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KERATOCONUS MANAGEMENT WITH CORNEAL COLLAGEN CROSSLINKING
(Epi-on): A CASE REPORT

Iljaz Ismaili
University ,,Goce Delcev Shtip”, North Macedonia, Iljaz311117@student.ugd.edu.mk
Strahil Gazepov
University ,,Goce Delcev Shtip”, North Macedonia, strahil.gazepov@ugd.edu.mk

Abstract: Keratoconus is a progressive, non-inflammatory, degenerative disorder, most commonly bilateral, that
affects the cornea. Structural alterations in corneal collagen lead to thinning and protrusion of the corneal tissue.
Patients typically present with progressive corneal thinning, biomechanical weakening, and irregularities, resulting
in induced myopia, irregular astigmatism, and reduced visual acuity. The prevalence of keratoconus is estimated at
approximately 1 in 2000 individuals, with a male predominance. The disease usually manifests during puberty and
progresses with variable dynamics into the third or fourth decade of life, ranging from mild irregular astigmatism to
severe corneal protrusion. The risk of contralateral eye involvement is highest within the first years following
disease onset. On the slit-lamp examination, keratoconus presents with a range of characteristic findings depending
on the stage of disease progression. Early clinical signs may include subtle corneal thinning, irregular reflection on
the corneal surface, and scissoring of the red reflex during retinoscopy. With disease progression, more specific
signs may appear, such as: Fleischer’s ring — iron deposition at the base of the cone, best visualized with cobalt-blue
illumination, Vogt’s striae-fine vertical stress lines in the deep stroma and Descemet’s membrane, which disappear
with gentle pressure on the globe, Increasing corneal protrusion, often best appreciated with profile examination of
the cornea, localized stromal thinning, most commonly in the paracentral region, Munson’s sign-V-shaped
indentation of the lower eyelid on downgaze, observed in advanced stages. In servere cases, acute corneal hydrops
may occur due to a rupture in Descemet’s membrane, resulting in sudden corneal edema, pain, and marked decrease
in vision. The aim of this study is to present a case of bilateral keratoconus, demonstrating improvement in
keratometric, visual, and ectasia parameters in the treated eye following corneal collagen crosslinking at a 3-month
follow-up, and disease progression in the untreated fellow eye.

Keywords: Keratoconus,Corneal Collagen Crosslinking, astigmatism.

MEHAIIMEHT HA KEPATOKOHYC CO KOPHEAJIEH KOJIATEHCKH
KPOCJIMHKUHI (Epi-on):ITPUKA3 HA CJIYUAJ

Haja3 Uemana
Vuusepsurer ,,['one Jemues”, Itun, PC Makenonwuja, 11jaz311117 @student.ugd.edu.mk
Crpaxua I'azenos
Vuusepsurer ,,Iome Jemues”, IlItun, PC Makemonuja, strahil.gazepov@ugd.edu.mk

