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Kire Filov
University “Goce Delchev”, Stip, Faculty of educational science
kire filovi@ugd edu mk

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY OF EMANUEL CHUCHEOV BEFORE AND AFTER
SECOND WORLD WAR™

Apstract

Emamuel Chuchkov, PhD | is a Macedonian politician socio-political activist, vice-
president of ASNOM, first minister from Macedonia in first post-war Yugoslavia, university
professor. He was born in Stip on 14 of November 1201, His family had close connections
with the Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Orgamization (IMRO). Chuchkov finished
elementary and high school in his born town He enrolled at the Faculty of Philosophy in
Belgrade, and after two years spend in Belgrade, he moved in new-opened University in
Skopje. He graduated on faculty of geography, history, ethnology, ethnography and Slav
philology in 1925,

His educational career begins in Ohrid in 1926 After the Skopje student affair, in
1927 he was arrested as a member of Youth Macedonian secret revolutionary organization.
In this frial he was released because there was a lack of evidence. But 11 members of the
organization were sentenced.

For the Serbian authorities he was suspicion there for they send him as a high school
teacher in Svilajnac. Unfil the Bulgarian occupation he was out of Macedonia. He formed his
family out of Macedonia.

After the Bulgarian occupation, Chuchkov, as a member of YMSRO, was hired by the
Bulgarian educational authorities, first, as a high school teacher, and later as a director of
Prilep and Skopje gyvmnasium His obligations as teacher and director Chuchkov performed
according the laws.

In 1943, Chmchkov joined the Action National committee of the liberation front. In
1944 he go out in partisans. The same vear, he became vice-president of ASNOM. In new
formed Ministry of Federal Units, in February 1945, Emanuel Chuchkov was the first
minister from Macedonia in post-war Yugoslavia government. This function he held until
March 19446, when he retum in Skopje, and became director of National assembly “Tanec™.
Later he became professor of Skopje University, faculty of economics, after he defend his
doctor thesis.

He died as a dean of Faculty of economy, on 1 of September 1967, in Belgrade.
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Emamuel Mane Cuchkov was born on 14/27 November 1901 in the well-known
revolutionary family in Stipsko MNovo selo. Here he attends primary school and then continues
the High school in Stip and Skopje. He enrolled in the Faculty of philosoply in Belgrade, but
after a Faculty of Philosophy was opened in Skopje, he transfers to this faculty in the
department of geography, ethnology and ethnography, historv and Slavic philology. In 1925
after graduating, he completed his military service in Petrovaradin and WNovi Sad.

Immediately after his graduation. he sent an appeal to the Ministry of Education of
the Kingdom Ywugoslavia and asked to be appointed for a service. After waiting for a few
months and without an answer to his appeal. he went to complete his nulitary service in
Jamary 1926, After completing the military service, he marnied Viktorija Petre Maneva on
14 November 1926 in the church “Assumption of Virgin Mary” in Stipsko Novo Selo®. At
this time when he is already a married man. he should acquire some basic conditions for the
life of his family.

His first job was in the High school in Ohrid. With the decision no. 14831 of the
Ministry of Education in the Kingdom Yugoslavija, starting from the 1* November 1926 he
was appointed for a teacher in this High Scool in Ohrid.* In 1927/28. after six months of
working, he was transferred in the High school in Svilajnac as a professor. “In Sviljanac he
was arrested as a member of MMTRO™, then he went through trial in Skopje™, but as a
result of deficiency of proofs. he was released. In april 1929 Cuchkov passed the public exam
for a professor for which he got a certificate® on 13 May the same year. He was appointed
for a vice president of the High school in Sviljanac, with the decision of the Ministry of
Education®’. Later from Smiljanac he is transfemred in Cacak®®. where he makes new
friendships and acquaintanceships. There he meets the pharmacist Gvozden Matik, who 1s
well-known democrat and oppositionist to the regime of the Kingdom Yugoslavia. The
meetings and friendly encounters of Cuchkov and Matic were noticed by the state authorities.
As a result of this and thanlks to the Minstry of Education, Emamue] Cuchkov was appointed
for a professor in the Bosnian city of Bjelina®. Matic opened a pharmacy in Stip. as was
suggested to him by Cuchkov. After the end of the 1933/33 school vear, Cuchkov wrofe an
appeal to the Ministry of Education and asked to continue his service the next year in his
native fown. His ingquiry was approved and on 18" Angunst 1934 he was transferred in Stip
with decree no. 26783 of the Ministry of Education of Kingdom Yugoslavia™.

