 HISTORY EDUCATION BEYOND BORDERS 
HOW CAN WE SHARE OUR CULTURAL HERITAGE? 
21ST EUROCLIO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT COURSE 
OHRID, MACEDONIA (31 MARCH-6 APRIL 2014) 
ACCOMMODATION: METROPOL HOTEL 
PROGRAMME 
31 March 2014 Arrival of participants & Welcome to Skopje 
All day Arrivals 
Morning & Early afternoon Optional programme for early arriving participants in Skopje (city tour provided by ANIM Members) 

15:30 Departure to the opening reception at the EU Delegation (guided by the organizers, the meeting point is TCC Plaza Hotel) 

16:00 Opening reception (location: EU delegation info centre) 

EU Head of Delegation Welcoming Words 

16.10 EUROCLIO President Sylvia Semmet 
16.20 EUROCLIO Board Member and Local Coordinator Mire Mladenovski, ANIM Board Member and Local Coordinator Besnik Emini 
16.40 Dutch Ambassador, Marriët Schuurman, and 1st Secretary to Embassy of Sweden in Skopje, Johanna Säfström to address the participants on important historical relations of the region 

17.00 Snacks, Drinks and the opportunity to meet and greet. 
19:00 Departure to Ohrid by buses from TCC Plaza Ice-breaking activity: getting to know each other better 
22:00 (expected) Arrival in Ohrid (late canteen dinner will be provided upon arrival) 

1 April 2014 Europe and the World 
08:30 Registration by Agency with EUROCLIO Secretariat 

09:30 Official Opening Ceremony 

 Opening speech by Minister of Education Spiro Ristovski 
 Welcome by Borce Nikolovski, on behalf of Minister of Culture 

 Welcome to Ohrid by Mayor Nikola Bakracheski 
 Programme Explanation by Mire Mladenovski and Jonathan Even-Zohar 
10:30 Coffee break 

11.00 Key Notes (moderated by Mire Mladenovski) 

 Keith Brown (Boston University, USA), Regional Cultural Heritage – A Common History? 
 Todor Cepreganov (Institute of National History, faculty of history University of Stip, Republic of Macedonia), How has History Teaching developed in Macedonia? 
 Boban Petrovski (Faculty of Philosophy of Skopje), Europe and the Region viewed through Ohrid’ Rich History 
12:30 Lunch at the hotel 

14:00 International Parallel Workshops (EUROCLIO ambassadors report and evaluation moment) 

1. Title: Educational board games as a tool for teaching modern history of the European community by Anna Brojer, Małgorzata Żuławnik 
2. Title: History and futures education by Drs. G.M. van Gaans, P.R.L. Tak 
3. Title: Comics in your classroom – The possibilities of teaching diversity with “New Friends” by Nora Hammidi 
4. Title: Teaching World History. Theme: Golden Ages by Marian Heesen, Joke Noordstrand 
5. Title: The uneasy destiny of Christmas and New Year tree by Beso Lordkipanidze 
6. Title: Art and Regime by Denis Detling 
7. Title: Teaching History for Democratic Citizenship. Danish Strategies on the Topic: Minorities and Tolerance by Klaus Bjerre 
15:30 Coffee break 

16:00 Presentation of EUROCLIO Programmes 

16:30 Creative closure first day (moderated by Mire Mladenovski and Jonathan Even- Zohar) 

17:00 End Day 1 
18:00 Optional programme: History for health: basketball, volleyball, tennis tournament (subscription to be done in advance) 

20:00 Dinner in hotel 

21:30 Intercultural drinks with sweets and drinks 

2 April 2014 Bitola Day 
08:30 Departure from the hotel to Bitola in buses 

09:30 Schools and institutes visits in small groups (Primary, Secondary, and University) 

Introduction to school history and programmes (coffee and tea provided) 

11:00 Student led city tour in small groups, including free time 

13:00 Lunch in city centre 

14:30 Departure to WWI cemeteries: 

15:00 “Remembering: 100 Years The Great War” Address by Auer Laurence, Ambassador of France and Gudrun Steinacker, Ambassador of Germany 

16:30 Departure to Heraclea Lyncestis, ancient city near Bitola 

18.00 Cocktail Dinner Reception 

21:00 Departure to Ohrid 

3 April 2014 Connecting people through history 
09:00 Presentation on History that Connects Project: How to Teach Sensitive and Controversial Issues in Former Yugoslavia project: 

 Chief editor, Bojana Dujkovic-Blagojevic 
 Ceremonial launch of the new material 

9:20 Active panel on How to Reconcile by Sharing History Education and Cultural Heritage? 