Ancrpakr: KepaTokoHycOT npeTcTaByBa NpPOIPECHBHO, HEBOCHAIUTEIHO, JIET€HEPaTUBHO 3a00JyBambe, HajuecTo
OmnatepaiHo, koe ja 3adaka poxnunara. CTpyKTYpHUTE IIPOMEHH BO KOJIAT€HOT Ha POXKHHIIATA pe3yJITUpaar co
HCTEHUYYBamke M MPOTPY3Uja HA POKHUYHOTO TKHMBO. KilMHMUKaTa mpe3eHTalyja HajuecTo BKIy4dyBa IPOrPECHBHO
HCTEHUYYBakhe Ha POXHHUIATA, OMOMEXaHWYKa HECTAaOMJIHOCT W HENPAaBWIHOCT Ha HEj3MHATa MOBPILIMHA, IITO
JIOBeyBa 10 WHAYNHMpPaHa MHOIMja, HENpPaBWICH acTUTMaTH3aM M HaMalyBamke Ha BHU3yelHaTa OCTPHHA.
[IpeBaneHnaTa Ha KepaTOKOHYCOT ce mpolleHyBa mpuOmmkHO | Ha 2000 numa co morojiemMa 3acTaleHOCT Kaj
MalllkaTa romyJsanuja. 3a0oyBameTo 00MdHO ce MaHudecTupa Bo NMEpHOA0T Ha IMyOepTeT, a HeroBaTa Iporpecuja
MIPOJIOIKYBA CO BapHjaOWIIHA JMHAMUKA BO TPETaTa M YeTBPTaTa JICIEHUja O KUBOTOT, CO CIIEKTap KOj BapHupa oj
JieceH HeNpaBWJICH aCTUTMAaTH3aM JI0 TEIIKa POKHUYHA eKTa3uja. PH3HMKOT 3a adeknuja Ha KOHTpaJIaTepasHOTO OKO
€ Haju3paseH BO IIPBUTE T'OJAMHU 10 MaHU]ecTaluja Ha OoyecTa. BHOMMKPOCKOIICKHOT Tperyiel OTKpHBa HU3a
KapakTepUCTUYHN HAOMW 3aBHUCHO O] CTaAWyMOT Ha Oosecta. PaHmTe KIMHWYKHM 3HamM omdakaar CyNTHIHO
HCTCHUYYBake HA POKHHIIATA, HENpaBHIHA pediekcuja Ha Hej3uHaTa MOBpUIMHA M (EHOMEH Ha ,,HOXKHUIH' Ha
LPBEHUOT peduiekc nmpu petnHockonrja. Co HampeayBameTo Ha OoyiecTa ce TojaByBaaT MocrnenupuIHN 3HAIH, KaKO
mTo ce: Diajimep-oBUOT MpCTeH-TieprudepHa Jemno3ulija Ha Kele30 BO OCHOBAaTa Ha KOHYCOT, Haj1o0po BUIUBA CO
KOOaNT-CMHAa CBETIMHA, BOrTOBHM CTpMU-(QWHM BEPTHKAIHH JIMHUM Ha Halperame BO mabokata cTpoMa M
JecuemeroBa MeMOpaHa, KOM HCYE3HYBaaT IMPH JIECEH NMPUTHUCOK BP3 OKOTO, MPOTPECHBHA POKHUYHA IPOTPY3Hja,
HajoOuMIJIeJHa TP TIperyies Ha Npoduil, JOKATU3UPaHO CTPOMATHO HCTEHUYBame€, HAjuecTO MapaleHTpaHo,
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MyHCcOH-0B 3HaK-V-00JMKOBUIHA AedopManyja Ha JOJHUOT OUYCH Kallak MpH TIOTJIe]] HaJoy, KapaKTepUCTHUCH 3a
HalpeJIHaTHTe CTaJAuyMH. BO TEIIKM ciaydad MOKe Ja HacTaHe aKyTeH KOpHEaJeH XHJIPOIIC, KaKO pe3yiraT Ha
pynrypa Ha JlecriemeroBata MeMOpaHa, INTO [JOBEAyBa [0 AaKyT€H POXHHYEH eIeM, Ooska M 3HAYUTEITHO
BJIOITYBark¢ Ha BUAOT. llenTta Ha oBaa cTyaWja € Ja ce NIpUKaXKe cilydaj Ha OminarepaleH KepaTOKOHYC €O
€BHICHTHPAHO NMOOOPYBame HA KEPATOMETPHCKUTE, BU3YCIHUTE U EKTATUYHUTE IApaMETPH Kaj TPETHPAHOTO OKO
[0 W3BEACHAa TpOIEeaypa Ha KOPHEAICH KOJICHCKM KPOCIMHKMHI Ha TPHMECEYHa KOHTPOJa, W IapaliesHa
mporpecuja Ha 6ojecTta Kaj HEeTPETHPAHOTO OKO.

Kuryunu 300poBu: Kepatokonyc, KopHeasieH KoareHCKu KpOCIMHKUHT, aCTUTMAaTHU3aM.