In the school year 1934/35 Cuchkov started his geographv lectures in the High
School in Stip. About his davs as a professor mn Stip talked Aleksandar Agovski, who passed
away. He said: “The professor Cuchkov taught me in my 4™ class only for one semester. I
and my classmates followed his lectures very attenfivelv. As a specialist in his field, he was
meredible. He made friendship with the other professor and with us, the students, very
quickly. He and the professors Stevo Jovanovik and Sergej Mihajlov formed a mmsical
orchestra that became very popular in the High School and in the city. As a professor,

* ¥pam ma . Vemenne =a npeceera Boropoema”, MaTiTEa xEETA Ha semTamwTe, per. op. 117

lf JAPM. & Emasyen Uyusos, cxr. 1.1175.1.37/11%

*Co onnvea Ea MesncTepeTEoTo 23 mpocsera op. 2734 ox 8 despyape 1927 rogema, JAPM, &. Emasyea
Uy=xos, cer. 1.1175.1.39/121

* MagenoEca MIATHECES TAjE3 PEECTYIECESpES OpTaEEAMNE]2

* Oap=zas Bo Cxomje OpoTHE cTydesTETe T1emoEx Ha MMTPO, oa 15 moemepe g0 10 gekemapr 1927 rogesa
¥ Veepemme 6p 15413 ox 13 maj 1929 rommea, co xoe ce DOTEPAVER Jeka BO OpeTEEmeEwoT pok of 24 xo 30
amperz 1929 rogema Emasyen Uy=xos ro momomen opodecopesmor memer, JAPM, ¢ Emaymn Tywxos, cEr.
1.1175.1.42/125

¥ Oanyea Bp. 4947 ox 26 despyapz 1932 rogema, JAPM, &. Exasyen Tymos, cer. 1.1175.1.49/133
 Oanysa Gp. 19062 ox 26 jyee 1932 romesa, TAPM, ¢. Esmasyen Ty=xos, car. 1.1175.1.51/135

* Oanysa Gp. 31140 ox 5 cenremape 1933 rome=a, JAPM., ¢. Emasyen Tyaxos, car. 1.1173.1.5/136

3 TAPM, & Emamyen Uy=sos, cer. 1.1175.1.54/138
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Cuchkov became a favorite teacher of the students very quickly and he was nmch respected
very popular among the other people in ‘Eiti]:ll."‘11 i

After the assassination of the king Aleksandar ngiurgevik"?__ the Serbian regime
tightened 1ts measures against its oppositionists. The populanity of Emanuel Cuchkov among
the students and the professors could not be unnoticed by the senator Mihail Kalamatievik,
who was known in Stip as “Kalamatija” The suggestion by him and the educational
mspectorate, and with the decision of the Ministry of Education led to displacement of
Emanuel Cuchkov to a High School in the mountain Smederevka in the school year 1934/35.
#3 About this displacement, Cuchkov's wife says: “We had had just stabilized in the house of
my father in law Risto Cuchkov in Novo selo, when as a result of Kalamatiev’s warrant we
had to leave Stip with our small children in the middle of the winter and go to Smedervska
mountain.~**

After spending three vears in Smederevska Mountain, the Mimstry of Education
displaced im on 8% Jammary 1937 in the Turkish school in Skopje and because of that he
taught geography in Turkish.

