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ПРЕДГОВОР 
 
Почитувани гости, колеги геолози и 

љубопитни души, 
 
Добредојдовте на 5-тиот Конгрес на 

геолозите на Република Северна 
Македонија - интелектуално патување 
кое ги надминува границите, епохите и 
карпестите формации. Додека сите ние 
се собираме под знамето на минатата 
историја на Земјата и нејзината 
сегашност која постојано се развива, да 
тргнеме на патување кое ги обединува 
науката, “чудата” и откритијата. 

Љубопитноста е она што не води и 
во исто време таа е и нашето 
наследство.  

Геолошкиот конгрес е местото каде 
идеите би можеле да се судрат како 
тектонски плочи, предизвикувајќи 
сеизмички промени во разбирањето. 
Нашиот Конгрес не е само социјално 
дружење туку во 2024 тој е раскрсница 
на дисциплини. Момент кога треба да 
размислуваме не само за старите 
седиментни слоеви, туку и за итните 
предизвици на нашето време: 
климатските промени, недостигот на 
ресурси и деликатниот танц помеѓу 
човештвото и природата. Ако порано се 
трудевме со релативните методи да ги 
истражуваме и дешифрираме “тајните” 
пораки врежани во минералите и 
фосилите, денес во нашите лаборатории 
зујат спектрометри, а над нас летаат 
дронови со опции за термичка 
обработка на податоци, картирање и 3D 
моделирање. Тоа се денес алатките на 
модерната геологија. 

Нашиот Конгрес не е само за карпи 
и минерали, туку всушност се работи за 
луѓе. Геолозите од секое катче на 
нашата држава и поширокото 
опкружување, без разлика дали се 
облечени во теренски чевли или во 
лабораториски мантили, на ова место се 
спојуваат и споделуваат. Споделуваме 
податоци, разменуваме приказни и 
поттикнуваме соработки. Во светлите 

PREFACE 
 
Dear guests, fellow geologists and 

curious souls, 
 
Welcome to the 5th Congress of 

Geologists of the Republic of North 
Macedonia - an intellectual journey that 
transcends borders, eras and rock 
formations. As we all gather under the 
banner of Earth's past history and its ever-
evolving present, let us embark on a 
journey that unites science, "wonders" and 
discoveries. 

Curiosity is what guides us and at the 
same time it is our heritage. 

A geological congress is where ideas 
could collide like tectonic plates, causing 
seismic shifts in understanding. Our 
Congress is not only a social meeting, but 
in 2024 it is a crossroads of disciplines. A 
moment when we should think not only 
about the old sedimentary layers, but also 
about the urgent challenges of our time: 
climate change, the scarcity of resources 
and the delicate dance between humanity 
and nature. If earlier we tried with relative 
methods to research and decipher the 
"secret" messages engraved in minerals 
and fossils, today spectrometers buzz in 
our laboratories, and drones fly above us 
with options for thermal data processing, 
mapping and 3D modeling. These are the 
tools of modern geology today. 

Our Congress is not just about rocks 
and minerals, it's really about people. 
Geologists from every corner of our state 
and the wider environment, regardless of 
whether they are wearing field shoes or lab 
coats, come together and share in this 
place. We share data, exchange stories and 
foster collaborations. In the bright halls of 
the convention center, continents collide 
and ideas crystallize. 

As we gather for fellowship together, 
remember: The Earth Atlas remains 
unfinished. There are peaks unclimbed, 
faults unknown and mysteries lurking 
beneath ocean trenches. Our task is to fill 
in those blanks—to map not only           



али на конгресниот центар, 
континентите се судираат и идеите се 
кристализираат. 

Додека се собираме за заедничка 
дружба, запомнете: Земјиниот атлас 
останува недовршен. Има врвови 
неискачени, раседи непознати и 
мистерии кои демнат под океанските 
ровови. Наша задача е да ги пополниме 
тие празни места - да ги картираме не 
само геолошките форми, туку и нашата 
издржливост и надеж за опстојување во 
се покомплексното глобално 
опкружување. Да се сплотиме во таа 
долгорочна и постојана експедиција. 
Без разлика дали сте искусен геолог или 
само геолог почетник чија љубопитна 
душа со чудење гледа во планините, 
овој Конгрес ве поканува. Да 
истражуваме, да дебатираме и да не 
оставиме недоречености. Ајде заедно да 
го напишеме следното поглавје на 
Земјата. Нека науката и љубопитноста 
бидат нашиот геолошки компас. 
Ве поздравуваме со пораката “Ајде да 
истражуваме подлабоко и пошироко - 
заедно“ 

