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Can your profession be 

affected by pollution, illegal 

construction, toxic waste, 

deforestation, or air 

pollution?



Environmental crime is not 

only a legal issue — it affects 

health, economy, engineering, 

cities, and future generations.



“Which do you think is the most dangerous 
environmental crime?”

• A) Air pollution

• B) Illegal waste dumping

• C) Illegal logging

• D) Water contamination



WHAT IS ENVIRONMENTAL CRIME?





Environmental crime refers to illegal 
activities that harm the environment, 

including:
Illegal waste trafficking

Illegal mining and logging
Wildlife trafficking
Industrial pollution
Illegal construction



Wildfire 
Deforestation  



Illegal hunting and fishing
Illegal trafficking of wildlife



Pollution – air pollution, waste pollution, water 
pollution…



Killing or destroying protected species of wild flora or fauna
Unauthorised introduction of wild species into nature

Unauthorised trade, importation or transportation of wild flora 
or fauna

Torture of animals
Serious Acts Against the Environment and Nature



ОКЕАНИ



First mention of the word ecocide



Ecocide    & Genocide

Ecocide can be considered a method of genocide 
when the destruction of the ecosystems of a 
geographical area substantially threatens the 
existence of the social group of that geographical 
area

Article 2 of the Genocide Convention defines 
genocide as an act "committed with intent to 
destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, 
racial or religious group as such". According to 
the United Nations definition, such crimes 
include: killing people, inflicting physical or 
psychological injury, deteriorating living 
conditions to life-threatening, preventing the 
birth of children, and forcibly removing 
children from their parents.



Ecocide 

“Ecocide” means unlawful or wanton acts committed with 

knowledge that there is a substantial likelihood of severe and 

either widespread or long-term damage to the environment 

being caused by those acts. 

INTERNATIONAL ECOCIDE CRIME IS A LAW TO PROTECT THE 

EARTH – Polly  Higgins 





Environmental crime is one of the EU's 

priorities in the fight against serious and 

organised crime as part of EMPACT 2022-

2025. 

According to Europol's mandate, these offences may include, but are 

not limited to:

improper collection, transportation, recovery or disposal of waste; 

unlawful operation of a facility in which hazardous activity is carried 

out or in which hazardous substances or preparations are stored; 

the killing, destruction, possession or trade of protected wildlife or 

plant species; 

production, import, export, marketing, or use of substances that 

deplete the ozone layer.





No immediate victim

•Damage appears slowly, not visible at first

•Technical complexity hides responsibility

•Powerful offenders (corporations, corrupt networks)

Why It’s Different from

Ordinary Crime

Why It Is Often 
an “Invisible” 

Crime



ENVIRONMENTAL 
CRIME VS. 

SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT

Key Message:

You cannot have sustainable development without controlling

environmental crime.

SDG Impact

SDG 3 Health (cancer, respiratory disease)

SDG 6 Clean water

SDG 11 Sustainable cities

SDG 12 Responsible production

SDG 13 & 15 Climate & biodiversity



S u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  m e a n s  m e e t i n g  t h e  
n e e d s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  w i t h o u t  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  

a b i l i t y  o f  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  m e e t  t h e i r  o w n  
n e e d s .  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  c r i m e  w o r k s  i n  t h e  

o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n .  I t  e x t r a c t s  m a x i m u m  p r o f i t  
t o d a y  w h i l e  t r a n s f e r r i n g  m a x i m u m  d a m a g e  t o  

t o m o r r o w .

Key Message:

You cannot have sustainable

development without

controlling environmental

crime.



Example:
Toxic waste → underground water → cancer → health system collapse



Example:
Illegal logging → floods → infrastructure damage



Example:
Air pollution → respiratory disease → productivity loss



LEGAL CHALLENGES IN 
DETECTION & 
ENFORCEMENT 

• A. Detection 
Problems

• Requires 
scientific 
expertise

• Requires 
technology 
(monitoring, 
sensors, labs)

• Environmental 
damage 
appears years 
later

B. Enforcement 
Problems

• Weak inspections

• Lack of specialized 
prosecutors

• Corruption

• Political pressure

• Cases require complex 
expert evidence

Lack of 

Harmonized 

Legislation – 

International 

problems 

•Acts illegal in one 

state, legal in another

•Waste trafficked 

across borders

•“Pollution havens”



WHO IS RESPONSIBLE? INDIVIDUALS, 
CORPORATIONS & THE STATE

•  Individual 
Responsibility

• Illegal dumping

• Illegal forest cutting

 Corporate Criminal 
Liability

• Factories dumping toxic 
chemicals

• Pharmaceutical waste

• Construction companies 
destroying protected areas

 State Responsibility

•Failure to control

•Weak institutions

•Selective 

enforcement

“Even when a machine causes pollution — a 

human decision always stands behind it.”



W h i c h  c a u s e s  m o r e  
d e a t h s  w o r l d w i d e ?

A )  T e r r o r i s m
B )  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  

p o l l u t i o n  
C )  W a r

Can a corporation be criminally liable 

for environmental crime?

A) No

B) Only civilly

C) Yes 

Is illegal construction an environmental 

crime?

A) Yes 

B) No



M U LT I D I S C I P L I N A R Y  D I S C U S S I O N  
C A S E :

A  f a c t o r y  d i s c h a r g e s  t o x i c  w a s t e w a t e r  
i n t o  a  r i v e r  f o r  3  y e a r s .  Ye a r s  l a t e r,  

c a n c e r  r a t e s  r i s e .  T h e  c o m p a n y  c l a i m s :
“ T h e r e  w a s  n o  c l e a r  l a w. ”

“ W e  h a d  a  p e r m i t . ”
“ W e  s o l d  t h e  c o m p a n y. ”

 G r o u p  D i s c u s s i o n :
E n g i n e e r s :  C o u l d  t h i s  b e  t e c h n i c a l l y  

p r e v e n t e d ?
D o c t o r s :  H o w  w o u l d  t h i s  a p p e a r  i n  

h e a l t h  d a t a ?
A r c h i t e c t s :  H o w  d o e s  t h i s  a ff e c t  u r b a n  

p l a n n i n g ?
L a w y e r s :  W h o  i s  l i a b l e ?

 C o n c l u s i o n :
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  c r i m e  i s  A L W AY S  

m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y.

Environmental crime is a scientific, legal, health, engineering and 
ethical problem



APPLYING THE LAW TO AVOID THE LAW



“Environmental 

crime is not only a 

crime against 

nature.

It is a crime against 

health, against 

development, 

against justice — and 

against future 

generations.”



Contact info
Olga Koshevaliska, Department of 

Criminal Law, UGD, North Macedonia
 email> olga.kosevaliska@ugd.edu.mk 
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