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KERATOCONUS TREATMENT WITH CORNEAL COLLAGEN CROSSLINKING

lljaz Ismaili
University ’Goce Delchev’” Shtip N. Macedonia, iljaz.311117@student.ugd.edu.mk
Strahil Gazepov
University *’Goce Delchev’” Shtip N. Macedonia strahil.gazepov@ugd.edu.mk

Abstract: Corneal cross-linking (CXL) is a method used to create strong bonds in the collagen of the cornea
through a photochemical reaction of collagen fibers under the influence of riboflavin and UVA rays. This method is
used to prevent the progression of corneal ectasia in keratoconus, aiming to prevent progressive vision loss and
avoid corneal transplantation. Cross-linking results in improvements in visual, keratometric, and topographic values.
There are two main techniques: transepithelial and epithelial removal techniques. The Dresden protocol
recommends epithelial removal techniques with UVA radiation for 30 minutes.

The downside of this technique is the pain, which lasts for at least 72 hours.

The effectiveness of cross-linking, pain treatment, and the reporting of postoperative keratometric values in patients
with keratoconus were evaluated one year after the intervention.

The study included 45 patients with keratoconus who underwent cross-linking based on the Dresden protocol. We
created an epithelial flap with a diameter of 8 mm by applying alcohol 28% for 15 seconds. We applied 30 minutes
of riboflavin 5-phosphate 0.1% within 2 minutes, followed by UVA radiation (370 nm, 3m W/cm?). After
repositioning the epithelial flap, therapeutic contact lenses were placed.

Visual acuity and keratometric values improved after the intervention. One year later, topography showed a
reduction in keratometric values by 1.75 D in 16% or 7 patients, and 2.00 D in 84% or 38 patients. Postoperative
pain was absent in 97.7% or 44 patients. Strong postoperative pain was present in one patient or 2.3%. No
postoperative complications were recorded in any patient.

Epithelial flap cross-linking provides the best results for managing postoperative pain, reducing keratometric values,
and improving vision.

Keywords: Corneal collagen cross-linking, procedure, treatment.

TPETMAH HA KEPATOKOHYC CO KOPHEAJIEH KOJJAI'EHCKHA
KPOCJIMHKHUHT

HNba3 Ucmanan
VYuusepsuter [None Jlemyes, [Itun, PCM, iljaz.311117@student.ugd.edu.mk
Crpaxua I'azenoB
Vuusepsurer ['ore Jemues, Itun, PCM, strahil.gazepov@ugd.edu.mk

Ancrpakr: Bosen:Kopreannoto BkpcteHo moBp3yBambe (CXL) e METox KOj ce KOPUCTH 3a CO3/IaBame¢ Ha CHIIHU
BPCKM Ha KOJIATEHOT Ha POXKHHUIATAa NMpeKy (POTOXeMHCKa peakiyja Ha KOJIArCHCKUTE BJIAKHA IIOJ /EjCTBO Ha
pubodmaBun 1 YBA 3panu. Ce KOpHUCTH Kako METO/] 3a CIIPEeUyBamke Ha IporpecrjaTa Ha KOpHea HaTa eKTa3Hja Kaj
KEpaToKOHYyC, CO I JIa C€ CIpEeuYd IPOTPECHBHOTO T'y0eme Ha BHAOT M Jla ce M30€rHe TpaHCIUIAHTaIMja Ha
poxHuIa. BKpCTEHOTO TMOBp3yBame OBO3MOXKYBa I0JI00pyBamba Ha BH3YEIHHTE, KEPAaTOMETPUCKHTE U
tororpadckute BpegHocTH. [locTojaT BE OCHOBHM TEXHHWKH: TPAHCETMTEIHW M EIHUTEJHH TEXHWKH 3a
oTcTpanyBame. [IporokonoT ox [lpe3neH mpenopadyBa TEXHHKH 3a OTCTpaHyBame Ha €MHUTENOT co YBA 3paucwme
oxa 30 MuUHyTH.

HeraruBHarta cTpaHa Ha oBaa TeXHHMKA € OOJIKaTa Koja Tpae HajMalKy 72 daca.

Beme eBamympana eguKacHOCTa Ha BKPCTEHOTO IIOBP3yBame, TPETMAHOT Ha OoONKaTa M H3BECTYBAamBETO 3a
ITOCTOTIEPATUBHUTE KEPATOMETPHUCKH BPEAHOCTH Kaj IAllMeHTH CO KEepaTOKOHYC, Ha TpBaTa TOAMHA IIOCIE
HMHTEPBEHIINATA.

