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Predgovor

PREDGOVOR

“Kar lahko otrok danes naredi s pomocjo, bo jutri zmogel sam..’
Lev S. Vygotsky

Dragi udelezenci mednarodne konference EDUvision 2023 in bralci,

predstavljamo vam zbornik prispevkov, ki ga je obogatila predanost izkuSenih uciteljev ter
raziskovalcev z vsega sveta. Skozi te prispevke boste prebrali, kako so se soocali z izzivi in
izpopolnjevali svoje ve$€ine poucevanja ter raziskovali njihov klju¢ni vpliv na uspeh pri svojem
delu. Custvena inteligenca nam omogo¢a, da razumemo ne le lastna Gustva, temve¢ tudi Gustva
drugih, kar pripomore k bolj§$im medosebnim odnosom in uspesnemu vodenju. Komunikacija je
orodje, ki nam omogo¢a, da u¢inkovito izmenjujemo informacije in ideje ter skupaj oblikujemo
boljse resitve. Sodelovanje v timu je klju¢ do dosezkov, saj zdruzevanje razli¢nih perspektiv
omogoca doseganje skupnih ciljev.

Prispevki, ki jih boste prebrali, ponujajo prakticne primere in u¢inkovite resitve za poucevanje
in vrednotenje znanja. Ti prispevki odrazajo tudi pomen vkljuevanja mehkih veSéin v
izobrazevalne procese, saj se zavedamo, da so to kljuéne spretnosti, ki jih potrebujejo Studentje
in ucenci za uspesno prihodnost.

Sodelovanje uciteljev, njihova vnema in raziskovalni duh bogatijo izobrazevalno skupnost ter
razSirjajo obzorja, kako poucevati in pripravljati nove generacije na izzive prihodnosti.
Poucevanje ni zgolj prenos znanja, temve¢ tudi oblikovanje karakterja in razvoj ves¢in, ki bodo
posameznikom omogocile, da se prilagajajo in uspevajo v nenehnem spreminjajocem se svetu.

Zato ne pozabimo, da je kvaliteta izobrazevalnega sistema v veliki meri odvisna od nas samih.
Vsak prispevek, vsako izkus$njo in vsako spoznanje, ki ga delimo na tej konferenci, prispeva k
obogatitvi nasega izobrazevalnega okolja in posledi¢no k izboljSanju druzbe in sveta, v katerem
Zivimo.

V zborniku je zbranih 149 znanstvenih in strokovnih prispevkov, 40 povzetkov
predavanj ter predstavitvi dveh okroglih miz na temi: Podpora vzgojno-izobrazevalnemu
sistema pri delu z nadarjenimi ucenci ter KRITICNO RAZMISLJANJE: Poucevanje ucencev,
kako naj razmisijajo, in ne, kaj naj razmisljajo.

Zahvaljujemo se vam za vaSo predanost, delitev izkusenj in kvalitetno delo na podroc¢ju
izobraZevanja.

S spostovanjem,

Programski in organizacijski odbor
mednarodne konference EDUvision 2023
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Izv. prof. dr. sc. Jasminka Brala Mudrov¢i¢, Odjel za nastavnicke studije u Gospi¢u
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doc. dr. sc. Matija Varga, Sveuciliste Sjever, Koprivnica / Veleu¢iliste Baltazar Zapresi¢, Hrvaska
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Prispevki objavljeni v zborniku so najmanj dvakrat recenzirani.
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Abstract

The social context in which pedagogical activity takes place has a significant impact on the teaching
and learning process. The social context includes cultural norms, values, beliefs, and socio-economic
conditions that shape how people think, behave, and interact with each other. Pedagogical activity is
deeply intertwined with the social context, and educators must understand how it influences their
practices. The reflection of the social context on pedagogical activity can have significant impacts on
the effectiveness and outcomes of education. Cultural norms and values shape pedagogical practices in
many ways. For instance, cultures that prioritize conformity, obedience, and respect for authority may
prioritize rote memorization and strict adherence to rules and authority figures. In contrast, cultures that
value creativity, critical thinking, and individuality may prioritize experiential learning and student
autonomy. Socio-economic conditions also impact the way the pedagogical activity is carried out. The
content and curriculum of educational programs are also shaped by the social context. Educators must
understand the social context in which they operate to design effective educational experiences that meet
the needs and aspirations of their students. By doing so, educators can promote values and beliefs that
support creativity, critical thinking, and social justice. The aim of this study is to determine the societal
factors that influence pedagogical activity and how they impact educational achievements. To achieve
this goal, we will use analysis as well as conducted research to identify the influencing factors.