Претседател на Македонско 
Геолошко друштво: 

Академик Проф. д-р Блажо Боев 

geological forms, but also our resilience 
and hope for survival in an increasingly 
complex global environment. Let's unite in 
that long-term and permanent expedition. 
Whether you are an experienced geologist 
or just a novice geologist whose curious 
soul gazes at the mountains with wonder, 
this Congress invites you. Let's research, 
debate and leave no ambiguity. Let's write 
Earth's next chapter together. Let science 
and curiosity be our geological compass. 

We welcome you with the message 
"let's explore deeper and wider – together" 

President of the Macedonian 
Geological Society: 

Academic Prof. d-r. Blazo Boev 
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Abstract 

The effective management of sludge generated from wastewater treatment plants is a critical aspect of 

sustainable environmental practices. As the global population continues to grow, the volume of sludge produced 

by these facilities poses significant challenges in terms of disposal, environmental impact, and resource 

utilization. This abstract explores various possibilities for the management of wastewater treatment plant sludge, 

emphasizing innovative approaches that balance economic feasibility, environmental sustainability, and 

regulatory compliance. 

The first section of this abstract provides an overview of the current state of sludge management, highlighting 

the traditional methods such as landfill disposal and incineration. It then delves into the associated drawbacks, 

including environmental pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, and the loss of valuable resources contained in the 

sludge. 

The second section examines emerging technologies and alternative strategies for sludge management. This 

includes advanced treatment methods like anaerobic digestion, thermal hydrolysis, and pyrolysis, which not 

only reduce the volume of sludge but also harness energy and valuable by-products. Additionally, the abstract 

discusses the potential use of sludge-derived materials in agriculture as soil conditioners and fertilizers, 

promoting the circular economy concept. 

Furthermore, the abstract explores the role of policy and regulatory frameworks in influencing sludge 

management practices. It discusses how supportive policies can encourage the adoption of sustainable 

technologies and incentivize the recycling of sludge, contributing to a more circular and resource-efficient 

wastewater treatment process. 

In conclusion, this abstract presents a comprehensive overview of the current challenges and future possibilities 

in the management of sludge from wastewater treatment plants. By exploring innovative technologies, 

alternative strategies, and policy considerations, it aims to contribute to the development of environmentally 

sound and economically viable solutions for sludge management in the context of a rapidly evolving global 

landscape. 

Keywords: Sludge management, Wastewater treatment plants, Sustainable practices, Environmental impact, 

Resource utilization, Disposal methods, Regulatory compliance, Circular economy, Emerging technologies, 

Anaerobic digestion, Thermal hydrolysis, Pyrolysis, Resource recovery, Soil conditioners, Fertilizers, Circular 

economy, Policy frameworks, Innovation, Environmental sustainability, Economic feasibility. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
The management of sludge from wastewater 

treatment plants (WWTPs) has become 

increasingly significant due to the expanding 

global population, urbanization, and the 

resulting environmental challenges. Sludge, a 

by-product of the wastewater treatment 

process, contains organic matter, pathogens, 

heavy metals, and nutrients, necessitating 

careful handling to avoid adverse 

environmental impacts. Traditional disposal  

 

methods such as landfilling and incineration, 

though widely practiced, are becoming less 

sustainable due to regulatory constraints, 

environmental concerns, and the loss of 

potentially valuable resources. This study 

explores the possibilities for sustainable sludge 

management, focusing on innovative 

technologies and strategies that align with 

environmental, economic, and regulatory 

requirements. 
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CURRENT SLUDGE MANAGEMENT 

PRACTICES 

 

Common Sludge Management Practices  

 Common sludge management 

practices internationally involve a mix of 

traditional and innovative approaches. These 

practices vary based on regional regulations, 

technological advancements, environmental 

considerations, and economic factors. Below 

are some of the most widely adopted sludge 

management practices around the world: 

1. Landfilling: Historically, landfilling has 

been a common practice for sludge disposal. 