Bo ucrpaxxyBamero 6ea BKiIyueHH 45 MAlMEHTH CO KEPATOKOHYC KOM 0ea I0/UI0KEeHH Ha BKPCTEHO MOBP3yBamke BP3
OCHOBa Ha npoTokosoT ox Jpe3nen. HampaBuBme enutenen ¢uan co nujamMerap o 8§ MM cO HaHECYBame alKoXoJ
28% na 15 cexynnu. Hanecome 30 munytn puboduasun S-gpocdar 0,1% Bo pok o1 2 MHUHYTH, IO LITO Clie/eIIe
VBA 3pauewe (370 nm, 3m W/cm?). [lo peno3snumoHNpameTo Ha €MUTEIHHOT (uial, IMOCTaBUBME TEPareBTCKU
KOHTaKTHHU JIEKU.
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OcrprHaTta Ha BUAOT U KEPaTOMETPUCKUTE BPEIHOCTH Ce 1M0J00pyBaat 1o MHTEPBEHIMjaTa.

[o exna ronuHa, Tomorpadujara MokaxyBa HaMaJlyBame Ha KepaToMeTpuckute BpeaHoct ox 1.75 D kaj 16% nnun
7 manumentn, no 2.00 D kaj 84% wmm 38 mammentn . Kaj 97.7% wmm 44 manuenTn He Ouna mpHCyTHa
noctoneparuBHa 6onka. Kaj exen mammenT mwin 2.3% Onna nmpucyTHa jaka mocT-onepaTuBHa 6onka. Kaj HuTY eneH
MAIMEHT HE CE€ PETUCTPUPAHU NTOCT-ONEPATHBHN KOMILUTHKALIH.

BxpcreHo moBp3yBame co enuTeNeH (hiam gaBa HajIoOpH pe3yniTaTH 3a CIIPaByBamke CO MOCTOINEpaTHBHATA OOJIKa,
HaMaTyBame Ha KEPATOMETPHCKHUTE BPEIHOCTH U MTO00PYBAKE Ha IIICAABETO.

Kuryunu 300poBu: KopHeaseH KOnareHCK KpOCIUHKUHT, IPOLEaypa, TPETMaH.

1. BOBEJ

Kopneannoro BkpcTeHo noBp3yBame (CXL) e MeTo Koj ce KOPHCTH 3a CO3JjaBambe Ha CHJIIHM BPCKH HA KOJIAr€HOT

Ha pOXKHUIIATa NMPEeKy POTOXEMHCKa peaklija Ha KOJIAareHCKUTE BJIaKHA MOJ JIejcTBO Ha prboduiaBun 1 YBA 3pann.

Ce xOpHCTH Kako METOJI 3a CIpeuyBamke Ha Mporpecrjara Ha KOpHeallHaTa eKTas3uja Kaj KepaTOKOHYC, CO IIel Jia ce

CIpeYH MPOTrPECUBHOTO I'yOCH-Ee Ha BUJIOT U Ja ce N30erHe TpaHCIUIaHTal1ja Ha POXKHHIA. BKpCTEHOTO NOBp3yBame

0BO3MOXYBa OAOOpyBama Ha BU3YCIHUTE, KEPATOMETPUCKUTE B TONOTPa(CKUTE BPEAHOCTH.

Temenure Ha OBa TeXHHWKa c€ Pa3BHEHM BO yHHMBEp3WTeT Ha J[pecieH koH kpajor Ha 1990 kora ce HampaBeHHU

NPBUTE HCIUTYBAalkE Ha POXKHULIM HA >KUBOTHHU,KAJEC POXKHULUTE Owmie HaromeHu co pubodmaBuH u YB

3paueme.lIpBuTe cTynuM Ha KOpHEaJeH KOoJareH KPOCIMHKHHI cO yrorpeba Ha pubodumaBuH 1 YB 3paueme Kaj

Jyre 3amoyHa Bo apecaeH Bo 2003 roanHa,co IMIPECHBHE PE3YITATH.

