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I. Introduction

The main aim of the analysis is to investigate the export performance and economic 

growth in five Western Balkan countries and Visegrad group of countries including Croatia 

and Slovenia and to explore the intra-regional trade perspectives in WB region

Export performance is measured by two approaches:
1) Quantitative aspect of export performance

- Export of goods and services per capita in US$

- Export of goods and services (% of GDP) 

2) Qualitative aspect of export performance

- Export diversification (number of exporting products and exporting markets/countries)

- Export sophistication (level of complexity of exporting products)

Intraregional trade performance and perspectives

pita
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Export of goods and services per capita and export (% of GDP) in 

WB6 region and Visegrad group of countries

Country

Exports of goods 

and services             

(% of GDP)

Exports of goods 

and services per 

capita, US$

SVN 83.63 24496

CZE 72.73 19508

SVK 93.80 20066

HUN 81.55 15272

POL 57.91 10424

HRV 51.28 17685

AVARAGE 73.48 17910

MKD 66.21 4433

SRB 54.48 5029

BIH 42.67 3048

ALB 30.62 1988

MNE 42.83 4055

AVARAGE 47.36 3710



Intra-regional trade performance in WB region



Intra-regional trade concentration in WB region
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 1) Western Balkan countries have worst export performances compare with 

Visegrad countries including Croatia and Slovenia

- 5 times lower export of goods and services per capita

- 26 p.p lower relative share of export in GDP

2) Western Balkan countries have unfavorable export structure compare with 

Visegrad countries including Croatia and Slovenia

- less diversified export (export of smaller number of products and to smaller 

number of markets/countries), 

- lower export sophistication level (exporting products with lower added value 

and level of complexity)

3) Increased intra-regional trade cooperation with high trade concentration

pita

In Concluding remarks
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 1) More focus to exporting sector and policies toward export structure 

upgrading and export diversification

2) Create more friendly conditions for regional trade integration

- Support Trade facilitation process

- Support Digital trade and trade services

- Reduction of non-trade barriers

- Infrastructure connectivity

- Support institutions, organizations and events that promote the        

regional trade and business cooperation

pita

In Policy recommendations to WB policy actors 
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