 Albert Hani (Deputy Country Dire tor, ForumZFD, Macedonia) 
 Bojana Dujkovic-Blagojevic (Board Member EUROCLIO-HIP, Bosnian Association of History Educators & Chief-Editor of EUROCLIO Publication 2014) 
 Ties Schelfhout (Programme Director, IHJR, The Netherlands) 
 Nenad Sebek (Director of CDRSEE- Centre for Democracy and Reconciliation in South East Europe) 
 Kristina Biceva (Adviser on International Projects and Activities for Protection of Cultural Heritage, Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Macedonia) 
 Aleksandra Krstovic (Project Manager, Organisation for Security and Coopera-tion in Europe, OSCE Mission to Bosnia-Herzegovina) 
 Ivana Nakikj (Head of Secretariat of the RCC Task Force on Culture and Society) 
Moderator: Jonathan Even-Zohar, Director of EUROCLIO – European Association of History Edu-cators 
11:00 Coffee break 

11:30 7 Workshops (History that Connects: How to Teach Sensitive and Controversial Issues in Former Yugoslavia) 

1. Title: Resistance of Minorities. The Case of Kosovo Albanians in the Kingdom of Slovenes, Croats and Serbs by Donika Xhemajli 
2. Title: "I don’t know whose those airplanes are, but the bombs are ours". Allied 

bombing of Yugoslavia during during Second World War by Milos Vukanovic 
3. Title: Yugoslav Falcon - youth organization or political party? By Sanja Perosic, Igor Jovanovic 
4. Title: Sarajevo Assassination - Act of Heroism or a Crime? By Melisa Foric 
5. How did Economic Differences in Kingdom of Yugoslavia affect cooperation among nations? By Vanja Zidar, Irena Paradzik 
6. Were the Balkan Wars fought for Liberation of Conquest? By Mire Mladenovski 
7. Title: Endangered State? The Terrorism in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia by Emina Zivkovic 
13:00 Lunch 

14:00 7 Workshops (4 local and 4 regional examples of good teaching practices) 

1. Title: Apple of Discord: Was the "Agrarian Question" in Bosnia and Herzegovina political or economic? By Edin Radusic, Bahrudin Besirevic 
2. Title: Teaching the Balkan Wars: A Lesson Plan How to Teach War in order to Secure Peace by Prof. Dr. Christina Koulouri 
3. Title: Retelling history. How to teach history in a diverse society by Besnik Emini 
4. Title: How far did the Paris Conference prove to be significant for the people on the Balkans? By Iljo Trajkovski 
5. Title: Challenges of teaching history in Macedonia from the perspective of History Teachers Association by Borce Veljanoski 
6. Title: Literate of Obedient? Education in Kingdom of Slovenes, Croats and Serbs by Bojana Dujkovic – Blagojevic 
7. Title: Two cities, two statues, one cultural heritage? The case of Skopje and Thessaloniki by Kalle Stella 
15:30 Coffee break 

16:00 Dialogue tables for dialogue, networking and new cooperation 

19:30 Dinner 

21:00 Pub Quiz: Fun and challenge together 

4 April 2014 On-site Learning on the lake 
Means of transport: Bus and Boats 

09:00-22:00 On-site learning in Ohrid, Struga, Valley of the Bones (Zalevnokostika) and Sindnam 

5 April 2014 History teaching in Europe 
08:30 Registration and payment of membership fees with EUROCLIO secretariat 

09:00 EUROCLIO General Assembly (until 12:00) 