A wear had almost passed when he was again transferred in the High School in
Eupnja. The family Cuchkovi changed its dwelling for eighth fime. These displacements
created discontent and anxiety in the family. At the end of the school year 1937/38, actually
on 18™ Mayl1938 with a new order, he was again transferred to the Turkish school in Skopje.

This transfer had a reason, of course. The Serbian authorities kmew for his activity in
MMTRO wlule he was a student. These fransferences were actually a punishment and
Cuchkov was sent to a kind of “re-education”™ Although he was unsatisfied from the
situation, he did his job, because he had to feed his fanuly of four members. He didn’t had a
permanent home, he was often made fo travel just to keep his job that provided him for
living.

Despite the lectures, Emanuel Cuchkov did scientific researches. In the symposium
“Glasnik™ in 1936, he published the article “The city of Sveti Nikole™ In 1938 he published
the articles: “Palestine and the Jewish question”. “The agronomy of SSSE™*°. In 1939 on the
University of Belgrade he subnutted a request for a doctorate dissertation. He defended lus
dissertation 20 years later in 1958 on the same theme in the Faculty of Economy in Skopje.

After a military, administrative and police occupation was infroduced in Macedonia,
the Bulgarian awthorities set a systemic enrollment of Bulgarian education, which was the
biggest Bulganan propaganda. The aim of with this educational system was to destroy the
spiritual freasure of the Macedonians. For that aim an office for national propaganda was
formed, which did this activity together with the Ministry of Education. The office had fo
maintain a strict organization of the school system in the annexed regions and to seek suitable
teachers that will work in the newly annexed countries. The Ministry of Education made a
plan for the education in the “newly released™ regions that contained: starting with work in
the schools that exist and opening new schools, administrations in the schools, regulation of
the status of the teachers, stimulating measures for their effort. connecting the vouth in the
schools with the working vouth, goading the “pational™ spirit of the youth, making tight
connections between the voung from the old to the new areas, scholarship fund for students

31 Pasrosopor co mpod. ArercaEmap Aroscs ro sozen Prero Uy=xoe (BEYE ox 6pat Ea Emamyen), Bo momor
=2a Aroscxs o [rem 1996 rogema. Oese mogaTooe ce 38MeEH 0J OPHBATHETE Detemss =a Prero Uymxos.

g oxToMepE 1934 rogmma so Mapee)

* Damyza 6p. 45457 ox 15 ja=vape 1934 roge=a, JAPM, ¢. Emasyen Ty=mos, cer. 1.1173.1.56/140

¥ Oamysa Op. 46329 ox § gexemsps 1937 rogesa, JAPM, ¢. Exasyes Tyexos, cur. 1.1175.1.60/144

¥ Viktorija Cuchkova and what she has witnessed, wife of Emamuel Cuchkov . The datz was taken from the
private memoirs of Risto Cuchkow.

" TAPM, ¢ Emamysn Tyawos, 1.1175.1
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(in schools and faculties) 'mth “Bulgarian origin”. sending teachers from Buleana to
Macedonia, a curriculum ete.” Peoplt from the Ministry of Education chose the staff with
the help of the Ministrv of internal affairs. The criteria was that those individuals are checked
patriots of Bulgaria. They were not asked just for a special qualification and scientific
preparation, but for a rich Bulgarian national spirit. According to the stated criterion, in the
school wear 1941/42 in Macedonia were sent 1508 teachers from Bulgaria. There were: 87
High school teachers, 224 Preparatory school teachers and 1295 primary School teachers.
The number of teachers increased constantly. In order to emplov more teachers. the
government offered higher wages, special prices, promotions and other stimulating measures.
In the school curriculum, a great importance was given to the national subjects through
which, the Bulgarian assimilation was done more easily. In that group of subjects was the
Bulgarian language, the Bulgarian national history and geography. The Bulgarian language
was not onlv proclaimed as an official language, but was the only language that was aloud.
Even to the other subject, a certain Bulgarian genesis was found and if that was not possible,
it was proclaimed as foreign, Serbian or Turkish. The Bulgarian origin was placed even upon
the Macedonian teachers Eiril and Metodij, Naum I Kliment, the king Sanmil and the Ohnd's
archbishopric. For Bulganans were proclaimed and the Macedonian revolutions, and the
participation of the Macedonians in the Bulgarian army during the Balkan’s wars were said to
be done m]]mgljf ' In context with the propaganda in Macedonia is also the formation of the
club of infellectuals in Skopje. On this meeting Chkatrov, Dimitar Gjuzelov, Emanuel
Cuchkov, Blago) Dimitrov, Apostol Apostolov and others were present. It was falked about
the formation of a club of intellectual that will have the aim to “unite all the awaken sons and
fo be educational and frade center af the cify... " A committee was chosen that will made
the Constitution, which will be later approved by the foundation council. On the foundation
council day were set the conceptual principles based on which the organization was found
and the ways in which it will act.