KopHean kosareH KpoCIMHKHT ¢o yrnoTpada Ha puboduiaBuH 1 YB 3pademece kako METo/1a Ha JIEKYBambe ce 0100pH

ox FDA vo 2016 .OBa MeToza ce BoBezie Bo Hamiata J3Y Y kiuHuKa 3a ounu 6ostect Bo 2016 roauHa,co ynotpeda

Ha JIPECICHCKUOT MTPOTOKOJL

LlenTa Ha TPETMAHOT € Jia ce CHpPEeYr HalpeoyBambeTo Ha M3MEHH BO JeOelnHaTa U 3aKpUBEHOCTA Ha POXKHHUIIA Kaj

KEpaTOKOHYC W MapTUHajJHa NeayluHa aereHepanrja. OBue cocTojOM ce KapakTepu3upaaT co HamalleHa je0enrHa

Ha PO’KHULIATA WK 3TOJIeMYBambe Ha KpHBUHATA, HAMAJTyBabe Ha BUIHATA OLITPHHA,KPATKOBUIOT M aCTUTMaTU3aM.

- KpocnumHKMHrOT ja 3romeMyBa MeEXaHMYKaTa M XEMHCKaTa CTaOMIHOCT HA POXKHHUIATA, CO3/1aBajKH
JOTOJIHUTEIHN XEMHUCKH BpPCKHM BO CTpOMara IPeKy BHCOKO JIOKaJIW3UpaHa (OTOMONMMEpH3aIfja, Co
MHUHHMAJIHO U3JI0KYBamhe Ha OKOJHHUTE OKYJIapHHU CTPYKTypH. Mpaanjanujara Ha puOoQIaBHHCKUTE MONEKYIIH
co YBA ru mpaBu HecTaOWITHH, IITO TH HaTepa Aa (GopMUpaaT BPCKU MeTry KOJareHCKUTE (PHOPHIIH, CO3IaBajKu
MOCTOBH KOH ja 3ajaKHyBaaT PO’KHHIIATa. BKPCTEHOTO MOBP3yBamke OBO3MOXYBa IT0100pyBamka Ha BU3YEIIHUTE,
KepaTOMETPUCKHTE U Tornorpadcekure BpeaHocTd. [locrojaT aBe ocHOBHM TexHHKHU: TpancenutenHu(EPI On u
co ozctpanyBame Ha enutenaoT(Epi of) . TIporokonor ox Jlpe3eH npernopayyBa TEXHUKH 32 OTCTPAHYBambe Ha
enuTenoT co YBA 3pademe o1 30 MUHYTH.

Nnpnkanum:

e 3a0onyBamara Ha POXHHMIA CO €KTa3Wja Ha pPOXHHUIEA KAKO KEepaTOKOHYC,MaprHHallHa MeyIuHa
JereHepalnja,cKTa3uuTe Kaj HHTEPBEHIIMUTE 3a KOPEKIIMja Ha TUONTPHa (J1aCKK), TepreHOBa 0OJIECT.

Konrpannankanumu:

e 3abomyBamara M HH(EKIMUTE Ha OKOTO BO AaKTHUBHA (ha3a,kaj OpPEMEHHTE >XEHH,IIPEOCETIMBOCT Ha
puboaBuH WM yB 3paueme,kaj MalMeHTH CO BIOIIEH HMYHHTET,Ka] MaleHTH CO HCTOpHa Ha
XepreTHyHa MHPEKIHa 1 CYBO OKO.

L]

2. MATEPUJAJIN U1 METOHN

- Matepujanu ce KOPUCTEHH MOAATOIUTE OJ1 MEAUIIMHCKUATE M3BEIITAN U UCIeyBabaTa 3a MAIMCHTHTE TPETHPAHH

€O KPOCIMHKHHT CO METO/IaTa CO OTCTpaHyBambe Ha enuted (epi of)

- [locraByBame Ha qUjarHO3a:BUAHA OIITPUHA 0€3 1 CO KOPEKIIHja,0HOMHUKPOCKOIIH]a, HHTPAOKYJIapeH

MIPUTHCOK,KOpHEeaslHa Tonorpaduja , maxuMeTprja U KepaToMeTpHa.