Keywords: Beliefs, cultural norms, education, effectiveness, learning, outcomes, pedagogical activity,
social context, socio-economic conditions, teaching, values.

1. Introduction

Pedagogical activity represents a complex and highly relevant issue that is of vital
importance for social development. Writing about the pedagogical activity as one of the
invaluable factors for personal and societal development as a whole is a challenge. Pedagogy
itself is determined by numerous factors, conditions, and relationships that are dynamic,
variable, and developmental. Therefore, the need for constant monitoring and study of these
factors is inevitable. The effort represents a form of observation and presentation of the factors
that influence the quality of the pedagogical activity.

It is clear that children may arrive at school ready to learn in a number of different ways.
One way is to have high levels of language, emergent literacy, and world knowledge acquired
at home or in preschool. Equally important, though, is a readiness in the emotional, social, and
motivational realms: the ability to adapt to the new constraints of the classroom, the social skills
that are needed to participate effectively in classroom discourse, and the self-esteem and sense
of agency required to work hard and learn intentionally.

The social context within the classroom plays a crucial role in shaping educational
experiences and outcomes." (Mehan, 1979). School learning is a social as well as a cognitive
process, one influenced by the relationships between student and teacher and among students.
Furthermore, what children learn at school is not exclusively academic content; schools are
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designed to make children productive citizens who are respectful of the diversity of their
society. While there has been a great deal of research on the social and motivational
determinants of school success for mainstream children, attention to these matters with regard
to language-minority children has focused more on issues of mismatch between the social rules
these children bring from home and those that obtain in the classroom.?®

2. Pedagogical activity as a societal phenomenon

Pedagogical activity as a social phenomenon refers to the various educational and
instructional practices and processes carried out within a society. It encompasses the collective
efforts and interactions aimed at promoting learning, knowledge transmission, and personal
development within a social context. "Pedagogical practices and educational systems are deeply
influenced by the social context in which they operate.” (Bourdieu, 1986)

As an integral part of society, pedagogical activity involves the participation of educators,
learners, educational institutions, and the broader community. It reflects the values, beliefs, and
goals of a particular society in shaping the educational system and practices. The effectiveness
and impact of pedagogical activity are influenced by social, cultural, economic, and political
factors that shape the educational landscape.

Pedagogical activity as a social phenomenon encompasses various aspects, including the
establishment and management of educational institutions, curriculum development, teaching
methods and strategies, assessment and evaluation practices, and the overall organization and
administration of educational systems. It also involves the interaction and collaboration
between educators, learners, parents, policymakers, and other stakeholders in shaping
educational policies and practices.

As a society evolves and undergoes social, technological, and economic changes,
pedagogical activity must adapt and respond to emerging needs and challenges. It plays a
crucial role in the social development of individuals and the overall progress of society by
equipping individuals with the knowledge, skills, values, and attitudes necessary for their
personal growth, active citizenship, and contribution to the community.

Overall, pedagogical activity as an overarching social phenomenon highlights the dynamic
and multifaceted nature of education within a society, emphasizing its role in shaping
individuals, fostering social cohesion, and driving societal progress.

Pedagogical activity is a form of social activity aimed at transferring cognitive and
epistemological achievements from older generations to younger ones, encompassing the entire
culture and experience acquired by humanity, and creating conditions for personal development
and preparation for assuming certain social roles in society. Learning and cognitive
development are profoundly shaped by social interactions and cultural contexts.” (Vygotsky,
1978). The goal of the pedagogical activity is the "comprehensive harmonious development of
the individual."

One of the most important characteristics of pedagogical activity is its social nature. It
should involve both teaching and development. This activity combines the self-realization of

28 National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. 1997. Improving Schooling for Language-
Minority Children: A Research Agenda. Washington, DC: The National Academies Press.
https://doi.org/10.17226/5286.
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the teacher and their directed involvement in the transformation of the student (their level of
training, education, and development).

Pedagogical activities are determined by:

— First, it is concrete-historical. This means that the goals, content, and nature of such
activities change in accordance with changes in historical reality.

— Second, pedagogical activity is a specific type of socially valuable activity for adults.
The social value, or the spiritual and economic power of any society, is directly linked
to the self-improvement of its members as civilized individuals. Every human society
Is interested in positive results from pedagogical activities. If its members degrade, no
society can fully develop. Therefore, spiritual and material development is necessary
to ensure the progressive advancement of society.

— Third, pedagogical activities are carried out by specially trained individuals based on
professional knowledge. In addition to professional knowledge, a significant role is
given to professional skills. The teacher constantly improves in the practical
application of knowledge.

