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Financial Analysis of the Oil Sector  
in North Macedonia – The Case 
of Makpetrol AD Skopje

Filip Taskovski*

Olivera Gjorgieva – Trajkovska**

Summary: The volatility of world stock markets, especially the price 
of oil and oil derivatives, requires permanent creation of financial pol-
icies and financial construction of oil companies in order to maintain 
financial stability, precisely because oil companies are one of the key 
elements for maintaining a stable economy in a country. In North Mac-
edonia, as a small and import-dependent economy, the primacy in the 
oil industry is held by Makpetrol AD Skopje, which is a highly ranked 
company with a high level of financial stability and financial indica-
tors that in certain time periods exceed the industry average.
The purpose of the research is to analyze trends in sales revenue and 
operating profit before and during the global increase in oil prices and 
to analyze the company’s key financial indicators. 
According to the research results, Makpetrol AD Skopje has a relatively 
stable financial situation with a relatively high level of liquidity and 
solvency, and relatively good indicators of return on funds and return 
on capital.

Received: 30.08.2024.
Accepted: 14.09.2024.

Published: 30.09.2024.

Keywords: Makpetrol AD Skopje, sales revenue, financial analysis, financial performance and financial indicators

INTRODUCTION

The oil industry, as one of the key industries in the economic system of a national econ-
omy, is of crucial importance to maintain its financial stability and record a relatively 
high-quality financial performance, that is, companies should be liquid and solvent, while 
having a relative return on assets and return on capital on a level of the industry average 
(12). Based on the research, it can be concluded that the financial indicators of the oil com-
panies are highly volatile because the price of oil on the world stock markets is determined 
by a series of economic and political factors that are relatively quickly reflected in sales 
revenue, and thus the profit of the company, which is a key determinant for maintain-
ing financial condition (10). Namely, the frequent oscillations of the world stock markets 
and the emergence of a series of crises in the past period caused a significant disruption 
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of financial performance of a large number of companies, in which noted a significant 
decrease in liquidity, solvency and the return of assets and capital (8). Since North Mace-
donia has a small and open economy, there are several companies within the oil industry, 
but according to the analysis, Makpetrol AD Skopje is the dominant company. Namely, 
Makpetrol AD Skopje, in addition to being a leader in the oil industry, is one of the largest 
companies in the country in terms of revenues and other financial performance, conse-
quently, in the past period, despite major internal and external economic difficulties, the 
company managed to maintain its market position and financial stability.

The purpose of the research is analysis of the sales revenue and operating profit of 
Makpetrol AD Skopje, analysis of the key financial indicators, comparison of the mean 
value of the key financial variables before and during the global increase in the price of oil.

The research is based on secondary methods and is composed of descriptive statis-
tics, trend analysis and comparative analysis.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The oil industry, in North Macedonia and worldwide, is one of the leading industries, 
according to research, the oil industry is one of the main six industrial sectors in India, 
China, the USA, Japan, and in a large part of other developed and developing countries 
(14). Consequently, the oil industry has a significant impact on maintaining the stability 
of the economic system of a national economy, whereby it can be concluded that compa-
nies from this industry must have good financial performance (11) (6) (4). Due to the fact 
that world stock markets, that is, oil futures, often fluctuate, and as a result of the deci-
sions regarding the volume of production made by OPEC, the international political situ-
ation and the foreign trade relations of countries, companies from the oil sector are per-
manently forced to create financial strategies in order to maintain financial performance, 
above all operating profit, liquidity and solvency at the desired level (5) (3). The emer-
gence of the Corona crisis and the global increase in the price of oil on the world stock 
markets have contributed to additional instability in the world stock markets, and thus a 
challenge to maintain the financial performance of oil companies, that is, in conditions 
of global growth in the price of oil, the income from sales of oil companies have drasti-
cally increased, while the same is reflected in the entire financial structure of the compa-
nies and conditions for the creation of financial policies in the direction of maintaining 
an optimal level of financial indicators (13) (1) (15) (2). Ensuring financial stability and the 
optimal level of financial performance of companies, especially those operating in indus-
tries that are highly volatile in the economic-financial changes of the world stock mar-
kets and world trade is of crucial importance for the long-term survival on the market, 
thus strengthening financial stability, allows oil companies to mitigate the negative con-
sequences of financial fluctuations and maintain competitiveness in conditions of insta-
bility on the global market of petroleum products (9) (7).
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The subject of research is the financial situation of Makpetrol AD Skopje, that is, an 
analysis of the key financial variables of the company before and during the global 
growth in the price of oil and oil derivatives.