12:30 Lunch at the hotel 

13:30 7 Parallel international workshops 

1. Title: The game of throne in Poland. Was Polish parliament reallly so chaotic? By Krzysztof Mrozowski, Jacek Staniszewski 
2. Title: Who is the “other” now? History teachers' attitudes on teaching controversial and traumatic topics in secondary education schools in Greece, in the context of crisis: contacting neighbouring countries by Vassiliki Sakka 
3. Title: The teaching and learning of historical time in primary school by Marjan de Groot-Reuvekamp 
4. Title: Is it important to teach the history of the Balkan Region in the rest of Europe? - Especially with an emphasis on examples from Bulgarian and Macedonian history by Peder Jacob Ellehave Kragh 
5. Title: When art collides with history: how teachers can address human rights through history and art by Chris Rowe 
6. Title: Historiana in the classroom. Which key questions work with WWI recruitment posters? By Ineke Veldhuis-Meester 
7. Title: 1914-2014: Teaching WWI from the legacy of today by Martin Liepach 
15:00 Coffee break 

15:30 Key note: Future of history education in Europe (tbc) 

16:30 Concluding session & Announcement of EUROCLIO Annual Conference 2015, by Mire Mladenovski, Besnik Emini, Aysel Gojayeva, Judith Geerling and Jonathan Even-Zohar 
17:00 Free time 

20:00 Gala Dinner in the hotel. Farewell speech by Joke van der Leeuw-Roord (EUROCLIO Founder and Special Advisor) and others. 

Featuring: Folk dancing group Kulturno Umetnichko Drushtvo and karaoke hosted by HTC-experts 

6 April 2014 Departure of participants 
Departures from Ohrid in group buses 

Optional programme in Skopje (for late departures, ANIM guides) 

EUROCLIO COORDINATORS 
Aysel GOJAYEVA is a post-graduate student from Leiden University in the Netherlands in MA European Union Studies. She wrote her MA thesis in the topic: European Neighbourhood Policy and Conflict Resolution in the South Caucasus. Her BA degree was in the field of Methodology of Teaching For-eign Languages: English. Before her studies in the Netherlands, she was ac-tively involved into the youth work as the elected board member of Euro-pean Students’ Association Baku Public Union (AEGEE-Baki) in her home country Azerbaijan. Aysel was later elected a multiplier of the Youth In Action Programme (YIA) within SALTO Eastern Europe and Caucasus Resource Centre supported by the European Commission and held this position from March 2009 till September 2010. This position gave her an opportunity to enrich her under-standing and experience in European youth work and share her experience with local NGO repre-sentatives in Azerbaijan mainly in the field of project acquisition within YIA programme. Currently she is a Project Manager at EUROCLIO. Her activities are mainly framed within coordination of in-ternational training seminars, and management of the Sharing History, Cultural Dialogues Project. 

Jonathan EVEN-ZOHAR, NL, (MA), Director at EUROCLIO, has a degree in His-tory from Leiden University, relating to World-Historical perspectives in His-tory Education with an honorary Crayenborgh-degree in Islam and Europe. At EUROCLIO he has managed History Education Projects in Bulgaria, Cyprus and Former Yugoslavia including various visits to the countries, international con-ferences, seminars and workshops. Within these projects, many aspects of publishing, curriculum development, political influence and general attitudes towards History Edu-cation are developed. At the EUROCLIO Secretariat he is responsible for office and financial opera-tions and staff coordination, as well as the running of the program History that Connects: How to Teach Sensitive and Controversial History in the Countries of Former Yugoslavia. 
Judith GEERLING obtained a BA (2010) and MA (2012) in International Rela-tions at the Rijksuniversiteit Groningen, the Netherlands, where she specialized in international security, for which she did an internship at the Human Rights Department of the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs. She also obtained a MA (2011) in Conflict Studies and Human Rights at the University of Utrecht, for which she did three months of fieldwork and an internship with the local NGO Fambul Tok in Sierra Leone, Africa, researching political trust. Although not a graduate in history, she is very interested in the role history education can play in conflict preven-tion and sustaining peace in conflict-affected regions. Currently she is a Project Manager at EUROCLIO, responsible for coordination of international training courses, management of 

“Historiana – Your Portal to the Past”, and the Head of Network position of the Dutch Network of the Anna Lindh Foundation. 

