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Sustainability of minority rights in the Macedonian case 

The subject of this lecture is the rights of minorities and their sustainability in the 

Macedonian case. The concept of sustainability in this context refers to the persistence of minority 

rights. Main attention will be given to the protection of minorities in North Macedonia 

(constitutional and legal norms and implementation policies) in order to identify how sustainable 

they are. (For better understanding of minorities issues, a brief comparison of the legal protection 

of minorities in Hungary and North Macedonia will be made).  

The presentation will be conducted by analysing how often constitutional and legal 

dispositions and policies for their implementation in North Macedonia, change. Particular attention 

will be given to Ohrid Framework Agreement dispositions and results of their implementation. 

This agreement was signed in 2001, to ensure democracy in the country (promotion of peaceful 

and harmonious development of civil society with respect for the ethnic identity and interests of 

all Macedonian citizens) and to enable the development of closer and more integrated relations 

between Macedonia and the Euro-Atlantic community. 

Suggested literature reference for this lecture: 

- Constitution of the Republic of North Macedonia, https://www.sobranie.mk/the-constitution-of-

the-republic-of-macedonia-ns_article-constitution-of-the-republic-of-north-macedonia.nspx 

- Ohrid Framwork Agreement, https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/2/8/100622.pdf 

-Jordanka Galeva, European integration policy challenges for ethnic integration in the Republic 

of North Macedonia, (35-52), DOI: 10.13140/RG.2.2.11592.19206, Yearbook on European Law, 

Policies, and Institutions, Vol 1, 2022, European Policy Institute – Skopje, Skopje, 2022, 

https://epi.org.mk/wp-content/uploads/Yearbook-on-European-Law-Policies-and-Institutions.pdf 

 

-Marginalized Minorities in development programing, a UNDP resource guide and toolkit, 

https://w02.unssc.org/free_resources/MarginalisedMinorities/ 

- Katie Willis, Theories and practice of development, Routledge, 2011, 2nd  edition 

- Rodolfo Stavenhagen,  The ethnic question, conflicts, Development and Human rights, The 

United Nation University, 1990 

- Amartya Sen, Development as freedom, Anchor Books, 2000 
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