
VII. INTERNATIONAL 
NEW YORK ACADEMIC
RESEARCH CONGRESS 
ON HUMANITIES AND

SOCIAL SCIENCES
PROCEEDINGS BOOK

I S B N : 9 7 8 - 9 7 5 - 0 0 5 4 4 - 6 - 4

TÜRK İYE ,  A LGER IA ,  A LBAN IA ,  AZERBA I JAN ,  BANGLADESH ,  CH INA ,
E TH IOP IA ,  FRANCE ,  I RAN ,  IND IA ,  INDONES IA ,  I TA LY ,  KAZAKH ISTAN ,
KOSOVO ,  L AOS ,  MOROCCO ,  NAM IB IA ,  NORTH  MACEDONIA ,  N IGER IA ,

PAK ISTAN ,  PH I L I P P INES ,  PORTUGAL ,  POLAND ,  RWANDA ,  SOUTH
AFR ICA ,  S PA IN ,  THA I LAND ,  UN I T ED  STATES  OF  AMER ICA ,  UN I T ED
K INGDOM ,  V I E TNAM ,  UZBEK ISTAN ,  UN I T ED  K INGDOM ,  UKRA INE ,

TURK ISH  REPUBL I C  OF  NORTHERN  CYPRUS ,  KYRGYZSTAN ,  MA LAWI

EDITORS 
PROF .  AMEL IE  L .  CHICO

PROF .  NAZI LE  ABDULLAZADA
ZOHAIB  HASSAN SAIN



BZT AKADEMİ YAYINEVİ®
BZT ACADEMY PUBLISHING HOUSE 2021©

TURKEY, USA
TR: +90543 671 0123 GR: +491774586777

 

E D I T O R S  
P R O F .  A M E L I E  L .  C H I C O

P R O F .  N A Z I L E  A B D U L L A Z A D A
Z O H A I B  H A S S A N  S A I N

VII. INTERNATIONAL 
NEW YORK ACADEMIC RESEARCH CONGRESS 

ON HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
PROCEEDINGS BOOK

 
F E B R U A R Y  1 8 - 2 0 ,  2 0 2 3

(ONLINE & FACE TO FACE PARTICIPATION)
ISBN: 978-975-00544-6-4

TÜRKİYE, ALGERIA, ALBANIA, AZERBAIJAN,
BANGLADESH, CHINA, ETHIOPIA, FRANCE, IRAN, INDIA,

INDONESIA, ITALY, KAZAKHISTAN, KOSOVO, LAOS,
MOROCCO, NAMIBIA, NORTH MACEDONIA, NIGERIA,

PAKISTAN, PHILIPPINES, PORTUGAL, POLAND, RWANDA,
SOUTH AFRICA, SPAIN, THAILAND, UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, UNITED KINGDOM, VIETNAM, UZBEKISTAN,
UNITED KINGDOM, UKRAINE, TURKISH REPUBLIC OF

NORTHERN CYPRUS, KYRGYZSTAN, MALAWI



 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRESS PROCEEDINGS 

 BOOK 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITORS 
PROF. AMELIE CHICO 

ASSOC. PROF. NAZILE ABDULLAZADA 

SPC. ZOHAIB HASSAN SAIN 
 

 

 

 

7th INTERNATIONAL NEW YORK ACADEMIC 

RESEARCH CONGRESS ON HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL 

SCIENCES 

FEBRUARY 18-20, 2023  

ONLINE & IN-PERSON PARTICIPATION 

ZOOM & NEW YORK, ALBANY 

BZT AKADEMİ YAYINEVİ® 
TÜRKİYE, GERMANY 

TR: +90543 671 0123 GR: +491774586777 

newyorkcongress2023@gmail.com  

https://www.newyorkcongress2022.com/  

All rights reserved 

BZT AKADEMİ YAYINEVİ® 

BZT ACADEMY PUBLISHING HOUSE  

Publishing Date: 27.02.2023 

ISBN: 978-975-00544-6-4 

mailto:newyorkcongress2023@gmail.com
https://www.newyorkcongress2022.com/


 

 

 
 

CONGRESS ID 

 

CONGRESS NAME 

7TH INTERNATIONAL NEW YORK ACADEMIC RESEARCH CONGRESS ON HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL 
SCIENCES 

 

DATE AND VENUE 

FEBRUARY 18-20, 2023 

ONLINE & IN-PERSON PARTICIPATION (NEW YORK, ALBANY) 

 (FROM 36 DIFFERENT COUNTRIES)  

ORGANIZERS & PARTICIPANT INSTITUTIONS 

BZT Academy, Türkiye 

South Sudan FAO Office, South Sudan 

Virginia Tech University, USA 

Coastal Carolina University, USA 

Azerbaijan National Academy of Science, Azerbaijan 

Higher Institute of Engineering of Coimbra, Portugal 

 

Presidents of Organization Committee 

Prof. Dr. Amelie CHICO 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Kutay UZUN 

