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AGENDA

Introduction and defining ethnic / 
racial profiling in criminal context

repercussions in practice and 
phenomenology of racial profiling

Addressing Anty-gypsisam in ethnic
profiling cases

case law (in national courts)

case law from ECHR with special
emphasis on the Lingurar v. Romania



INTRODUCTION

What is racial [ethnic] profiling?

“the use by the police, with no objective 
and reasonable justification, of grounds 
such as race, color, languages, religion, 
nationality or national or ethnic origin 
in control, surveillance or investigation 
activities”

Lingurar v.Romania



PROFILING THE RACIAL 
PROFILING

ind iv idua l s  a r e  ta rge t ed  o r  
t r ea t ed  d i f f e r en t ly  by  law 

enfo r cement  – po l i ce, publ i c  
p ro secu t ion and even the  

nat iona l  cour t s , so l e ly  based  on 
the i r  pe r ce i ved  race, e thnic i t y, 
na t iona l  o r ig in , o r  r e l ig ious  
background , ra the r  than on 

r easonable  susp ic ion o r  ev idence  
o f  c r imina l  ac t i v i t y



Unspoken biases

Stop & search or 
identity checks by 

police based on 
appearance 

Harsher sentences for 
persons belonging to 

minority groups  

Presumed guilty 
phenomena 

phenomenology of 
racial profiling



Behavior 
specific to 

Roma 

All Muslims are 
terrorist except 

the ones that 
are not

Migrants will 
change your 

country   
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Burlya & Others v. Ukraine

Lakatosova nad Lakatos v. 
Slovakia

Alkovic v. Montenegro 



CASE LAW CONSIDERING RACIAL 
PROFILING 

Afghan family 
identity check on 
a train to Bonn 

“Moelander” project 
in the Netherlands 

Young students in 
France stopped for 
being themselves

Roma inclusion in a 
Swedish police register 
solely based on their 

ethnic origin



CASE LAW ECHR CONSIDERING 
RACIAL PROFILING 

Lingurar v. 
Romania Wa Baile v. 

Switzerland 

Basu v. Germany

Mohamed v.Spain Seydi & Others v. 
France 



ONE COLUMN 
LAYOUT 

Click to add title here

▪