LOCAL COORDINATORS 
Besnik EMINI was born in 1977 in Tetovo, Republic of Macedonia. He graduated in history at University of Skopje in 2002. He has finished master studies at the same university in 2009. He is specialist for history of Balkan nations during the 18th and beginning of 19th century, national awakening and creation of national states in the Balkan. His is preparing his PhD dissertation. Right now he is researcher at the Institute for Cultural and Spiritual Heritage of Albanians in Skopje, Republic of Macedonia. He is expert in history and history education, textbook author, giving workshops/lecturers, teacher trainer. From 2001 till 2008 he has worked as history teacher. In 2008 he was appointed as a president of State exam history commission for the elementary school history teachers. He is active member and one of founders of History Teachers´ Association of Macedonia (Member of Euro Clio). He has participated in workshops and seminars, conferences and other activities in Macedonia and other countries. He is also one of the authors of recent history project in Macedonia „Retelling History“(2007). Hi is promoting the idea that history should be treated without borders, and also textbooks should contain more lessons about modern-current history, and that school-education systems must pay more attention on human subjects in the age of technology to stop dehumanization of human beings. His passions are languages, museums and bookshops. He has participated in several local and international seminars and workshops. 

Mire MLADENOVSKI was born in 1967 in Macedonia. He graduated from the History Department of the Faculty of Philosophy in Skopje in 1991. Since 1992 he has been working in a primary school. He participated in a number of international conferences and projects. He is a co-author and an editor of supplementary teaching material for secondary schools “Understanding the past, learning for the future” and an author of the CD with the same title. He is also an author and editor of many other teaching materials. He is an expert for using the Information- communication technology in teaching, and is an accredited trainer for modern history teaching. He is currently involved as an editor in a web application initiative of EUROCLIO - HISTORIANA (online, interactive multimedia tool for historians). Besides, he is one of the founders and currently President of the ANIM (Association of History Educators of Macedonia).
TRANSITION AND THE MACEDONIAN HISTORIOGRAPHY 

The establishment of the Macedonian state, on August 2nd, 1944, as a result of the victory of the Antifascist Coalition in the Second World War, introduced the basic changes into geographical and political map of the Balkans. This historical fact will completely become apparent after the disintegration from the Yugoslav Federation in 1991. Macedonia has proclaimed its independence as an independent and sovereign state in the Balkans, on September 8th, 1991. 

The Macedonian historiography is relatively recent and of the same age with the Macedonian state, as well. Its task from its own establishment was and it still is to find out and interprete the processes the Macedonian people has passed through in its millennium existence in the Balkans, discovering its own cultural and political inheritance. Taking this into consideration, the Macedonian historical science with its research works is supposed from a scientific point of view to study and present in front of the world both scientific and cultural sense for the creation of the Macedonian nation and affirmation of the Macedonian national statehood.

If we make a brief review of the Macedonian historiography development beginning from the establishment of the Macedonian state up to fall of the Berlin wall we may notice that at the same time along with forming of the personnel basis, the Macedonian view was also forming, the Macedonian historical doctrine in studying the historical and cultural inheritance of Macedonian people and minorities living in Macedonia. But, unlike the other Balkan states which had their own formations towards the end of XIX and beginning of the XX century, as independent states, and whose historiography could have developed within the framework of their own states, the Macedonian people was thrown into the embraces of the neighboring countries feeling strongly their assimilation attitudes and propagandas. Being under such a social, political and ideological matrix the Macedonian historiography found itself under political pressure. The basic features of the pressure were the efforts of a unilateral treatment of the historical past of the Macedonian people. But for the first time in the Macedonian history cultural and scientific Institutions were formed under the umbrella of the State, after the Second World War. The first national scientific institution in this field – The Institute for National History of R. of Macedonia was established in 1948. 