Dr. Farahila BABAYEVA-SHUKUROVA 

President of Scientific Committee 

Dr. Chrıstopher GUNN  - Coastal Coralina University, USA 

President of Coordinators’ / General Coordinator 

Dr. Baha Ahmet YILMAZ 

 

ACCEPTED PAPERS 

59 Turkish Participants 
210 Foreign Participants 

%78 Foreign Participant Rate 
%22 Turkish Participant Rate 

  

REFUSED PAPERS 

1 Foreign Participants 
 

EVALUATION PROCESS 

All Submissions Have Passed a Double-Blind Referee Evaluation Process 

All Responsibility for the Works Belongs to the Author 

7th INTERNATIONAL NEW YORK ACADEMIC RESEARCH CONGRESS ON HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1120-1130 
Sashka 

JOVANOVSKA 
Marija TASHKOSKA 

Goce Delchev University, 
North Macedonia 

Vytautas Magnus University, 
North Macedonia 

SEMANTIC ROLES OF THE PREDICATE IN 
THE ENGLISH SENTENCES 

1130-1140 
Natka Jankova 

ALAGJOZOVSKA 
Saska JOVANOVSKA 

University Goce Delchev, 
North Macedonia 

IMPROVING ENGLISH PRONOUNCIATION BY 
STUDYING PHONETICS AND PHONOLOGY 

1140-1150 
Navreet SAHI 
Jagmeet Kaur 

BHATTI 
Shoolini University, India 

RESHAPING AND REINFORCING CULTURAL 
AND PEDAGOGICAL MODELS: AN ANALYSIS 

OF MASHA AND THE BEAR AS A MODERN 
FAIRYTALE 

1150-1200 

Emmanuel A ONSAY 
Patric Carl P 

PARDIÑAS 
Kayla Mae D 

TAÑEGRA 

Partido State University, 
Philippines 

DOES COVID-19 CRISIS INFLUENCE THE 
LEVEL OF PREPAREDNESS OF GRADUATING 
STUDENTS FOR THE UPCOMING LICENSURE 

EXAMINATION? EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE 
FROM ORDINAL LOGISTIC MODELS 

1200-1210 
Marijana 

KLEMENCHICH 
International Balkan 

University, North Macedonia 
THE COMMUNICATIVE APPROACH IN 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

1210-1220 Marija STEVKOVSKA 
International Balkan 

University, North Macedonia 
DESIGNING AN EFFECTIVE ELT 

CURRICULUM 

1220-1230 

Hazel Princess M 
REBOLLO 

Charlito D ANDO 
Norman G BLANCO 

Sherwin Shane S 
SISON 

University of Mindanao, 
College of Hospitality 

Education, Philippines 

WORKING CONDITION OF CRUISE SHIP 
EMPLOYEE ON BOARD 

1230-1240 

Nhesty M 
MORANDARTE 

Adrian M 
ANASTACIO 

Western Mindanao State 
University, Philippines 

POLITICAL PATRONAGE IN LOCAL POLITICS 

1240-1250 
Piolo O BAGOTAO 

Vincent Clyde P 
SALVALOZA 

Western Mindanao State 
University, Philippines 

EFFECTS OF ONLINE POLITICAL 
COMMENTARIES ON THE POLITICAL VIEWS 

OF STUDENTS 

1250-1300 

Ericson ALIETO 
Loise Izza 
GONZALES 

Helengrace LAO 
Kent Adnil LAO 

Eric-Roland 
NATIVIDAD 

Visayas State University, 
Philippines 

DIGITAL LEARNING IS SOMETHING HERE 
TO STAY: ATTITUDE AND TECHNOLOGICAL 
COMPETENCE OF PRESERVICE LANGUAGE 

TEACHERS 



7th International New York Academic Research
Congress on Humanities and Social Sciences

665

SEMANTIC ROLES OF THE PREDICATE IN THE 
ENGLISH SENTENCES

Sashka Jovanovska1, PhD, Marija Tashkoska2, MA 
1 Assistant professor at the Department of English language and literature, Faculty of Philology, Goce Delchev University, 

Shtip, Republic of North Macedonia, 
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ABSTRACT

We often take for granted the power of language. We use it for communication, expression, for 
understanding, but rarely do we pause to consider the semantic roles of the predicates in English 
sentences. In this paper, there is an exploration of what predicate-argument structures are and how they 
play a role in English sentences. The predicate is typically the structure that follows the subject. If the 
subject is an agent, causer, or instrument, the predicate will express the action carried out by that subject; 
if the subject is something that is being described, the predicate will provide the description; if the subject 
is a patient, the predicate will indicate what happened to the subject. For most speakers, the notion of a 
predicate that is separate from the subject is fairly intuitive. The English predicate must contain a verb; 
it can contain other structures - a direct object, an indirect object, various complement structures, and 
adverbs - but it must contain a verb. It will be also discussed how these structures can be used as a tool to 
better understand semantic roles within sentences, and how they affect our comprehension of language. 
By the end of this article, there is a greater understanding of what goes into forming a sentence and how 
each part contributes to its meaning. 