The purpose of the research is to analyze the trends in sales revenue and the oper-
ating profit of Makpetrol AD Skopje, analysis of the company’s key financial indica-
tors and comparison of the mean value of the key financial variables before the global 
increase in the price of oil and during the global increase in the price of oil.

The research was conducted using secondary methods. The following methods 
were applied: method of analysis, method of synthesis, method of induction, method of 
deduction and method of comparison. In order to identify the significance of the dif-
ference between the mean value of the variables before and during the global oil price 
increase, the t test was applied. When choosing a source of data, and in order to increase 
the relevance of the research, several criteria were applied: 1) the relevance of the insti-
tution that published the data, the date of publication of the data, the degree of scien-
tific contribution, and others.

Equation for t test applied in the research:

	(1)

t – value of the t test

 – difference between the mean values of the first and second data sets

 – Standard deviation of mean values

Hypotheses:

H1:	 Makpetrol AD Skopje permanently notes a stable financial condition.

H2:	� The global growth in the price of oil and oil derivatives did not cause a significant 
change in the key financial variables of Makpetrol AD Skopje.
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Variables:
Variable Abbreviation Source
Sales revenue SRV

Consolidated financial statements of Makpetrol AD Skopje
Operating profit OIN
Current liquidity ratio CLR

Author's calculationCoefficient debt/assets DAR
Coefficient debt/capital DER
Return of assets ROA

AD Macedonian Stock Exchange
Return of capital ROE
Global price of oil OIL U.K. ICE Futures Europe
Income from excise taxes EXD Budget of RNM

Research period: from 2020 until 2023

RESEARCH RESULTS

Descriptive statistics

Based on the descriptive statistics, it can be stated that the average annual sales reve-
nue of Makpetrol AD Skopje for the period 2020-2023 is 26450077.75 denars, the aver-
age operating profit is 980795.5 denars, the average value of the current liquidity ratio 
of the company is 1, 55, the average annual debt/asset ratio is 0.62, and the average debt/
equity ratio is 1.64. Descriptive statistics show that the average annual return on assets 
is 11.09 and the average return on equity is 14.23. The average annual price of BRENT 
oil on the world stock exchanges is 74.06 dollars per barrel, and the average budget rev-
enues from excise taxes amount to 26.50 billion denars.

Table 1. Descriptive Statistics

Source: Author’s calculation (Excel)

According to the descriptive statistics, it can be concluded that the distribution of 
data in sales revenue, operating profit, debt/asset ratio, ROA, ROE and budget reve-
nues is platykurtic. Namely, the smallest deviations from the mean value are noted in 
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the operating profit, the other variables have a leptokurtic distribution of data, with the 
largest deviation observed in the average annual price of BRENT type oil.

The distribution of frequencies for operating profit, current liquidity ratio, debt/
equity ratio, ROA, the average price of BRENT oil and budget revenues from excise 
taxes has negative symmetry, with the data skewing to the left, for the rest of the vari-
ables with the exception of the debt ratio/means where symmetry of the data is noted, 
the distribution of frequencies has positive symmetry, that is, skewing of the distribu-
tion of frequencies to the right.