However, the decreasing availability of landfill 

space, coupled with stringent regulations 

aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions 

and leachate contamination, has made this 

option less viable. Additionally, landfilling 

results in the loss of potentially recoverable 

resources within the sludge. 

2. Incineration: Incineration reduces sludge 

volume significantly and can generate energy. 

However, this process is associated with high 

operational costs, air pollution concerns, and 

the generation of hazardous ash that requires 

careful disposal. The high energy demand for 

incineration, combined with environmental 

regulations, limits its widespread adoption. 

3. Agricultural Application: The use of 

sludge in agriculture as a soil conditioner or 

fertilizer is another common practice. This 

method leverages the nutrient content of 

sludge, particularly nitrogen and phosphorus. 

However, concerns about heavy metal 

contamination, pathogens, and public 

perception have led to stringent regulations, 

limiting the extent to which sludge can be 

safely applied to land. 

4. Other Sludge Management Practices: 

There are other sludge management practices 

being explored, promoted and/or implemented 

by institutions and scientists around the world. 

These practices focus on resource recovery, 

energy production, and minimizing 

environmental impact. Some of these 

alternative practices include composing 

vermicomposting, sludge drying beds, sludge-

to-biofuel conversion, constructed wetlands, 

thermal processes (other than incineration), 

sludge-to-protein conversion, sludge-to-

building materials, phytoremediation etc. 

These alternative sludge management practices 

are part of an evolving landscape of research 

and innovation aimed at making sludge 

management more sustainable and resource 

efficient. Institutions, researchers, and industry 

stakeholders continue to explore and develop 

these methods to address the growing 

challenges associated with sludge disposal and 

resource recovery. 

Sludge Management practices in Macedonia 

 In North Macedonia, sludge 

management practices are evolving, reflecting 

the broader trends and challenges in the 

wastewater treatment sector in the Balkans and 

Southeastern Europe. Most wastewater 

generated currently in Macedonia is 

discharged to the environment without 

treatment. There are few wastewater treatment 

plants (WWTP) currently operating but several 

WWTPs are under construction or in planning, 

mainly with the financial support of 

international funding institutions. 

 North Macedonia, as a candidate 

country for EU membership, is working 

towards aligning its environmental regulations 

with those of the European Union. This 

includes improving waste management 

practices, including sludge management. EU 

directives on wastewater treatment and sludge 

management are likely to influence future 

policies and practices in the country. There 

have been investments, often supported by 

international donors and financial institutions, 

aimed at upgrading wastewater treatment 

infrastructure in North Macedonia. These 

projects sometimes include components for 

improved sludge treatment and management, 

such as the introduction of new technologies 

or the rehabilitation of existing facilities. 

However, the process of aligning with EU 

environmental standards presents both 

challenges and opportunities. On one hand, it 

requires significant investment in 

infrastructure and technology. On the other 

hand, it opens access to EU funding and 

technical assistance, which could help 

accelerate the adoption of advanced sludge 

management practices
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Majority of Wastewater Treatment Plant that are operating in Macedonia 

 
 
 The government has shown interest in 

public-private partnerships (PPPs) to improve 

waste management services, including sludge 

treatment. These partnerships can help bring in 

the necessary capital and expertise to 

modernize sludge management practices. Also, 

there are ongoing efforts to raise awareness 

about sustainable sludge management 

practices among municipal authorities and the 

public. Capacity-building programs, often 

supported by international organizations, aim 

to improve the technical skills needed to 

manage sludge more effectively. 

While North Macedonia is in the early stages 

of developing more advanced sludge 

management practices, there is a clear 

recognition of the need to move beyond 

traditional methods like landfilling. The 

alignment with EU regulations, coupled with 

international support and investment, is likely 

to drive improvements in sludge management 

in the coming years. Practices such as 

anaerobic digestion, composting, and the 

potential use of sludge in agriculture, if 

properly implemented, could contribute to a 

more sustainable approach to sludge 

management in the country. 

 

 

Sludge management practices in Slovenia 

 Alternatives of sludge treatment that 

are suitable and applicable at wastewater 

treatment plant in Slovenia are: solar drying, 

low temperature drying, medium temperature 

drying, composting and reed beams. 

solar drying 

 Solar drying of sludge takes place with 

natural solar radiation with evaporation of 

water in drying beams. The drying beams are 

covered with a translucent surface to protect 

against rainy weather. Very intensive drying 

takes place in the summer months, when the 

outside temperatures are very high, while in 

the winter months, due to the lower 

temperatures, the drying intensity is lower. 

