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A SPECIFIC GENRE

= What is biofiction?
= A hybrid genre of life-writing

= Life stories repeatedly
used as plot lines in postmodern biofictions, which,
it should be noted,
underline the connection between fiction, biography,
and autobiography by developing texts that are “both
self-reflexive and yet paradoxically also lay claim to
historical events and personages” (Hutcheon 2003: 5). The
process of
creating such texts involves different appropriations
of facts, fictional characters, literary
works and practices, themes and subjects, which are re
ordered in a constantly changing world of doubling,
mirror reflections and
fluctuations constructing in this way narrative identitie

s that subvert the popularly accepted images of publi ‘
figures.
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THE BIOFICTION IN
THE CONTEXT OF THE
BALKANS

= Exhibits unique perspective and
development

= Global and transcultural outlook

= Specific contribution to world literature

= Both books by Balkan authors
about world figures and by world
authors about Balkan figures




BALKAN BIOFICTIONS —
CHARACTERISTICS

Life-writing narrative journeys

Shapeshifitng, transgressions and crossing
thresholds

Narratives as agents of changes and
transformation
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BIOFICTION ABOUT GOCE
DELCEV

= Georgi Nikolov Delchev 4 February 1872 — 4 May
1903), known as Gotse Delchev or Goce Delcev
(T'oue [lenryeB), was an important Macedonian
revolutionary (komita) active in the Ottoman-
ruled Macedonia and Adrianople regions at the
turn of the 20th century. He was the most
prominent leader of what is known today as the
Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization
(IMRO), a secret revolutionary society that was
active in Ottoman territories in the Balkans at the
end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th
century.

= The international, cosmopolitan views of Delchev
could be summarized in his proverbial sentence: "l
understand the world solely as a field for cultural
competition among the peoples"
€



BIOFICTION ABOUT THE

22 AKO CE POJAT

MACEDONIAN REVOLUTIONARY 5 Uvecre
GOCE DELCEV

1. Ako ce pogaTt HekakBHU 4yBcTBa (2023)
(If any feelings should be born) - Blaze "ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂm\"”
Minevski - o

2. JaHKa

3. ,,AKO ce poJilaT HEKOU YYBCTBa, bUjieTe
06J1arocJIoBeHu"



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Gotse_Delchev?uselang=bg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

BIOFICTION ABOUT MUSTAFA
KEMAL ATATURK

= Mustafa Kemal Atatlirk, (c. 1881 — 10 November
1938), was a Turkish field
marshal, revolutionary statesman, author, and
the founding father of the Republic of Turkey,
serving as its first president from 1923 until his
death in 1938. He undertook sweeping
progressive reforms, which modernized Turkey into

a secular, industrializing nation.ldeologically

a secularist and nationalist, his policies and socio-

political theories became known as Kemalism. Due

to his military and political accomplishments,

Ataturk is regarded as one of the most important

political leaders of the 20th century.

= Born in today's Thessaloniki, attended military

J school in today's Bitola.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mare%C5%9Fal_(Turkey)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkish_National_Movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Founding_father
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_and_state_funeral_of_Mustafa_Kemal_Atat%C3%BCrk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atat%C3%BCrk%27s_reforms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secularism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkish_nationalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atat%C3%BCrk%27s_Reforms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kemalism

: .‘Kovachev wT*nte Atatrk was a mllttary

ObpeyeHara mo6OB Ha ATaTlOpK (2010)
- (The Doomed: Love of:Ataturk):-

Liljama’ Serafimova = The relattonshlp
between Ataturk -and Mltl Kovacheva, the
_daughter of Bulgarlan general Stilijan

“envoy.in Bulgarla ‘at, the beginning of’ XX
century

locnorfa AtaTtypk (2016) (Mrs: Ataturk) = & |

Ipek-Chalishar'— About hIS only wife Latife : : % S

Han|m : ; 4 \ 1 )‘ CEPADHMORA
- Xoten.mery [se BO]HI/I (2022) (Hotel between s v —, - st L (‘)‘EI;E‘JEHATA

Two Wars) --Aleksandar-Rusjakoy <~ The love y A A e 4 10508
story between Ataturk and Eleni Kannte ' o Sreend ST e Sl

HA
ATATIOPK




BIOFICTIONS ABOUT MARRIE
CURIE SKLODOWSKA

= Maria Salomea Sktodowska-Curie (7 November
1867 — 4 July 1934), known simply as Marie
Curie was a Polish and naturalized-
French physicist and chemist who conducted
pioneering research on radioactivity. She was
the first woman to win a Nobel Prize, the first
person to win a Nobel Prize twice, and the only
person to win a Nobel Prize in two scientific
fields. Her husband, Pierre Curie, was a co-
winner of her first Nobel Prize, making them
the first-ever married couple to win the Nobel
Prize and launching the Curie family legacy of
five Nobel Prizes. She was, in 1906, the first
woman to become a professor at the University

of Paris.
€



MARRIE CURIE
BIOFICTIONS

BapmaBckata cpHa (2023) (The Warsaw
Doe) - Mimoza Risova — About the three
love interests of the great scientist; the
book is divided into three units; the end
of Marrie's first love with the Polish
SMARD mathematician Kazimierz Zorawski, the
i marriage with Pierre Currie and the
el passionate adventure with the French

