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YC/IOB/bEHOCT U YCTABHE U3MEHE Y IIPOLIECY IIPOILIIVIPEFHLA
EBPOIICKE YHHJA: IIPUCTYIIHU ITYT CEBEPHE MAKE/IOHUJE
1ozt BUJIATEPAJIHUM OI'PAHUYEELHMA

OBaj pag aHanM3upa eBOMYLMjY YCIOB/BEHOCTU Y TIPOLeCy MpOoLIMpeha
EBporicke yHUje, ca moce6HMM OCBPTOM Ha ciaydyaj CeBepHe MakemoHuje
" ’beH MPUCTYITHY mpoliec. TpaguiiMoHaaHo 3aCHOBaH Ha KomeHXalKkum
KpUTEepUjyMuMa, OKBUP TPOLIMpPEHha CBe BUIIE YK/bydyje bumaTepanHe
CTIIOpoBe Kao de facto ycoBe 3a Haripenak. Pag pasmarpa rmpaBHe U MTOJIN-
TUUKe MMIUIMKAIMje pa3Boja morahaja, moce6HO y KOHTEKCTY 3aXTeBa Koju
ce OHOCe Ha M3MeHe yCTaBa U IMPY KOHTEKCT ofHOca ca byrapckom.
[IpyMeHOM JOKTPMHAPHOT ¥ KBAJIUTATUBHOT MPUCTYIIA, UCTPAKUBAHE
aHaMM3upa Ja JuM MHTerpaiuja OuiaTepaJHUX MUTaka Y MPUCTYITHU
OKBMP JOBOJIM Yy MUTake OCHOBHe IMpUHIMIeE MpaBa EBporcke yHiuje,
YKJbYyuyjyhy IIpaBHY CUTYPHOCT, jeTHAKOCT Ap>KaBa KaHIuaaTa, U Kpeau-
OMIUTET MOMUTUKe TIPOoLIMperha. Y paay ce pa3mMaTrpa yTUIlaj OBUX yCIoBa
Ha momahy ycTaBHM Mopeak U JeMOKPATCKY JIETUTUMUTET Y IpskaBama
Ka"auaaTuMa. Hanasu ykasyjy na pactryha ynora 6uiaTtepaiHe ycioBbe-
HOCTY HOCH PU3MK TpaHChHOpPMICaha Mpolieca Mpolnpenha y HoIUTU30Ba-
HUjY ¥ Matbe TPeABUI/bIB MeXaHM3aM, IIITO MOXKe IIOTKOIATH TpaHChop-
MaTUBHY CHary eBpoIiCKMX MHTerpaliija 1 rnoBepemwe aApskaBa KaHAMIaTa.
V 3aK/byUKy ayTOp MpeaJiaske jacHuje pasrpannuere nsmehy bopmanamx
KpUTepujyMa 3a MpuUCTyIame M KOH3MCTEeHTHOCTM ToNMuTHuKe EBporicke
yHUje.
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Conditionality and Constitutional Changes in the EU Enlargement
Process: North Macedonia's accession under bilateral constraints

The paper examines the evolving nature of EU conditionality in the context
of enlargement, focusing on the case of North Macedonia and its accession
process. Traditionally grounded in the Copenhagen criteria, the enlarge-
ment framework has increasingly incorporated bilateral disputes as de
facto conditions for progress. The paper analyzes the legal and political
implications of such developments, particularly in light of the require-
ments related to constitutional amendments and the broader context of
relations with Bulgaria. By employing a doctrinal and qualitative approach,
the study explores whether the integration of bilateral issues into the
accession framework challenges the fundamental principles of EU law,
including legal certainty, equality of candidate states, and the credibility
of the enlargement policy. The paper assesses the impact of these condi-
tions on domestic constitutional order and democratic legitimacy in
candidate states. The findings suggest that the growing role of bilateral
conditionality entails a risk of transforming the enlargement process into
a more politicized and less predictable framework, potentially undermin-
ing both the transformative power of EU integration and the trust of
candidate countries. The paper concludes by proposing a clear delineation
between formal accession criteria and bilateral disputes, in order to pre-
serve the integrity and consistency of the EU enlargement process.

Keywords: integration, conditionality, enlargement, Macedonia, Bulgaria,
bilateral disputes, constitutional amendments, accession process.
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