   At first, the research works were mainly directed toward the last war events, over-dimension of the workers’ and class movement, the communist’s role in the historical development of Macedonian people and the like. Both ideological and political requirements were put in the first plan. There was a psychological pressure to a great number of Macedonian historians expressed in the phenomenon called auto-censorship. It was a very risk work to be a historian during that period. The main tasks of the historians were to build up a cult toward communism and the new state Federative Yugoslavia. This situation had been lasting for almost fifty years. It was the only way to advance in the career. This was especially referring to the younger generation that was entering into the political and ideological matrix. However, apart from this approach, within this period, Macedonian historiography made crucial steps in its development. In this period, the Macedonian historiographers made a great number of research works in the neighboring Balkan countries (first of all in Bulgaria and Serbia, but Greece remained closed). In Albania, also, the researches were put out of action, too. The research works in Western Europe were mainly taking place in France and Great Britain, with limited number of research workers. 


However, after the fall of the Berlin wall there was an abundant flood of historical literature in Macedonia. The dissolution of Yugoslavia was result of a deeper economic and developmental contradictions which socialism, without democracy, without the protection of human rights and without a market economy could not have resolved. The turning point was no doubt the 14th Congress of YLC, held on January 1990.The events, disputes and the split at the 14th Party Congress had a cathartic effect on the public in Macedonia. They caused an immediate discharge of the party elite, a massive conversion and migration of the membership to the newly established parties and finally a reconsideration of the position of Macedonia in the federation. In this respect, the media and research workers revealed unfavorable facts unknown or partly known to the public. For example, those occurred during the period between 1947 and 1989, the development gap between Macedonia and the rest of the federation, particularly the development part had considerably deepened. Macedonia's role was to supply cheap food and raw material for the federation. The Macedonian economy was, like a tail, linked and dependent on the Serbian economy. The Macedonians were very little represented in the Yugoslav diplomatic service and military top echelons. The distribution and consumption of federal (Serbian) media, communication and cultural production in Macedonia far exceeded the consumption of native and local production. Historians revealed documents on the suppression and elimination (by secret services) of non-communist groups and well-known leaders striving for Macedonian independent statehood or union before or after Liberation in 1944. In the same time the press and the mass media   were publishing articles, monographs, interviews with persons who, were liberated from tights of previous policy and ideology, appeared on first plan, although according to their vocations they were not historians. In other words, we had a history from the base, from the people. And the Macedonian historiography found itself in front of a new politicization again.  One ideology was replaced with another. Judgments of the historians started, and there was an intention and possibility of disqualifying the achieved results. Considerations for certain processes, which were quite explained and discussed, were renowned. Historians-amateurs turned up and they imposed new politicization of Macedonian historiography. It was a politicization, which first of all, had a party note. The auto-censorship stepped again on the stage. The historiographers, in this period, excluding small number, did not enter into amateur arguments in the press and mass media. Such euphoria was lasting a few years and the issues turned up. The unproved and uncultivated critical thought could not endure the pressure of the time. These were only individual judgments, but not institutional. There were no new-formed institutions, engaged in the field of the history. There were and still are three main institutions engaged in the field of history in Macedonia: The Macedonian Academy of Science and Arts, the Institute of National history and the Faculty of Philosophy - Institute of History. However, the history, without previous research and discussed considerations, could only be an improvisation, necessity to realize the political requirements. During that period the below stated questions were opened which appeared in the center of historiography interest and the so-called "white spots” which in the period of communism were taboo themes.  This refers, first of all, to the questions about sentencing of persons after the end of the war without court proceedings, with omens of traitors or collaborators with the occupiers; persecuted persons for an idea of sovereign and independent Macedonia after the end of the war; the attitudes of the previous authorities to the President of the Republic of Macedonia, Metodija Andonov-Chento who was accused for betrayal and collaboration with the western countries; the historical views about the ancient Macedonians.