Emanuel Cuchkov started to work as a Bulgarian teacher since May 1941, Teachers
m the “newly released” countries were appoinfed with an order from the numister uf
education, w]:ua:h was signed by the prime-minister Bogdan Filov in the period between 1%
May and 15% September 1941 in Macedonia. Emanuel Cufhkm was appointed for a teacher
in Skopje with a monthly wage of 3340 Bulgarian lev.

Emanuel Cuchkov was engaged in almost all of the activities that were organized by
the Ministry of Education. So. on 18% of August a delegation of seven members, among
which was Chuckov, went to Sofia fo visit the Croatian representative in Bulgana, the
diplomat Vladimir Zidovec and thanked the Croatian Poglavnik (fitle that represents
something like a commander) Ante Pavelic*” in the name of all of the arrested students during
the goings-on m 1927, Dimitar Chkatorv in the name of all the students gave lum a book as a
present, which was made by Stojan Sotirov and with which he thanked Pavelic about all that
he had done during the frial. In the dedication it is written: “Poglavniku, we, the Macedonian
juveniles of Skopje’s process in 1927, will never forget the sacrificing way in which you

1" Bam=e Crojues, Byrapesmor oxymamecs® cEcTem so0 Mazegommja 1941-1944 rogmma”, Tperop [pmees,
Crome 1996, crp. 180

" Bamwe Crojzes, Byrapexmor oxymammess ceetem 3o Maregommja 1941-1944, Cromje, 1996, ctp. 182 A
Kpagwes, V=eoma oporpama 3a EapoIHETe OCHOBEH VIEIEIITA B E0BOCCEODOIEHETe 3eME, 5= Ilo cThoxmTe
Ha priposge=EnaETe, Cromie, 1942, crp. 205

" Baprmex, IThaorynea Brarapes™, Knét sa unmetexmyanjums e Cronue, 6p. 10, rox. 1, Cxonme, 6§ sommd,
meTeEs, 1941 1.

' Becrmmr, [Thnosym=a Bearapes”, Hpocssmuome duio ev nosums zenu, 6p. 8, rox. 1, Cromme, 4 mo=md,
cpeda, 1941 1.

I Ante Pavelik was hired by the father of Dimitar Guzelov as a lawver in the Skopje’s student process in 1927.
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defended us from the tyrant. "', How much importance was given to this event shows
Dimitar Gjuzeov. The idea came from the emigrants in Sofia, the lawyers Asen Avramov,
Dimitar Cilev and Pano Pop Andov. After the making of the book, it was sent to Skopje,
where it was signed by all the participants in the Skopje’s process (the above mentioned
trial). They met with Viadimir Zidovec in the hotel “Bulgaria™ in Sofia. Representatives of
the emigration. the media from Macedonia and others attended the event **