1.BOBE]

Kopneannoro Bkpcreno mnopasyBame uian Corneal Collagen Crosslinking (CXL) e TepameBcka Merona 3a
3ajaKkHyBamb€ Ha KOJAreHOT BO POXKHMIATa MpeKy (oToxeMucka peakuuja co pudboduasus u YBA 3pauu. Llenra Ha
TPETMaHOT € Ja Ce 3ampe Iporpecujara Ha KepaTOKOHYCOT M JIpYTHM KOpHEaJHW eKTa3WH, cO I 3a4yByBame Ha
BHUJOT M HaMallyBame Ha moTpebara on tpanciutantanuja. Corneal Collagen Crosslinking (CXL) ja momo0pysa
MEXaHHWYKaTa CTAOMIHOCT Ha POXKHHUIATA U TOBEAYBa 10 MI00pyBamke Ha BU3YETHNUTE U TONOTpad)CKUTE MapaMeTpH.
TexuukaTa € pa3BreHa B0 YHHUBEP3UTETOT BO Jlpe3neH Bo 1990-Ture, a mpBuUTe CTYANHU Kaj JIyre 3anogHaie o 2003
rodpuHa. Metomot e omobper ox FDA Bo 2016 rommHa W ce mpuMeHyBa cropen Jpe3neHCKHOT MPOTOKON, KOj
MIpeIBUIYBa TEXHUKU cO ocTpaHyBame Ha ermutenoT (Epi-Off) mmu 6e3 mero (Epi-On). CXL npercraByBa 3Ha4acH
HampeJIoK BO COBpEeMEHaTa O(TaJMOoJIOTHja, CO JOKakKaHa e(pHKACHOCT BO CTAOWIM3HMpamEe Ha KEPATOKOHYC H
CIpedyBame Ha MPOTPECHUBHO I'yOeme Ha BHIOT. VIHAMKANMM 3a HEroBa NpPHMEHa ce: KepaTOKOHYC, MaprHHAIHA
NenylnuIHa JAereHepanyja, €KTa3ud [0 Jlacepcka KOpeKIMja, JO0AeKa KOHTPaWHAWKAIUU C€ AaKTUBHU OYHU
nHpekuun, OpeMeHoCT, PEoCeTIMBOCT Ha pubodiaBuH i YBA, ocnabHaT UMyHHTET, XeplieTH4Ha HHQEKIH]ja,
CYBO OKO.

Iex Ha TPyOOT ¢ na ce oueH epukacHocTa 1 6e36eanocTa Ha Corneal Collagen Crosslinking (CXL) kaj manuesta
CO KEepaToOKOHYC W JpYyrd KOpPHEAIHH eKTa3uu, cO MoceOeH OCBPT Ha MNOAO0OpyBamaTa Ha BHU3YEIHHTE U
Tororpad)cuTe mapaMeTpy Ha POXKHUIATA.

2.IIPUKA3 HA CJIYYAJ

[NammenT Ha 28-romWImHA BO3pacT, CE jaByBa MOpaad IEpPMAHCHTHH NMPOMEHH Ha IUONTpHjaTa M HAIMpPEIHATO
BIIOIITYBamk-¢ Ha BUIOT, BO (ha3a KOra HATY CO HajrojieMa KOpeKIrja He ce MMOCTUTHYBA 3HAYNTEIHO TOA00pyBamke Ha
BH3yeITHATa OCTPHHA.

ITpsuot mpernex e u3BpueH Ha 01.10.2024. KnuaudkuTe HAOIH ce€ CIESIHU:

Bwusyc: VOD:0.3 c.c., VOS: 0.5 c.c.

Wntpaokynapauot nputucok IOP: TOD: 15.7 mmHg, TOS: 16.4 mmHg

OCT u Ttomorpaduja Ha poXKHHIIATA: TOKAKYBAAT MPUCYCTBO HA eKTa3uja o1 95% Ha aecHOTO 0KO U 87% Ha JICBOTO
OKO, IITO yKa)KyBa Ha HampeaHaro AeopMHUpame Ha POXKHHUIIATA.

OBHe HA0/IM Ce KapaKTEPUCTHYHHU 32 IPOIPECUBHUOT KEPATOKOHYC, KOj IPEIU3BUKYBa 3HAUMTEIHO HaMalyBame Ha
BH3yeIHAaTa OCTPHHA M NMPOMEHH BO pedpakmyjaTa, a CO Toa W OTPaHHYCHA MOXKHOCT 3a KOpPEKIHja CO OYHyIa WIH
KOHTAKTHHU JIEKH.