In this period, a lot of events and persons turned up, who were neglected by the so-called Yugoslav historiography. Namely, in comparison with the previous period when mainly the common Yugoslav processes, events and persons as well as the National Liberation War (NLW) were taking the front positions, after 1990 there was a need of Macedonisation of the historiography. Special priority was given to the national-revolutionary period. The political history dominates. Regarding the oral history it is worth to mentioning that such a department existed in the Institute of National History but it stopped its work as unnecessary at the end of 1980-ies. So, at the moment in Macedonia, besides individual, there is no any other institution dealing with the oral history. It is the very case with the social history, as well. The lack of theoretically trained personnel concerning this problem unable direct engagement in the analytical processes and it is not possible to expect world-verified results.

The Macedonian historiography today is recording one permanent growth in relation to the research work at this moment. The major part of their time the Macedonian historians used to spend it both in the country and abroad. First of all, they are committed to researching topics which have not been enough researched in the Macedonian historiography. The research works of the Macedonian historians are mainly directed to the Bulgarian archives and libraries. Furthermore, the researches works are carrying out in Serbia and Albania. Major attention is being paid to the researches works in Great Britain, France, Germany, Austria and Russia. Macedonian historiographers have not been present on the American continent or in Australia yet due to lack of money. Great handicap of the Macedonian historians is the poor knowledge of foreign languages and the impossibility of obtaining foreign scholarships and participation in projects with foreign partners.


The Macedonian historiography, as a recent science has taken an approach from the older Balkan historiographies, which is deviated and has still deviated from the world tendencies. Due to selective recognized approach to the analysis of certain events and processes in the previous period, the opportunity for a global analytical approach towards the history of Macedonia and Macedonian people has been missed. Today, regarding this issue we are having some progress. The trial in the interdisciplinary approach is visible in the theoretical approach of explanation of the problems connected with the development of the Macedonian nation.


We would like to turn attention to one phenomenon, which has specially been characteristic in the course of the last few years. Namely, besides our research works in the Balkan countries and wider it is obvious at all that the connections with the neighboring historiography is quite on a low level. Lately, there were a number of scientific meetings where Bulgarians, Greeks, Serbs and other neighboring historians have been present, but the Macedonians have not been invited. Just for an example: there was a conference about the Balkan Wars was held in Thessalonica. Present Bulgaria, Greece, Serbia, Romania. Macedonia was neither invited, nor informed about it. There are some other examples similar to those above-mentioned, where the Macedonians were not invited. We do not know the reason, but it might be a question that could be speculated with.


Furthermore, we would like to turn our attention to the outlooks of Macedonian historiography. According to what is happening at the moment, we cannot be great optimists in the view of the historiography development in Macedonia. When we are saying this, we think of the relation of the state towards the historiography. The state is still financing the institutes dealing with the study of the history. But the obtained investments do not meet the real needs. None is stimulated to be interested in history nowadays, especially the young generation. Studying the classical and world languages, participation on the international scientific meetings are not on a proper level. This destimulates the young generation to devote itself to the difficult path of the science.

We are familiar with a lot of minorities in the Republic of Macedonia. All of them by their own consideration show a considerable interest in studying their cultural and historical inheritance. Nothing disputable, and quite natural. They have their own national country outside the borders of Macedonia where their history and past is supposed to be a subject of their interest. But they want to study it within the boundaries of Macedonia. In this respect, sometimes there is a situation of parallelism. And this makes sense of parallel entities. Even, there are differences in interpreting of the historical past and inheritance especially the events concerning the mutual part and struggle. Of course, this question needs serious consideration and elaboration.

The thematisation of the events before the Second World War are still in local Macedonian framework. The historians from the Institute of National History and others take into consideration only the events and persons from the Macedonian history. The professors from the University in their lectures refer to the fascism only in the context of the beginning of the Second World War. Detailed analyses what is fascism, does not exist. There is not any deeper consideration about our views concerning this question as well as the echo on the world, European and domestic political situation. The same refers to the events from the First World War.