The solar drying system is sized for the winter 

months. Based on statistical data, a specific 

water evaporation capacity factor (l of 

water/m2) is obtained for smooth ends. 

An important factor in sludge drying is sludge 

stabilization in the previous process. To 

prevent unpleasant odors, the sludge must be 

stabilized, which means that it must have 

organic matter below 55%. In the case of a 
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higher concentration of organic matter, it is 

necessary to clean the exhaust air. 

low temperature drying 

 Low-temperature sludge drying takes 

place on a belt dryer with warm air at a 

temperature of approx. 55oC. With an open 

system, the air is heated through a heat 

exchanger with an external heat source with a 

heat pump or a low-temperature condensing 

boiler. The source of energy is electricity, but 

another suitable energy source. 

 With a closed system, the preparation 

of warm air and the cooling of humidified air 

takes place in a highly efficient device for the 

preparation of drying air. The source of energy 

is electricity, which we feed into the heat 

pump, where heating and cooling energy is 

being prepared for air preparation. 

The device operates continuously 24 hours a 

day and approximately 340 days in a year, the 

other days are reserved for repair and 

maintenance of the device. Sludge can easily 

be dosed into the drying system continuously 

directly from the sludge thickening centrifuge, 

but indirectly via an intermediate sludge 

storage tank. An important factor for 

successful sludge drying is sludge 

stabilization. Some manufacturers limit 

organic matter to a value between 45 and 70%, 

for example for drying, with the proportion of 

proteins in the organic part under 45%. Other 

manufacturers do not record these restrictions.  

medium temperature drying 

 Medium-temperature drying of sludge 

takes place on a belt dryer with warm air at a 

temperature of approx. 140oC. 

Preparation of hot air takes place in the heat 

exchanger (air/thermal oil). The thermal oil is 

heated in the boiler, natural gas, extra light 

heating oil, liquefied petroleum gas, 

electricity, light biomass and others can be 

used as energy sources.  

The device operates continuously 24 hours a 

day and approximately 350 days in flight, the 

other days are reserved for repair and 

maintenance of the device. 

 

 

composting 

 Composting is a process in which the 

organic part of the sludge is broken down to a 

degree of stabilization of the sludge. During 

composting, approx. 20-30% of organic matter 

is converted into water and carbon dioxide. 

During the decomposition phase of the organic 

matter, the temperature rises from 50oC to 

70oC, which also leads to the destruction of 

pathogenic microorganisms. Composting can 

be carried out in anaerobic or aerobic 

conditions, the most common being systems in 

aerobic conditions. For composting, structural 

material such as wood chips, crushed 

branches, leaves and sawdust is added to the 

sludge. The structural material enables air 

circulation in the compost beams. 

reed beams 

Reed plants could supply oxygen to the soil, 

which enables the aerobic decomposition of 

sludge and its mineralization. Reeds require 

minimal maintenance; regular mowing is 

required in the summer. 

Sludge mineralization fields perform three 

basic functions: 

 Sludge drying, 

 conversion into compost-like material 

or hummus, 

 storage and storage of sludge for a 

longer period (from 8 to 12 years). 

The process of decomposition and 

mineralization of the sludge is due to the 

presence of plants and various 

microorganisms, which reduce the nutrient 

content in the sludge by absorbing nutrients 

and incorporating them into green parts and 

biomass. 

 The sludge is placed in layers for a 

period of 8 to 12 years, but up to the maximum 

expected height in the beams. The settling of 

sludge depends on the amount of sludge in the 

sludge reservoir and the content of dry sleep in 

it. 
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Advantages of the method: 

 reduction of water content below 50%, 

 90% reduction in volume, 

 reduction of costs for energy 

consumption, management, 

maintenance and sludge 

transportation, 

 hygienization for secondary 

composting more than last summer, 

 production of potentially usable 

compost, 

 creation of a secondary biotope. 

An important factor for sludge mineralization 

on reed beams is sludge stabilization in the 

previous process. To prevent unpleasant odors, 

the sludge must be stabilized, which means 

that it must have organic matter below 55%. 