Analysis of sales revenue and operating profit of Makpetrol AD Skopje

According to Chart 1, the sales revenues of Makpetrol AD Skopje from 2020 to 2022 
have a growing trend, with the fact that in 2020 they amounted to 16720163 denars, in 
2021 they grew by 29% compared to 2020, and in 2022 compared to 2021 they recorded 
an increase of 74%. It is characteristic that, according to Chart 1 and Chart 2, the curves 
of sales revenue and the average annual price of BRENT type oil have a relatively sim-
ilar slope, which is due to the direct influence of the price of oil on sales revenue. After 
the drop in the price of oil, the sales revenues also decrease in 2023, with a drop of 19%, 
which is similar to the drop of 18% in the price of oil ccompared to 2022.
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The operating profit of Makpetrol AD Skopje in 2021 recorded a growth of 241%, 
while a downward trend was noted in 2022 and 2023, what is characteristic is that 
although the trend is downward, the amount of operating profit in both 2022 and 2023 
is higher compared to 2020 of 209% in 2022 and 70 % in 2023. Similarly, the growth in 
sales revenue and the growth in the price of oil did not contribute to the increase of the 
operating profit in terms of the fact that it recorded a drastic growth before the start of 
the global increase in the prices of oil and oil derivatives.

From Chart 4, it can be noted that the budget revenue from excise duty recorded a 
permanent and stable growth during the accounting period.

Analysis of the financial indicators of Makpetrol AD Skopje

Based on Table 2, it can be concluded that in 2020 the current liquidity ratio of Makpet-
rol AD Skopje is lower than 1, while the company was not liquid enough to settle cur-
rent liabilities if they were due in a given period of time, in the remaining years the same 
was relatively highly liquid, with the highest current liquidity ratio recorded in 2023. 
Based on the debt/asset ratio, it can be concluded that it relatively has the same value 
throughout the entire accounting period, so it can be concluded that Makpetrol AD 
Skopje has more assets than debts. The debt/equity ratio during the accounting period 
has a relatively high value, with the company borrowing funds to a greater extent than 
the equity capital. Considering the fact that Makpetrol AD Skopje is a stable company 
in the field of market share and activity, the value of these coefficients is relatively good 
for the company. From Table 2, it can be concluded that in 2020 the company has a rel-
atively low ROA compared to 2021 and 2022, consequently, the highest return on assets 
was noted in 2021, which represents a relatively above-average return on assets in the 
business. In 2023, the return on assets decreases to 8.45, which is a relatively good ratio 
compared to other companies in the industry. In the domain of return on capital, it is 
characteristic that according to the established practice for classification in ROE values, 
in 2021 it is excellent and above the industry average, it is also good in 2022 and 2023, 
but in 2020 a low return on capital is noted taking into account the company’s activity. 
Namely, from Table 2, it can be concluded that the highest return on assets and return 
on capital were recorded in 2021 and 2022, which coincides with the growth of sales 
revenues and, in a certain period, the increase of the price of oil and oil derivatives.

Table 2. Makpetrol AD Skopje Key financial ratios

Source: Autor’s calculation and https://www.mse.mk/mk/issuer/makpetrol-ad-skopje/

https://www.mse.mk/mk/issuer/makpetrol-ad-skopje/
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The results of the t test

Based on the results of the t test, it can be concluded that in all variables, no significant 
difference in the mean value was observed in the period before the energy crisis and in 
the period of growth in the global price of oil and oil derivatives. Namely, according to the 
results of the t-test, it can be concluded that the growing trend of income from selling is 
not significant, as the rest of the variables do not have significant changes in the direction 
of increasing their values during the global growth in the price of oil and oil derivatives.

Table 3. T test results

Source: Author’s calculation
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DISCUSSION

From the research, it can be concluded that during the accounting period (2020-2023), 
the sales revenue of Makpetrol AD Skopje within the period from 2020-2022 shows an 
increase, while in 2023, they note a decline. Namely, it is characteristic that the same 
trend is recorded by the global price of BRENT type oil, with which during the period 
from 2020-2022 an increase is recorded, and in 2023 it drops significantly. Such trends 
indicate that the sales revenues of Makpetrol AD Skopje have a strong correlation with 
the global price of oil. The operating profit of Makpetrol AD Skopje from 2021 has per-
manently been declining, which indicates a reduced consumption of oil and oil deriva-
tives by the population and companies in North Macedonia. 