The Holocaust in the Macedonian historiography is a topic that still stands in the margins. What we know and study about the Holocaust is the fact of deportation of Macedonian Jews to Aushwic in 1943. This is only one lecture, which has been thought in the schools in the frameworks of the Second World War. The systematic research and knowledge from the beginning until today in the whole process of education about the Holocaust from the Elementary to the University education is missing. It seems that we have not produced a staff yet capable to research and teach this on a University level.   

It is worth to mentioning that the main attention in Macedonian historiography up to 1989 was paid to the events and persons from the Second World War, and after 1989 to the events and person of the Ancient and National-revolutionary period. The period up to 1989 was the period when Macedonia obtained its independence and statehood within the frameworks of the Yugoslav Federation. Owing to this, this period was a priority subject matter from the University and National Institute History workers. The research works were mainly directed towards the role of the communists in the National Liberation Was in Macedonia as a part of the mutual struggle with the Yugoslav communists. The Department of the Institute of National history studying the period between 1941 and 1944 numbered 15 scientific workers at that time. On the other hand the Antique and Middle Ages Department of the Institute numbered only 2-3 scientific workers. The balance was the same with the other Departments. In other words, everything was directed towards glorification of the communism and the communists. Also, there was a process in which special attention was paid to the pro-Yugoslav history, i.e. to the events that have happened in Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia, Montenegro and Bosnia and Herzegovina. A priority was also given to the role of communists between the two world wars.  This process as a dogma existed until the dissolution of Federative Yugoslavia. 

Great changes have occurred in the thematization of the topics from the Second World War and afterwards after the events since 1991. But now all this had a reverse process, everything getting a Macedonian connotation. Everything, which had a pro-Yugoslavian connotation, was thrown out from the school and university textbooks. Now we had a process where thematization had a reverse process. Everything, connected with Macedonian history events and persons that were forbidden during the communist period, turned up on the stage. In the front came events from the period of Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization (IMRO), Ancient Macedonia, the nationalistic appearances during the Second World War for united and independent Macedonia, in its geographic and ethnic borders, the fate of the first Macedonian president Metodija Andonov Chento, the mass executions of the Communist after the war, the activity of the State Security Office (UDBA), persons who were against Yugoslav federation, the violances on the Nude Island (Goli Otok) etc.

The Macedonian historiography is still occupied with the ethnic cleansing of the Macedonians from the Aegean part of Macedonia after the Second World War, the situation of the Macedonians in the Pirin part of Macedonia, as well as the Macedonians abroad (America, Canada, Australia).

Since 1991 when Macedonia become an independent state nothing had happened in the transformation of the Institute of National History. Everything remained on the same level, even worse, than it was before. The Ministry of Education and science is still financing the activity of the Institute with limited investments which do not meet the needs in the field of research works and publication. In spite of this, the Institute of National History, as a result of previous research projects, published five volumes History of Macedonian People during the period between 2000 and 2003. Up to now there are only two periodicals in the field of history, such as: "The Herald" of the Institute of National History and "The History", a review of the Macedonian Historians Association. The main topics in the periodicals are mostly articles from the Macedonian history.

As it is known in 2001 (16th February) there was a conflict in Macedonia. A group of then so-called extremists started a fire with the Macedonian Army. This little clash for only a month became a real war when in March 2001 in Tetovo three NGO organized a meeting under the slogan "Stop with the state terrorism against Albanians".  The conflict lasted until August 2001. This conflict was followed by a wave of refugees - Macedonians and Albanians. Then, the Government of political unity in May 2001 was formed. As a result or this, after long negotiations, a Frame Agreement in Ohrid with the supervision of the European Union was signed on August 13, 2001. Until the present day moment we are in a phase of implementation of this agreement. This agreement is coming to its end by mutual understanding of both communities - Macedonians and Albanians.

Respectively, we became aware that the emotional explanation of the past and the traumas creating consciousness of hatred, revenge and national intolerance leads nowhere. There is a need of a new approach to a mutual respect, tolerance and bridges of closeness. We are sure that the Macedonian historiography is interested in such a development. We, as historians, are concerned, as much as we can, not to let the past be our future and repeat to us again.