URI E mathematician Paul Langevin

. Madame Curie und die Kraft zu trdumen:
5 Roman (2020) (Madam Currie and the
Power of Dreams) * Susanne Leonard-
Marrie Curie in Paris with her husband
Pierre
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MRRRIE CURIE = 3. Radioactive — Movie 2019 Directed by
Marjane Satrapi — British production
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Albert Einstein (14 @amh 1879 — 18 April 1935) was a German-born theoretlcal phys;mst who is
“Syidely held to be one of the greatest and most 1nﬂuent1a1 scientists of all time. Best. known ‘for
developing-the the iry of relativity, Einstein also made it ortant contributions talquantum 4
mechanics, and was thus a central figure in the revolutio §ry reshapmg of the scientific ! '§i
understanding of Hature that modern physics accomphshed inthe first decades of the twentleth
century. His mass—-energy equivalence formula E =unc2, which arises| from relatlwty theory, has
been called "the world's most famous equation". He received the 1921 Nobel Prize in Physics "for

his semﬂces to theoretical physics, and especially for his discovery of the law of the photoelectric
X

effeeft‘f‘ a pivotal step in the development of quantum theory. His workiis algse kniown for its = jaf ~=* !

1nﬂuénce on the philosophy of science. In a 1999 poll of 130 leading physicists worldvvlde by the
British'journal Physics World, Einstein was ranked the greatest physicist -of all-timae:-«i s
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EINSTEIN BIOFICTIONS

1. Mileva Ajnstajn - Teorija tuge (2016)
(Mileva Einstein — Theory of Sadness) -
Slavenka Drakulic — First person narrator,
Mileva tells the story of her marriage with
Einstein (Croatian author)

2. Scandalous letters from Einstein to Mileva

3. Einstein's Daughter — The Search for
Lizerel (1999) - Michelle Zakheim (USA) -
the story about the lost child of Einstein

CnaseHka

Hpakynuh

Muaesa
AjHuiTajn

Teopuja TyTre

EINSTEIN’S
DAUGHTER

MICHELE ZACKHEIM




all ernatmg curre
g system

 Tesidwas able to perform inge
,jtead whlch prompi'ed ~}us




WIRELLESS |
<
A WP WD WS I\
ll'a'-lfl.x' ;\::?um'
Doctrine of Nikola Tesla

TESLIN
orcyas  NIKOLR TESLA BIOFICTIONS

= 1. Wireless (2016) — Branimir Jovanovic (The
Life, Work and Doctrine of Nikola Tesla) - Steve
Agnew (Vulkan publishing house)

= 2.Tesla — Man out of Time (1981)
Margaret Cheney — Biography focused on
Tesla's life (personality)
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3 ésiaﬁiﬁshmenﬁixplores the friendships of Tesla,

Nikola S O

: rodlgal Gemus (1944) (Nenadmasm genue) The
.e of leola Tesla t-T he story of Tesla s father’s

-of electrlatyvfhat went agamsbthe scientific o |

. investigates the story of Tesla's lost Nobel Prize, and
explains Tesla's investigations of the paranormal
acqualntance of Tesla :

ol
1S

4. Mo;a Ijubav Nikola Tesla (2021) - Ana Atar;;skovtc- nd ‘,
Kathrine Johnson's, wife of Tesla’s friend Robert
Johnson fascination and admiration for Tesla |
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EL GREKO

EL GREKO Domenikos Teotokopulos
BIOGRATFTIJA (2020 Serbian edition) -
Pandelis Prevelakis

Domenikos Theotokdpoulos ( 1 October 1541 -

1 April 1614) most widely known as El Greco ("The
Greek"), was a Greek painter, sculptor and architect
of the Spanish Renaissance. El Greco was a.
nickname, and the artist normally signed his
paintings with his full birth name in Greek letters,
o(f:ter}c adding the word Kpn¢ (Kres), which means
"Cretan".

El Greco was born in the Kingdom of '

Candia (modern Crete), which was at that time part
of the Republic of Venice, Italy, and the center

of Post-Byzantine art.




SULTAN SULEMAN

b NOVEMBEK 1494 — 6 SEPTEMBER 1566), COMMONLY KNOWN AS SULEIMAN THE
MAGKTFICENT IN THE WEST ARD SULEIMAN THE LAWGIVER IN HIS REALM, WAS THE LOKGEST COLIN FALCONER ‘

sLlLE]M/\T\
\’El 1C ASTNI

REIGKING SULTAN OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE FROM 1520 UNTIL HIS DEATH IN 1565. UNDER
HIS ADMINISTRATION, THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE RYLED OVER AT LEAST 25 MILLION PEUPLL.

The Sultan's Harem (2004) — Colin
Falconer

| 2011-2014
. .

2004

The Magnificent Century — TV
Series




BIOFICTIONS FROM THE WORLD
OF FASHION AVAILABLE T0 THE
BALKAN AUDIENCE

The Paris Secret (2020) — Natasha
Lester ( Australian) - About Christian
Dior

Merci, Monseur Dior (2020) — Agnes
Gabriel

Mademoiselle Chanel: A Novel
(2015) - C.W. Gortner

Mademoiselle Coco (2019) —
Michelle Marly
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CONCLUSION

This study shg iting, publishing and translation of
biographicalficti ans. It draws attention to the complex

developmer exam 1€ life stories of both Balkan figures by world authors
and vice versa. As@ : that he Balkan literary scene can be

considered
worldutxe
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in turn will have its lasti
the globe.
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