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Definition

An OAC is defined as a 
permanent pathological 
connection between the 
maxillary sinus and the septic 
oral cavity. 

OAF is an epithelized, 
pathological, communication 
between these two cavities, 
present more than 14 days



Incidence

Age: Above 50 years

Sex: Male are more predominant

Ratio: M:F = 2:1

Common site: Maxillary 1st and 
2nd molar region. 
1st & 2nd premolar and maxillary canine also included. 

Recurrence: 15 times higher risk 
of recurrence with sinusitis at follow-
up.
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Fig. 3 
A) Panorama shows a suspicious lesion at the 

extraction site of the posterior maxilla. 

B) Opacity of the right maxillary sinus is decreased on 

Waters' view due to the sinus infection

Fig. 4

Cone-beam computed tomography imaging 

confirms the connected tract (A) and the sinus 

infection (B) on the right maxillary sinus
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