3a moHaTaMoOIlleH TPEeTMaH Kaj MAIMEeHTOT ce pasriieayBaar ClieAHHWBe ommuu: KopHealeH KOJAreHCK KPOCIHHKT
(CXL), miro mpercraByBa MUHMMAJIHO WHBAaH3WBHA TPOIEIypa KOja ja 3ajakHyBa POXKHHIATA M MOXE Ja ja 3arpe
Iporpecujata Ha KePaTOKOHYCOT, CIICIHjaTi3UpaHl KOHTAKTHH JICKA-CKJICPATHU WIH TOPUYHU JICKH KOM MOXaT Jia
ja momoOpaT Bu3yelnHaTa OCTPHHA, HO HE ja TPETHpaaT OCHOBHATA MATOJOTHja W TPAaHCIUIAHTAllMja HA POXKHHIIA
(keratoplasty) omiuja 3a HampeaHATH CAyYauH Kaje MOCTOM 3HAYMTEHO MCTEHUYBAE WM HEMpaBHiHA Gopma Ha
POKHHMIIATA, CO IIeJ Jja ce OOHOBH BH3yeslHaTa QyHKnMja. Ha marueHToT My Oca 00jaCHETH M MOXHHUTE PHU3HUIM U
KOMIUIMKAIMY KaKo HITO Ce: MporpecuBHa aeopmaliija Ha pOXKHHUIATA CO MOKHOCT 3a 3roJIeMyBambe Ha MUOIIHMjaTa
W acTHrMaTH3aMOT, PHU3UK OJ HHOGEKIMH WIA BCHAIUTENHH pEaklUd [0 HWHTEPBEHLUH, MOXHOCT 32
MOCTONEPATUBHN KOMIUIMKAIIMK KaKO 3aMaTyBame Ha POXKHHUIA WIIM PENo3uiivja Ha TpaHCIIaHTaHToT. Cenak Kaj
0BOj IMAIMEHT ce 00pa npoueaypara co KopHeaneH KoJlareHCK KpOCIUHKT.
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Cnuxa 1: Corneal topography and ectasia screening (anterior segment OCT),nped unmepesenyuja na
nayuenmom
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HHTepBeHIHMja ¥ MOCTONEPAaTHBEH TeK-BO HoeMBpu 2024, Kaj ManMeHTOT € M3BplLIeHa uHTepBeHuuja co Corneal

Collagen Crosslinking (CXL), uen na ce 3amnpe mporpecujata Ha KEpaTOKOHYCOT U Jia ¢ CTaOMIN3Upa POKHHIATA.
[ManueHror Oelle MOArOTBEH 3a WHTEPBEHIMjaTa CO ACTAJIHO OOjacHYBame 3a 3HAYCHETO HA IMOCTANKaTa H
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Hej3MHATa eUKacCHOCT, TEKOT Ha WHTEPBEHIIMjaTa, OYEKyBaHUTE PE3yTaTH, MOKHUTE KOMIUIMKAIMHU, KaKo LITO ce
0oJika, 3aMaTyBambe Ha BUAOT WIIM YYBCTBUTEITHOCT HA POKHHIIATA.

Iporenypara ¢ m3BeneHa cropex Jpe3IeHCKHOT TpaHcenuTenuaieH mpotokon 3a Crosslinking u ru Briayuysa
CJICTHABE YEKOPH:

1.AHecTe3nja W aHaiTe3Wja: Ipe] HHTEPBEHIHMjaTa, HA OKOTO Oea AaIIMIHMPaHW JIOKATHA KallKd aHECTeTHK M
aHanTeTHK, 10 MUHYTH IIpe]] TOYETOKOT Ha MHTEPBEHIIIjaTa, CO [eN Ja Ce HaMalld HeTIPHjaTHOCTA.