When the teacher’s course in Sofia ended in 1941, Emanuel Cuchkov, with the order
no. 2053 on 31¥ July 1941, was appointed for a head master in the High School in Prilep. #
He was a head master, but also taught geography. In times when in Macedonia there are
changes of the system, new authorities, new laws, Cuchkov had to continue to work. He had
to take care for his family. As before the 1941, he continued to do his job professionally just
now he had to change from teaching in Serbian to teaching in Bulgarian However. the idea
from his time as a student for uniting and emancipation of Macedonia did not leave him. In
Prilep he kept in touch with the regional warden Ilija Njcev. Before being a regional warden,
Najcev took counsel from Kuzman Josifovski and Mirche Acev, and after that accepted the
job. Kuzman Josifovski Pity thought that it would be more wseful for his fellow-citizens, if he
15 a regional warden than any othe Bulgarian, because he was more trustworthy. H

In Prilep and in the whole country, conflicts often emerged between the members of
SEOT and the organization “Branik™ * “Branik™ was a vouth organization that was formed
by the Bulgarian government. The basic task of the organization was to lead and control the
wotk of all of the youth in the schools and in the youth orgamzations as well Tt should fight
comumunism, orgamzation of anti-Bolshevik exhibits, sharing leaflets with similar content,
fascism among the vouth, sharing disinformation about the current and military conditions in
Macedonia and Eurcpe, to produce sfaff from the High schools that will work in the state
system efc.

The Bulgarian authorities organized the administration and the police, and after that
started to organize the educatiomal system i the newly created countries. The
denationalization politics of Bulgaria. was much exposed in the schools. Courses were
organized in Bulgaria for students, graduates and teachers. To accomplish this aim. High
Schools, were open in a few cities in: Skopije (2 for males and 1 for females), Veles, Stip,
Prilep, Ohrid and Bitola, and all of the schools were completely filled with students. In the
smaller cities High Schools were also opened that were note completely filled, tut had the
tendency towards it *¢

In the beginning of the school vear 1941, there was a confrontation between the
students and the school staff in the Prlep’s High School. The major confrontation was about
the enforced enrollment of the smidents in the organization “Branik™ Because the school staff
was not able to deal with this, the police infervened. Later that vear, a suitable moment was

% Bectmex .Ibaosym=a Bearapes”, Mpussametsocmam copydenmums om CxeNckub NpOyscs KbME

xepeamexis Hozraenune, op. 70, roa. 1, Cxomee, 19 asryers, sropEess, 194] roges=a

¥ BuirapcEoTo yOpasmeEme BsE Dapmapeka Maxemomms (1941-1944)", Jomymemtanes cHopEEE, egEmms
LApxEEETE roEOPAT , kEETa 63, Codma 2011, 380

BITA - Codmja, d. 177x, om. 3, ae. 2055, n.37

* HOB ma Makenoswja, Hapon=a sanpyra, 1962 romesa, Cromje, erp. 50

* The idea of forming the crganization Branik comes from The Propaganda Office that worked under control of
the German propaganda, under the command of Goebbels. It was formed with a state law on 29 December 19440,
It was formed as a Bulganan vouth orgamzation. The law proclaimed for all Bulganan juvemles to be submitted
into Bramk and to histen to itz staff The organization was financed by the state budget and it was conducted by
its founder, the president of the Bulganan government, Bogdan Filov. The basic task of Bramk was to educate
the vouth and to qualify it for the sermice of the king, the people and the state; KpaTtea Oearapcxa
eEmEETome Es, oM opex, Codmas 1963, crp. 288