— Fourth, pedagogical activity is creative. It is impossible to program and predict all
possible options for its course since it is impossible to find two identical personalities,
two identical families, and two identical classes.

Pedagogical activity as a societal phenomenon is realized dialectically, in contradictions.
These contradictions are the driving force behind its development, the emergence of progressive
and innovative experiences, and stimulating pedagogical thought. These contradictions stem
from the mobility and variability of the content of the fundamental functions of pedagogical
activity. The development of society, the accumulation of new knowledge, the improvement of
production processes, and social progress—all these necessitate a change in the content and
functions of pedagogical activity.

Pedagogical activity exhibits a well-known traditional conservatism. This is due to the
characteristics of children's nature, and the need for sustainability and stability of content,
forms, and methods of educational work. The professional and psychological characteristics of
teachers, consisting of the appearance and reinforcement of pedagogical patterns and templates,
play a significant role. As a result, there is a resistance between the content of education and
training, the methods and forms of pedagogical activities on one side, and the new demands of
societal life on the other side. "Curriculum reflects the dominant ideologies and social values
of a particular society or community.” (Apple, 1990). Its transformation is based on analyzing
all spheres of our society's life, identifying new demands for human beings and data necessary
for revising the content of education and the educational process, and improving the forms and
methods of pedagogical activities. "Pedagogical practices can challenge oppressive social
structures and foster critical engagement among learners.” (Giroux, 1983).

Pedagogical activity as a "public phenomenon” exists within a system of complex
dependencies and relationships with other phenomena of public life. "Schools often reproduce
social inequalities through the hidden curriculum, which reflects and reinforces social class
divisions." (Anyon, 1980). It is closely connected to the economic foundation. Pedagogical
activities are an essential organic part of organized production relations that aim to meet the
needs of the economy, production, preparation of productive forces, and the needs of a social
state. It is sustained by society, fulfilling its social order, designed to provide protection and
multiplication of its property, labor, and general cultural education of younger generations.
Pedagogical activities also aim to solve developmental tasks from childhood to adulthood.
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"The pedagogical activity must aim at transforming oppressive social structures and
promoting critical consciousness among learners.” (Freire, 1970).

Pedagogical activity as a public phenomenon is linked to ideological superstructure. Its task
involves shaping children's consciousness in the spirit of the demands of a humane, democratic
public consciousness and involving children in the culture of public life.

Pedagogical activity is organically connected to language. Language is the primary tool of
the pedagogical activity, facilitating pedagogical interaction, influence, and the organization of
a child's entire life. Pedagogical activity, as a socio-societal function, acts as an organizer of the
pedagogical efforts of the entire society: the pedagogical activities of the public, families, and
all educational institutions.

3. Pedagogical activity from the modern side of view

Each country has a societal responsibility to create conditions for the advancement of
education and opportunities to increase the well-being of its citizens. Today, at the highest
international level, discussions revolve around political transformational and interactional
processes, the intellectualization of professions and labor, high unemployment rates, increasing
poverty, the fight for human rights (including the protection of children, the disenfranchised,
marginalized, and discriminated groups), multiculturalism, overpopulation, issues in the sphere
of social and healthcare protection, bilingualism and multilingualism as a need for mutual
closeness and understanding, environmental protection concerns, and the affirmation of the
economic dimension of knowledge, among others. "Education should be closely linked to the
democratic ideals and social needs of a society.” (Dewey, 2004)

When analyzing pedagogical activity from within, in the present moment in which we
operate and develop it, the following causal factors that influence it can be identified:

e The current socio-economic situation of people: The transition from one social
system to another and the process of transitioning social capital in the past decade have
led to the closure of many jobs, which has had a highly negative impact on everyone.
Many have lost their jobs, and the combination of low educational attainment and
hidden discrimination has put a significant number of people at the top of the list for
technological redundancies. Many found themselves back at the Employment Agency.
Unfortunately, their level of education does not enable them to have equal access to the
labor market. The only means of survival for many families is social assistance.
Consequently, it is not uncommon to encounter situations where one child returns to
school, and then the same school bag, supplies, or clothing is passed on to another child.
Only the books are changed if they are of different ages or if they exist at all. Such a
situation in families has consequences for children who feel neglected and unequal in
comparison to other students, regardless of their ethnic community. The social
disparities that significantly increase with the elimination of school uniforms can lead
to introversion and withdrawal, which is one of the reasons for avoiding educational
institutions or completely abandoning the educational process. In the race for daily
existence, parents notice changes in their children, even after the street takes over their
upbringing completely. Unfortunately, those responsible for preventing such conditions
have recently almost exhausted all capacities and tools.

