
Brussels, 30 October 2015

COST 066/15

DECISION

Subject: Memorandum of Understanding for the implementation of the COST Action
“Synergy for preventing damaging behaviour in group housed pigs and chickens”
(GroupHouseNet) CA15134

The COST Member Countries and/or the COST Cooperating State will find attached the Memorandum of
Understanding for the COST Action Synergy for preventing damaging behaviour in group housed pigs and
chickens approved by the Committee of Senior Officials through written procedure on 30 October 2015.



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

For the implementation of a COST Action designated as

COST Action CA15134
SYNERGY FOR PREVENTING DAMAGING BEHAVIOUR IN GROUP HOUSED PIGS AND CHICKENS

(GroupHouseNet)

The COST Member Countries and/or the COST Cooperating State, accepting the present Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) wish to undertake joint activities of mutual interest and declare their common
intention to participate in the COST Action (the Action), referred to above and described in the Technical
Annex of this MoU.

The Action will be carried out in accordance with the set of COST Implementation Rules approved by the
Committee of Senior Officials (CSO), or any new document amending or replacing them:

a.  “Rules for Participation in and Implementation of COST Activities” (COST 132/14);
b.  “COST Action Proposal Submission, Evaluation, Selection and Approval” (COST 133/14);
c.  “COST Action Management, Monitoring and Final Assessment” (COST 134/14);
d.  “COST International Cooperation and Specific Organisations Participation” (COST 135/14).

The main aim and objective of the Action is to reduce the incidence of damaging behaviours in group-
housed animals by refining methods of genetic selection and by developing husbandry innovations that
improve early and later life conditions. This will be achieved through the specific objectives detailed in the
Technical Annex.

The economic dimension of the activities carried out under the Action has been estimated, on the basis of
information available during the planning of the Action, at EUR 60 million in 2015.

The MoU will enter into force once at least five (5) COST Member Countries and/or COST Cooperating
State have accepted it, and the corresponding Management Committee Members have been appointed, as
described in the CSO Decision COST 134/14.

The COST Action will start from the date of the first Management Committee meeting and shall be
implemented for a period of four (4) years, unless an extension is approved by the CSO following the
procedure described in the CSO Decision COST 134/14.
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TECHNICAL ANNEX
OVERVIEW

Summary
The GroupHouseNet aim is to provide the European livestock industry with innovations in breeding and
management for pigs and poultry that are needed for a successful transition to large group housing
systems without necessitating painful tail docking and beak trimming. Allowing the animals greater
opportunities to display their species-specific behaviour while avoiding the routine use of painful
procedures, group housing of unmutilated animals sits at the core of the new animal welfare paradigm
driven by consumer demand. Group housing is associated with increased risks of damaging behaviours
among the animals, such as feather pecking, aggression and cannibalism in laying hens and tail biting,
bellynosing, excessive aggression and cannibalism in pigs. Recent research suggests the key to reducing
the incidence of these behaviours lies in refining and applying methods of genetic selection, and developing
husbandry innovations that improve early and later life conditions - which is exactly what GroupHouseNet
will use the COST Action framework and tools to do. GroupHouseNet brings together researchers and
industrial partners dealing with animal breeding and genetics, animal nutrition, epidemiology, engineering,
animal behaviour and welfare, epigenetics, immunology, (neuro)physiology, economics and ethics. To
strengthen the scientific and technological basis in these areas the Action will facilitate knowledge sharing,
creation and application in pigs and laying hens in both experimental and commercial environments. The
activities will be conducted in an open, output-oriented transnational, multisectorial, and multidisciplinary
research and development network emphasising COST Excellence and Inclusiveness Policy.

Areas of Expertise Relevant for the Action
● Animal and dairy science: Agriculture related to animal
husbandry, dairying, livestock raising, animal welfare
● Biological sciences: Epigenetics and gene regulation
● Veterinary science: Veterinary medicine (miscellaneous)
● Philosophy, Ethics and Religion: Ethics and morality, social
ethics
● Biological sciences: Genomics, comparative genomics,
functional genomics

Keywords
● animal welfare
● damaging behaviour
● breeding
● health
● husbandry

Specific Objectives
To achieve the main objective described in this MoU, the following specific objectives shall be
accomplished:

Research Coordination
● Review the role of genetics to enable selection for reduced expression of damaging behaviour and
increased disease tolerance
● Review pre- and postnatal conditions that reduce damaging behaviour and favour health
● Review associations between damaging behaviour and health status of fattening pigs, sows and laying
hens on commercial farms
● Review the effectiveness and disseminate the most promising possibilities for producing animals that are
better adapted to the social, environmental, and health challenges met in commercial group-housing
environments.

Capacity Building
● Provide researchers, engineers, advisors, policy makers and members of interest organizations with
networking opportunities for first-hand access to innovative knowledge and tools for preventing damaging
behaviour in group housed pigs and laying hens.
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● Provide high quality training of Early Career Investigators (ECIs) through their inclusion in a strong
European network focusing on reducing damaging behaviour in group-housed pigs and laying hens through
interdisciplinary and intersectorial information-sharing and innovation with emphasis on capacity building in
the COST Inclusiveness Target Countries.
● Provide state-of-the-art training in specialized theory, methodology and laboratory techniques based on
workshops, courses, and Short-Term Training Missions involving active transfer between academia,
industry and policy makers.
● Provide training with equal relevance for industry, academia and policy makers to give senior and ECIs
complementary and industrial skills and stimulate further public-private sector collaboration.
● Provide ECIs and engineers with an exceptional training in relevant generic skills, such as networking,
project management, personal development, career planning, communication, exploitation of innovations,
research ethics, and IPR.
● Ensure participation by female scientists in line with the gender structure of the group originally proposing
GroupHouseNet.
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