A comparison of variants of sludge treatment 

solar drying 
low temperature 

drying 

medium 

temperature drying composting reed beam 

positive features: 

- no necessary 

source of energy 

for drying 

- pleasant energy 

consumption per 

unit of excreted 

water 

- sludge without 

pathogenic 

microorganisms 

 

 

positive features: 

- low energy 

consumption per 

unit of excreted 

water 

- small area of the 

plant 

- the sludge is 

easily partially 

stabilized 

- the procedure is 

continuous 

- the process is 

automated,  

Positive features: 

relatively small area 

of the plant 

- the sludge is easily 

partially stabilized 

- the procedure is 

continuous 

- the process is 

automated 

 

positive 

features: 

- low energy 

consumption 

- the inlet sludge 

is easily 

partially 

stabilized 

- a small amount 

of sludge after 

the finished 

process 

- sludge can be 

used for other 

purposes 

positive 

features: 

- practically no 

energy 

consumption 

- the inlet 

sludge is easily 

partially 

stabilized 

- a very small 

amount of 

sludge after the 

finished process 

 

negative features: 

- a large area is 

required 

- a relatively long 

drying time is 

required 

- drying depends 

on climatic 

conditions 

- the sludge must 

be well stabilized 

 

 

negative features: 

- sludge can easily 

contain 

pathogenic 

microorganisms 

 

 

negative features: 

- an additional heat 

production plant is 

needed (gas, LPG, 

ELKO, biomass, 

electricity, ...) 

- sludge can easily 

contain pathogenic 

microorganisms 

 

negative 

features: 

- a relatively 

large area is 

required 

- there is a lot of 

manual 

manipulation 

- the problem of 

acquiring a plot 

(distance from 

buildings min. 

300m) 

 

 Negative 

features:  

- very large 

surfaces 

- manual work 

with vegetation 

removal 

- the problem of 

acquiring a plot 

(distance from 

buildings min. 

300m) 
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 These different sludge treatments 

improve the existing excess sludge with an 

additional treatment process, which would 

then reduce the amount of sludge and costs of 

the final supply of excess sludge. 

 Additionally, there is research 

supported by the government and 

corresponding institutes about usage of 

different sludge sediments in construction.  

Possibilities of use in construction: 

- for earthworks (soil stabilization, 

revitalization of areas, backfilling, cover 

layers in the waste disposal sites etc.) 

- for embankment layers next to 

geotechnical facilities 

- in the brick industry, where it partly 

replaced the basic raw materials, to 

produce cement 

- in the production of light aggregates  

- as supplementary cementitious materials 

(preliminary calcination required)  

 

 There are many advantages and 

disadvantages of these types of individual 

solutions, but they could be considered as 

emerging technologies and alternative 

strategies which should be leading focus 

globally. Similar stories were call to action for 

policymakers, industry stakeholders, and 

researchers to focus on specific areas of 

improvement in sludge management and 

develop emerging technologies and alternative 

sta 

EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES AND 

ALTERNATIVE STRATEGIES 
 Emerging technologies in sludge 

management offer promising avenues for 

resource recovery, energy production, and the 

reduction of environmental footprints. These 

advancements are driven by a global push 

towards circular economy principles, where 

waste materials are repurposed, and valuable 

resources are extracted rather than discarded. 

Alternative strategies, such as anaerobic 

digestion, thermal processes, and phosphorus 

recovery, are being increasingly adopted to 

transform sludge from a waste product into a 

valuable resource.  

1. Anaerobic Digestion: Anaerobic digestion 

(AD) is gaining popularity as a sustainable 

method for sludge management. This process 

biologically degrades organic matter in the 

absence of oxygen, producing biogas (a 

renewable energy source) and a stabilized 

residue that can be further processed. AD 

reduces sludge volume, mitigates odor issues, 

and generates energy, contributing to a circular 

economy. Advanced AD techniques, such as 

co-digestion with other organic wastes, 

enhance biogas yield and improve the overall 

efficiency of the process. 

2. Thermal Hydrolysis: Thermal hydrolysis is 

a pre-treatment process that involves heating 

sludge under high pressure, making it more 

amenable to subsequent anaerobic digestion. 

This method increases biogas production, 

reduces sludge volume, and improves 

dewaterability, making it a promising option 

for large-scale WWTPs. The integration of 

thermal hydrolysis with AD represents a 

significant advancement in sludge 

management, enabling the recovery of both 

energy and nutrients. 