2.Amnmkanyja Ha puOodIaBuH: Kaneme Ha puOoQIaBUH Ha POKHUIIATA CEKOM 2 MHUHYTH, BO Tek 20 MUHYTH, 3a 1a
ce 00e30equ onTUMalHa IeHeTpanuja 1 e(UKacHOCT Ha KOJAr€HCKHUOT KPOCTHHKHIHT.

3.VB 3paueme:poxxHuiata Oemie u3ioxeHa Ha YB cBeminmHa co uHTeH3uTET 0 IMW/Ccm? 3a 10 MuHHYTH, CO
JMjameTap Ha CHOIl oJ 9 mm. 3a BpeMe Ha 3pauemheTo pUOOQIABHHOT M aHECTETHKOT CE€ alIMLHpaa Ha CEKOH 2
MHUHYTH 32 OJIp)KyBambe Ha KOHIEHTpalHjaTa 1 y100HOCTa Ha MAICHTOT.

4.TlocTonepaTiBHa aruIMKanyja: Mo 3aBpallyBameTo Ha Y B 3pademero, ce amMuupa aHTUOMOTHK U aHAIT'€TUK, CO
LIeJT IPEeBEHIIMja Ha HHQEKIKja 1 KOHTPOoJIa Ha OoJIKara.

5.KoHTakTHa TepameBcka Jeka: ce IIOCTaBH 3a 3allTUTa Ha POXKHHUILIATA U 3rOJIEMyBame Ha YIOOHOCTAa BO NPBHUTE
JICHOBH 110 HHTEPBEHIIMjaTa.

6.lomamrHa Tepammja: MAIMEHTOT MJO0OM AHTHOMOTHK, AaHAJNTeTHK ¥ BEINTAYKH COJI3M 3a TMONApINKAa Ha
3a37paByBabETO U HAMATyBahe HAa CYBOCTA M HPHUTALIMjaTa Ha OKOTO.

IpBara koHTpoOIIa Oele U3BEeICHA [0 HHTEPBEHIIMjaTa: KOHTAKTHATA Jieka Oelle OTCTpaHeTa, MAalUeHTOT He IPHjaBH
HHUKaKBa 0OJIKa WM HENPHjaTHOCT, BUIHATA OCTPHHA Oellle McTa Kako IpeJ HHTepBEHIUjaTa, ITO ¢ BOOOWYAjHO BO
paHHTE MOCTONEPATHBHY ICHOBH IIOPaI¥l IOYSTHOTO OTEKYBabe HA POKHUILIATA.

Bropara koHTpoJia, TpU MeceLy [0 UHTEpBEHIIMjaTa!

Busyc: VOD 0.4 (neixymuo co xopeknuja), VOS 0.5 c.c.

OCT u Tomorpaduja Ha poXKHHUIATA IOKAXKYBaaT CTaOMJIM3allMja Ha eKTa3ujaTa, 0e3 MOHATAMOIIIHO BIIOIIYBabE.
OBue HaoaM yKaxyBaar Ha ycrnemHa nHtepeHuja co CXL, co cradbunmsupame Ha MopdoJiorujaTa Ha poXKHHIATA
U CO MHHHMAJIHU MOCTOIEPATUBHU HENPHjaTHOCTH, INTO € BO COMJIACHOT CO OYEKYBAaHHTE pE3yJITaTH Of
tpancenurenujanen Crosslinking.

Cnuxa 2: Corneal topography and ectasia screening (anterior segment OCT),no unmepeenyuja na nayuenmom
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3. PE3VJITATU U JUCKYCHJA

Kaj manmenrtor npex uatepseniujata co Corneal Collagen Crosslinking (CXL), na mecHoTo OKO ce 3abenexyBa
HaIpEIHATO UCTCHUYBAmE WK eKTa3uja Ha poxxHuiara ox 95%. [lomenbara compen npeaHa U 3aHa 3aKPHBCHOCT
MOKaXyBa JeKa MpelHaTa 3aKpUBEHOCT u3HecyBa 79%, a 3amuHata 95%. ITo Tpu Meceln o] MHTEpPBEHIIMjaTa,
eKTa3hjaTa Ha JIECHOTO OKO ce HamanyBa Ha 86% (mpemua 74%, 3amHa 86%). IloToa, KepaTOMETPUCKUTE U
MaXUMETPUCKHUTE BPEHOCTH HE MOKa)KyBaaT 3HA4ajHH IPOMEHH, IITO YKa)XKyBa Ha CTaOWIHOCT Ha Mopdoiorujata
Ha pOKHUIIATA.

