What has happened to the Jews is a lesson that has to be learned by all for it never to happen again, ever.