¥ Hero tamy, c1p. 29
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being awaited for begin a strike in the High School. That moment came on 9 December
1941. The harsh treatment of the students by the teacher of mathematics and the decision to
expel three male and two female students from the school, were sufficient motive fo go on
strike. There was a boycott to the lectures in this High School in Prilep. Led by the Municipal
Commiftee and the party and SKOJ, the students left the lectures as a boycott to the
Bulgarian occupation. The pictures of the Bulzarian king and his family were taken down
from the walls. That led to expulsion of four students. and thev were forbidden to continue
their education in any other Bulgaran school. This expulsion caused revolt among the other
students and a sirike of the school completely. Emanuel Cuchkov had to fill up a report for all
of these activities. He focused his report on the “unsuitable teachers™. In his report from 25
December 1941, he savs: “.__one part of the suilt should be searched ito the unsuitable staff.
That thousht and suspicion started to betftar me even a month ago when the activities i the
school became resular. My obsarvations and the reports that I have, made me believe that
here we have teachers that do not belong in this environment. One of the causes for the strike
is exactly this wrong selaction of teachers. This is about a'he rear.i’rers in the municipality that
are not prepared to conduct with the new school ideology ...

The strike continued until 12 December, while there was no tuition also. Beside the
arrestments and the hearings of about twenty students in the police station. the students did
not gave up their requests. Unable to calm down the sifuation. the police accepted part of the
requests, which were about the scholarship, the harsh teachers were wamed and certain
students were let to come back fo school. .i‘s]ﬂ:n:rugh it was not a total success, this particular
strike and the SIIﬂ{ES in other High Schools in Macedonia increased the feeling of unify
among the students. **

After the attack of the police station in Prilep, the strike of the students and other
confrontations, the police commander Ilija Najcev and the vice-head master Emanuel
Cuchkov were in a tricky position. The Bulgarian authorities lost the trust in their people and
started to follow them. “Then even the policemen started to sav that llija Najcev and Mane
Cuchkov are related to the oreanization for Liberation of the people. Najcev asked Smile
Mileski to arrange him a meeting with Mircheta (Mirche Acev) or with Kuzmana (Kuzman
Josifovski-Pity). Najcev was accompanied by Marne Cuchkov. ™ Stile told Najcev that a
meeting with Mircheta is arranged in the hotel Bristol, but to do not take Cichkov with him.
Najcev told Stile that he (Cuchkov) was theirs foo, but beside that Stile did not lef him.
Najeav explained to Mirche how hard it was to him and that he is a tricky position (with NOD
Jfrom one side and the Bulgarian authorities on the other side). A short time before that when
the Bulgarian minister of interior affairs, Gabrovski, came in Prilep, it was noted that he
doesn’t trust Najcev. Najcev told to Mirche that he lost the trust of the Bulgarians and
because of that he cannot do anything good jfor the organization NOD... Mirche was
persistent and decisive in not waniing to leave the place as a regional warden, because no
matter who other came, it can only get worse. They bid farewell and each went on his

On 10 August 1942, the minister Gabrovski dismissed Ilija Najcev through a phone
call, and threatened to make him an internee. The same year Emanuel Cuchkov from Prilep
was transferred in the Second Male High School in Skopje. He was probably transferred.
because the authonties didn’t trost him. The revolution in Macedonia had already started and

* Pacrmenas Tepagocsm, Hemom EsEemTam Ha G¥TapcEmTe OpOCBSTER BNACTE 33 DoloEbata so [pEien =
mpanenceo 1241-1942 rogeea ., erp. 178-179

& I'upn: Mamxonesxs Byvraperara damecermrTea oprasmgianma . bpages™ so Magexomma 1941-1944 rogesa™
HHH, Cxomje, 1992 roge=a, cTp. 94

suKlme Comvecsa, Mep=e Anes, Crome, 1968 rogesa, crp. 123
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the authorifies doubted the lovalty of their people in Prilep. Gorgi Pejkov was appointed in
Prilep as a replacement of Cuchkov.

Emamel Cuchkov was appointed as a professor in the First Male High School in
Skopje, in the school year 1943/44 and for a head-master of the Female High School. There
he again moved with the parents of his wife Victoria. He met a few old friends: Risto
Prodanov, Pance Karagjozov, Mihajlo Apostolski, Kmm Organdziev. Lazo Sokolov and
others. In April 1944 he left as a partisan, and replaced his duty as a headmaster with high
political duties not only in Macedonia, but also in Yugoslavia.