JleBoTo oKoO, KO€ He Oelre TpeTHpaHo, Ha MpBaTa KOHTPOJIa MOoKaxa exTasnja ox 87% (mpenna 71%, 3anna 87%). Io
TpH Mecelu ce 3alenexa Majo 3royieMyBame Ha ekrasujara Ha 88% (mpemna 72%, 3amHa 88%), mpu mTo
KEepPaTOMETPHUCKHUTE U MTaXIMMETPHUCKHATE BPEAHOCTH OCTaHyBaaT Oe3 3HayajHH nmpoMeHr. OBHEe HAOH ja MIOTBPAYyBaaT
MIPOTPECUBHATA MTPHUPOJIa HA KEPATOKOHYCOT BO OTCYCTBO Ha MHTEPBCHIIH]a.

Kaj tperupanoro, necHo oko BugHata octpuHa ce monodpu ox VOD 0.3 c.c. Ha 0.4 c.c. ZeTyMHO, IITO YKa)XXyBa Ha
¢dbyukuuonaseH edekt o nporeaypara. Exrasujata ce nHamanysa o1 95% Ha 86%, 1mTo ja moTBpAyBa ehUKaCHOCTA
Ha CXL Bo crabuimsupame Ha poxHHLATa. KepaToMeTpuCKHTe U NaxMMETPUCKUTE IPOMEHH He Ce CO 3HauajHa
pasiiuka, HITO YKaKyBa Ha TOa JieKa CTPYKTypara Ha pOXKHHUIIATa OCTaHyBa CTaOMIIHA, MAIMEHTOT He TPHjaBu 0oJka
HHUTY 32 BpeMe Ha MHTEPBEHIMjaTa, HUTY BO MOCTOINEPATUBHUOT MEPHOJ U He Oea 3a0enexaHy HUKAKBU HECaKaHU
HOjaBI/I WJIN KOMIIJIMKAIIUH.

Kaj okoto koe He Oelie TpeTrpaHo (JEBOTO OKO): ce 3abeiiexa 01aro nporpecupame Ha ekTasujara oz 87% Ha 88%,
IITO MOTBPAYBA JIeKa KEPaTOKOHYCO € O0JIeCT Koja HalpeayBa ako He ce TPETHpA.

4.3AKJIYUYOK

Pesynratute 011 0BOj Cily4aj ja MOTBpaayBaaT Ba)KHOCTA HA HABPEMEHA IHMjarHOCTHKA M WHTepBeHnHWja co Corneal
Collagen Crosslinking (epi-on) Bo TpeTMaHOT Ha KepaTOKOHyC. Merojata ce MOKaKyBa Kako e(HKacHa BO
CTaOUIM3HUPabe Ha POXKHUIIATA, CIIPEUYBalbe HA HAMpEIlyBamkeTo Ha OosecTa U NoAoOpyBame Ha BUHATA OCTPHHA.
N mokpaj toa mro CXL e Bo ¢asa Ha craHmapau3aiyja, KIMHAYKHTE PE3yNTaTH YKa)KyBaaT Ha 3HAYajHO
HaMaJyBame Ha eKTa3WjaTa Kaj TPETHPAHOTO OKO W CIpeduyBame Ha MoTpedaTa o KpajHa TpaHCIUTaHTalldja Ha
pOKHHUIIaTa BO MHOTY cirydan. OBOj KIMHUYKHK CITy4daj UCTO TaKa ja UCTAKHYBa JBOjHATA MPHPOJa Ha OOJiecTa Koja
ru 3adaka ¥ JBETE OYM, U IO HarjlacyBa 3HAUCHETO Ha PEJAOBHOTO CIIEACHE W HaBpeMeHaTa MHTEPBEHIMja 3a
OINITHMAJIEH UCXO/] Ha MAIUEHTOT.
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