According to the results of the research, Makpetrol AD Skopje records a state of 
liquidity during the accounting period, except in 2020, but characteristic of the same 
year is the emergence of the Corona crisis, which is reflected on the liquidity of the com-
panies in the direction of its reduction and the prevention of an economic crisis. During 
the accounting period, Makpetrol AD Skopje records a relatively identical debt/asset 
ratio, which indicates that the company’s debt amounts to about 60% of total assets. 
According to the debt/equity ratio, during the accounting period, the debt of the com-
pany is higher compared to the equity capital. According to the analysis, it can be con-
cluded that the return on assets and the return on capital during the accounting period 
oscillate, while moving around the industry average or above it. Analogously, it can be 
concluded that H1 is accepted.

According to the t test, the mean values of the variables in the period before and dur-
ing the global increase of the price of BRENT type oil do not have a significant differ-
ence, consequently H2 is accepted.

CONCLUSION

The oil industry in developed countries, as well as in developing countries such as the 
Republic of North Macedonia, has a significant impact on national economic flows and 
the development of the economy. Characteristic of the oil industry is the form of market 
representation, so that in most countries they are represented in the form of monopolies 
or oligopolies. Given that North Macedonia is a relatively small market, the oil sector is 
largely served by Makpetrol AD Skopje. Namely, Makpetrol AD Skopje, as one of the key 
companies for the economic stability of North Macedonia, according to the analyses and 
reports of AD Macedonian Stock Exchange during the past period, recorded a high level 
of financial condition, consequently the company during the past period was financially 
liquid to settle its current obligations and generates a positive financial result.

According to the research, it can be concluded that the sales revenues of Makpetrol 
AD Skopje show a trend that is positively correlated with the trend of the global price 
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of BRENT oil. According to the financial analysis, it can be concluded that, except for 
2020, in the remaining years of the accounting period, the company is liquid and has a 
good debt/assets ratio, which reflects the solvency of the company. It can also be stated 
that the return on assets and return on capital are moving within the industry average 
or above it which indicates a solid financial performance.

According to the research, and in order to strengthen the financial performance, Mak-
petrol AD Skopje in the future must create financial policies aimed at reducing borrow-
ing, which would improve the debt/equity ratio, and thus the solvency of the company.
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Finansijska analiza naftnog sektora u Severnoj Makedoniji –  
– Slučaj Makpetrol AD Skoplje

REZIME: Promenljivost svetskih berzi, posebno cena nafte i naftnih derivata, zahteva 
permanentno kreiranje finansijskih politika i finansijske konstrukcije među naftnim 
kompanijama kako bi se održala finansijska stabilnost, upravo zato što su naftne kom-
panije jedan od ključnih elemenata za održavanje ekonomske stabilnosti u jednoj zem-
lji. U Severnoj Makedoniji, kao maloj i uvozno zavisnoj privredi, primat u naftnoj indu-
striji ima Makpetrol AD Skoplje, koja je visoko rangirana kompanija sa visokim nivoom 
finansijske stabilnosti i finansijskim pokazateljima koji u određenim vremenskim perio-
dima prevazilaze industrijski prosek.

Svrha istraživanja je analiza kretanja prihoda od prodaje i operativnog profita pre i 
tokom globalnog rasta cena nafte i analiza ključnih finansijskih pokazatelja kompanije. 

Prema rezultatima istraživanja, Makpetrol AD Skoplje ima relativno stabilnu finansijsku 
situaciju sa relativno visokim nivoom likvidnosti i solventnosti, i relativno dobrim poka-
zateljima prinosa na sredstva i prinosa na kapital.

Ključne reči: Makpetrol AD Skoplje, prihod od prodaje, finansijska analiza, finansijski učinak 
i finansijski pokazatelji.