3. Pyrolysis and Gasification: Pyrolysis and 

gasification are thermochemical processes that 

convert sludge into biochar, syngas, and oils. 

These products have potential applications as 

soil amendments, energy sources, and raw 

materials for chemical industries. Pyrolysis 

produces biochar, which can sequester carbon 

and improve soil fertility, aligning with 

sustainable agricultural practices. However, 

the high initial investment and technological 

complexity of these processes pose challenges 

to their widespread adoption. 

4. Phosphorus Recovery: Given the global 

concern over phosphorus scarcity, 

technologies for recovering phosphorus from 

sludge are gaining attention. Processes such as 

struvite precipitation extract phosphorus from 

sludge, producing a valuable fertilizer product. 

This approach not only addresses the issue of 

phosphorus depletion but also reduces the risk 

of eutrophication caused by phosphorus runoff 

from agricultural lands. 

POLICY AND REGULATORY 

CONSIDERATIONS 

 Effective sludge management requires 

a supportive policy and regulatory framework 

that encourages the adoption of sustainable 

practices. Governments and regulatory bodies 

play a critical role in shaping sludge 
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management strategies by setting standards for 

disposal, encouraging resource recovery, and 

promoting research and innovation in sludge 

treatment technologies. 

1. Regulatory Compliance: Regulations 

governing sludge management vary across 

regions, but they generally aim to protect 

public health and the environment. 

Compliance with these regulations often drives 

the adoption of advanced treatment 

technologies. For instance, the European 

Union's stringent landfill directive has led to a 

significant reduction in sludge landfilling and 

an increase in alternative management 

practices. 

2. Incentives for Resource Recovery: Policy 

mechanisms such as subsidies, tax incentives, 

and grants for renewable energy production 

can stimulate investment in resource recovery 

technologies. Encouraging the use of sludge-

derived products, such as biogas and biochar, 

in various industries can also drive market 

demand and support the development of a 

circular economy. 

3. Public Perception and Education: Public 

perception plays a crucial role in the 

acceptance of sludge management practices, 

particularly in the context of agricultural 

applications. Educational campaigns and 

transparent communication about the safety 

and benefits of using treated sludge products 

can enhance public confidence and support the 

implementation of sustainable practices. 

CHALLENGES AND FUTURE 

DIRECTIONS 

 Despite the potential of emerging 

technologies, several challenges remain in the 

management of sludge from WWTPs. These 

include: 

1. Economic Feasibility: The high capital and 

operational costs associated with advanced 

sludge treatment technologies can be a barrier 

to their widespread adoption, particularly in 

developing regions. Future research should 

focus on cost-effective solutions and the 

optimization of existing processes to make 

sustainable sludge management more 

accessible. 

2. Technological Integration: Integrating 

multiple sludge treatment processes to achieve 

optimal resource recovery and environmental 

benefits requires careful planning and 

coordination. Research into hybrid systems 

that combine biological, chemical, and thermal 

processes could lead to more efficient and 

comprehensive sludge management solutions. 

3. Environmental Impact: While advanced 

treatment technologies offer significant 

benefits, they also present environmental 

challenges, such as energy consumption and 

emissions. Life cycle assessments (LCAs) of 

sludge management options can help identify 

the most sustainable practices and guide 

decision-making. 

4. Regulatory Harmonization: The 

harmonization of regulations across regions 

can facilitate the exchange of best practices 

and the adoption of innovative technologies on 

a global scale. International cooperation and 

knowledge sharing are essential for addressing 

the complex challenges of sludge 

management. 

CONCLUSION 

 The management of sludge from 

wastewater treatment plants is at a critical 

juncture, with traditional disposal methods 

increasingly being replaced by more 

sustainable and resource-efficient practices. 

Emerging technologies such as anaerobic 

digestion, thermal hydrolysis, pyrolysis, and 

phosphorus recovery offer promising avenues 

for reducing the environmental impact of 

sludge while harnessing its potential as a 

valuable resource. However, the successful 

implementation of these technologies requires 

a supportive policy framework, public 

acceptance, and ongoing research to address 

the economic and environmental challenges. 

 As the global demand for sustainable 

solutions grows, the wastewater treatment 

sector could lead the way in transforming 

sludge from a waste product into a resource, 

contributing to a circular economy and a more 

sustainable future. 
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