- [IpeonepaTBHa NMpHUIIpeMa Ha MAUEHTUTE

- ONIEPATHBHHUOT TEK

- HcrintyBamata Ha 3 Mecen] 1 1 To/iHa 110 MHTEpBEHIMjaTa
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Cnuxkal. yenmpanna kopueanna devenuna (CCT)

Useop:https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1155/2013/989624

Cnuxa2. Kopneanna monozpaghua
Axial Power [Keratometric]
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Onuc Ha MeTO/IaTA:
-IIpenonepaTBHa mpuIpemMa Ha MAIUEHTOT CO KaIlEhe aHECTETHK
Yexop 1: oTcTpaHyBambe HA EMUTEIOT
-ankoxou 28 %,
-XUpypIIKH HHCTPYMEHT,
-Mapxkep npcreH co npedHux 8-10 mm.
Yexop 2: HaTONyBame Ha POXKHULIATA
-Haronysame ox 30 MuH co:
1.pubodnasun 0.1% 5 dpochar(nedennnara Ha kopuea e 390)
2.pubodnasu co nexcrpan 20 % -T500(kora nedenuHaTa Ha KOpHEa MO OTCTPAHYBH:EC HAa €MUTENIOT W3HECYBa
<390 uMm)
3.BO MHTEPBAH Of] 2 MUH
-[TaxumeTpucka rnmpoBepka:
>390 MHUKPOHH CJIEJICH YeKOp,
<390 mMukpoHu MoBTOpHO 10 MHH HaTOMyBame.
Yexop 3: YB-31pademe (370 nm, 3m W/cm?) anniukanuja
-30 mun co YB- 370 nm 3mW/cm2 (5.4 J cm2),
-8mm CBeTIIOCEH CHOII,

729



KNOWLEDGE — International Journal
Vol.69.4

Annukanua Ha puooguasus 0.1% docdar Ha cexkoj 2 MUHYTH,
-BCC u anecTeTuK TONMMKaNIEH.

Yexop 4: [lokpuBame

-Bpakame Ha ¢uarnor,

-TepareBTCKa KOHTAKTHA JIeKa,

-AHTHOHOTHUK KaIlKH,

-Hectepounen ananretnk (HeBaHaK),
Ynorpebara Ha KOPTHUKO KaIlK{ € JUCKYTaOMITHO

Cnuxa3. Kopneanen konazencku KpocaiuHKuHZz npoueoypa

N

Wzsop: https://safesight.co.za/album/corneal-cross-linking/

KoMmimkanuu:

e Enem Ha cTpoMa co npuBpeMeH KapakTep

e IIpuBpeMeHO 3aMariyBamke Ha KOpHea

o Kopreanna 00JKa U CTEPUIHA HHPIITPATH
e Keparuruc 6aTtepuralieH WK BUPYCEH

e HawmaieH KOpHeaJeH CCH3UOWITUTET

Pe3yararu:

OcTtpuHaTta Ha BUJOT € 000peHa Kaj CUTe MalueHTH.

Ilo emna romuHa, Tomorpadujara MOKa)KyBa HaMalyBame Ha KeparoMeTpuckute Bpeauoctu ox 1.75 D kaj 16%
wu 7 nanuenty, 10 2.00 D kaj 84% wnu 38 nanueHTH.

Kaj 97.7% wnu 44 nauyeHnTn He OWia NpUCYTHA MocToneparuBHa Oosika. Kaj enen maument winm 2.3% Owuna
MPUCYTHA jaka MOoCT-ONepaTuBHa OoJIKa.

Kaj HUTY eJleH MalMeHT He ce PeriCTPUPaHH MOCT-ONEPATUBHU KOMILIHKALH.

I'pagpuxon 1. Kepamomempucku epeonocmu

KepaTomeTpuCKu BpeaHOCTH

~

= 84% p02.004 w=16%p0l1.754

W3Bop: UcTpaxyBame Ha aBTOpUTE
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I'paghukon 2. Ilocm-Onepamugna 601Kka

MocT-onepatnBHM Bo/Ka
23%wnm 1l

m 97.7% vnd 44 naumeHTn ® 2.3% nam 1 nauneHTtn
W3Bop: UcTpaxyBame Ha aBTOPUTE

3. 3AKJIYYOK

KopHeanHHOT KOJIAareHCKHM KPOCIHMHKUHT € e(HUKAcCeH METOZ 3a 3ajaKHyBame Ha POXKHHUIATA M CIIPEUyBame Ha
mporpecujata Ha KepaTokoHyc. OBOj METOZ 3HAYWTENHO ja HaMmaldyBa IOTpebara o] TpaHCIUIAHTAIMja Ha
POXHUIIATa ¥ TH NOA0OpyBa BU3YEIHHUTE U Tonorpadckute napameTpu. MnHure nctpaxysama Tpeda Ja ce HacodaTt
KOH IPOILINPYBamkbe Ha HHAWKAILMHTE U 1T0J00pyBamke HAa TEXHUKHTE.
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