« Distance from educational institutions: The socio-economic situation is often the
reason why families from different ethnic communities choose less attractive living
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positions. They mostly reside in settlements where the majority of the population
belongs to the same ethnic community and are located on the outskirts of cities. In these
settlements, there are very few or no primary or secondary schools at all. The distance
between the settlements themselves and the urban centers and educational institutions
represents an additional cost for the family, as they have to provide transportation for
their children. Until the socio-economic disparities in comparison to other communities
in the country are reduced and until new primary and secondary schools are opened,
which will be located closer to such settlements, this will remain another factor limiting
the number of educated personnel from different ethnic communities.

o Culture, tradition, and customs: The socio-economic status of ethnic communities does
not facilitate easy integration into modern societal trends; on the contrary, it often leads
to seclusion in ghettoized settlements where there is a sense of security among peers, and
among equals. Such separation and ghettoization of communities do not allow for rapid
changes in traditions and cultural practices. Under the influence of parents, underage
marriages still occur, which is one of the reasons for abandoning the educational process.
With incomplete education, young parents quickly become a burden not only to their close
relatives but also to the broader community. However, the actions of the civil sector, as
well as the media, step by step, have brought about certain shifts in traditions and cultural
practices among specific groups. With emancipation, women, who were subordinated
within the family for a long time, are slowly but surely changing their status and the status
of their children. In an increasing number of families, there is a change not only in the
awareness of the importance of education but also in reducing pressure on their own
children to enter marriage at an early age. Such changes in parents' thinking have an
impact on their children, who increasingly want to complete a certain education to find
their own existence.

o Language unfamiliarity: Not knowing the language in which the educational process
takes place is another factor and barrier to achieving solid results in education. The
additional efforts required of children to grasp the instructional material create significant
resistance and can be a reason for prematurely leaving educational institutions. From
birth, the entire upbringing of children in the majority of families belonging to different
ethnic communities is conducted in the mother tongue. Children who speak their mother
tongue within their families and in the settlements have no opportunity to properly learn
the language of the broader community. These children lack opportunities for preschool
preparation in which they would master the language in which they should later receive
an education.

4. Conclusion

In the coming period, the number of young populations is expected to decrease in relation to
the number of adult and elderly populations. This trend strongly influences the creation of
educational policy, especially in terms of the network of educational service providers and their
cumulative power. Additionally, youth unemployment and limited opportunities for workforce
participation have an impact on structuring educational needs. One of the key challenges for the
creators of educational policy and the education system as a whole in the upcoming period is
raising the level of education for young people and adults, with a particular focus on enhancing
the quality of their professional, vocational, and social competencies. Objectifying the concept of
lifelong learning and training should help establish a dynamic link between education, the labor
market, and societal changes. Creating conditions for continuous enhancement, change, and
refreshing of competencies for young people and adults will imply better starting positions in
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transitioning from learning to work, retaining or changing jobs, and active participation in
democratic decision-making processes. A fundamental precondition for achieving this goal is
elevating the quality and power of educational, cultural, and sports service providers and building
mechanisms for their effective impact on strengthening the capacities and improving the quality
of individual lives, as well as the physical and mental health and satisfaction of young people and
adults.

In order to increase employment opportunities, it is necessary to simultaneously implement
changes in the education sector. In that case, employment will be determined not only by the
rate of economic growth and labor market supply but also by the effectiveness of implementing
educational policies at the regional level. The economic and cultural development of each
region within the country will depend on the status of knowledge and professional qualities as
a priority value scale in the regions and the country as a whole. They should obtain the status
of decisive factors for successful economic and cultural development, as opposed to nepotism
and partisan favoritism. Only in this way can the demands of the global economy and the
unstoppable advancements in information technology be met, along with their influence on the
structures of professions, occupations, and knowledge-based work in all fields. In all forms of
human activity, the application and development of the information industry, particularly
computer technology, significantly highlight the issue of promoting digital literacy as one of
the key competencies that young people and adults should possess.

The necessity of introducing new information technology in all sectors of activity is
accompanied by the following: increasing the IT workforce potential, strengthening IT education
and training in all sectors, functional adaptation or computer literacy of young people and adults in
technology-saturated sectors, improving IT education in compulsory and post-compulsory
education, and utilizing ICT to enhance the efficiency of the education system. In that sense,
knowledge and proficiency in ICT represent an essential part of the competencies of young people
and adults and a prerequisite for their effective engagement in the labor market and socio-political
life.
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