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HUMAN RIGHTS PROTECTION: A CHALLENGE IN
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
(A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE)

The concept of human rights and the fulfillment of minimum standards
for dignified treatment have a significant impact on international relations.
It seems that the increasing importance of human rights on the international
scene is one of the challenges facing the international system of states. The
evolution of the debate on human rights has its roots in historical, religious
and moral ideas about human dignity, as well as in educational ideas about
limited power and natural rights. However, the concept of human rights is a
typical response to the phenomenon of industrialization and the emergence
of market capitalism. The Westphalian system may offer a solid explanation of
positive changes in supporting human rights. However, the Geneva Convention
of 1864 was a perfectand initial attempt to apply international law in the field
of human rights’ protection. Later conventions and agreements strengthened
the protection of human dignity by limiting the conduct of states in times of war.
The protection of human dignity was additionally strengthened after World War
I, in response to war atrocities. By adopting the UN Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (1948), the international community laid down the cornersto
for further development of the international human rights law. All conventio
declarations and agreements adopted ever since have been a mechanism for the
implementation of internationally recognized human rights. The massive huma:
rights abuses in the period of the Cold War generated an increasing inte
in human rights, especially in the field of justice. Today, there is remarka
activism in the area of international justice, and human rights have become a
important factor in the growing impact of international civil society.

Keywords: human rights, international law, international legal
historical aspects.
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LEGAL POSITION OF DIRECT AND INDIRECT PURCHASERS
IN CASE OF BREACHING COMPETITION LAW

Breaches of competition law have negative effects on the relevant market
as well as on the participants of the affected market. In order to enable right to
damages award, it was necessary to regulate tort liability in case of breaching
competition law provisions. Compensation of injured persons is the most
effective mechanisms of private law protection in competition law because it
is notonly aimed at redressing the the injured market participants but also has
adeterrence effect on future violators. There are two relevant groups of injured
market participants: direct and indirect purchasers. Still, national provisions of
the EU Member States included significant differences in terms of exercising the
right to compensation, which resulted in absence of damage awards in practice.
The situation has changed with the adoption of the Directive 2014/104/EU of the
European Parliament and of the Council on certain rules governing actions for
damages under national law for infringements of the competition law of the EU
Member States and EU competition law provisions. The Directive contains special
substantive and procedural rules which improved the position of injured market
participants in proceedings for damages awards. In the Republic of Croatia,
Directive 2014/104/EU was put into effect by adopting the Act on Proceedings
in actions for damages for infringements of competition law (2017). The author

discusses the changes in the position of direct and indirect purchasers in the =

Republic of Croatia as a result of the new legislative act.

Keywords: competition law, breach of competition law, tort liability, right S

to damages award, direct and indirect purchasers, consumers.
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