Key words: English language, subject, sentences, linguistics

INTRODUCTION

The predicate is typically the structure that follows the subject. If the subject is an agent, causer, or 
instrument, the predicate will express the action carried out by that subject; if the subject is something 
that is being described, the predicate will provide the description; if the subject is a patient, the predicate 
will indicate what happened to the subject. For most speakers, the notion of a predicate that is separate 
from the subject is fairly intuitive. The English predicate must contain a verb; it can contain other 
structures - a direct object, an indirect object, various complement structures, and adverbs - but it must 
contain a verb. While most imperative utterances omit the subject (Sit down; Drink your milk), there 
are no English sentences in which the verb is omitted. In many ways, the verb controls what happens 
grammatically in a sentence. Certain verbs require or at least allow a direct object; other verbs require 
two objects, a direct objects plus an indirect object; some verbs can be followed by adjectives; others 
must be followed by adverbs.
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For example, the verb like must be followed by a direct object

Luka likes the woods. 

The verb put must be followed by both a direct object and an adverb of location:

She put the book on the shelf; 

*She put the book and *She put on the shelf are both ungrammatical sentences. On the other hand, 
the verb laugh can stand alone in the predicate - Eva laughed. Verbs also constrain the semantic roles 
of subjects; some verbs require agentive or causer subjects - She punched a hole in the door; The flood 
damaged the golf course; others require experiencer subjects – She heard e the siren; Tom smelled 
smoke. A discussion of verbs cannot be separated from a discussion of what can be found in the rest of 
the sentence. 

Transitive Verbs and Direct Objects 

The direct object is a structure contained within the predicate. It is typically the noun phrase that 
follows the verb, although indirect objects and subject complements can also occupy this position, as 
you will see shortly.

Figure 1.1. Subject and prdicate (Brek, 1999, p.26)

Most speakers would probably regard a subject + verb + direct object sentence as the prototypical 
English sentence. Verbs that can be followed by direct objects are considered transitive because, in 
most cases, an action taken by the subject is transmitted to the object. (The Latin prefix trans - means 
“across.”) As a rule, only transitive verbs can be followed by direct objects. As you saw above, a direct 
object is a noun phrase that follows a verb and is often (but not always) affected by the action of verb. 

Lisa wrecked her bike. 

The fire damaged the bedroom. 

Bob washed the dishes.
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 Eva read a novel.

The baby likes those cookies.

 The direct object has a special role in the construction of passive sentences. Without even knowing 
what a passive sentence is, any relatively fluent English speaker can readily return an active sentence 
into a passive sentence after hearing just a few illustrative examples.

Figure 1.2. (Brek, 1999, p.26)

Successful completion of this exercise depends on an individual’s ability to identify the direct object 
of each of the sentences in column (a). That direct object then becomes the subject of the corresponding 
sentence in column (b). Of course, fluent speakers do all of this unconsciously.

Like subjects, direct objects reflect various semantic roles. Traditional school grammars often describe 
the direct object as the “receiver of the action,” and, loosely speaking, that is one of its primary roles. 
But the direct object reflects a variety of other semantic relationships as well. In each of the following 
sentences the direct object the monster has a different relationship with the verb, Dr. Frankenstein 
slapped the monster; Dr. Frankenstein created the monster; Dr. Frankenstein scared the monster. 
The semantic roles of direct objects are less varied than those of subjects and lines between semantic 
types are often muddier. Nevertheless, the semantic distinctions among direct objects are important in 
understanding the overall semantics of the sentence.

PATIENT DIRECT OBJECTS 

Patients are always affected by the action of the verb (to a greater or lesser degree). In fact, direct 
objects are so named because they are in a sense the direct target or object of the verb’s action. 

Jill smashed my car. 

Dorothy threw her coat on the floor. 

Timothy folded the clothes. 

The plaintiff destroyed the evidence.

 Maezel lifted the box. 

As you saw earlier, subjects can also take the semantic role of patient. Remember that in a given 
simple sentence, there can be only one patient role. If the sentence contains a direct object, it, not the 



7th International New York Academic Research
Congress on Humanities and Social Sciences

668

subject, will be the patient. The patient will also be our default (garbage can) category. We will consider 
any direct object that cannot be comfortably placed in another semantic category a patient. This means 
that even relatively unaffected direct objects as in Kim read the novel will be considered patients. 

EXPERIENCER DIRECT OBJECTS

You’ve already seen that the subjects of psych-verbs (mental state verbs) are experiencers - I like 
pizza; Stephanie wants a new computer. Direct objects can be experiencers as well if the verb causes 
the direct object to achieve a new psychological state. It doesn’t matter whether the subject is an agent 
(volitional and animate) or a causer (nonvolitional and animate or inanimate). In a sense, experience is 
a subcategory of patient in that the direct object is affected by the action of the verb in a very particular 
way. Annie annoyed her siblings. [It doesn’t matter whether she did it deliberately or not.] Dad calmed 
the baby. Lester frightened me. That novel bothered my students. The vandalism saddened everyone. A 
direct object can be an experiencer only when the subject is not. There can be only one experiencer in a 
simple sentence. When the subject of a verb is an experiencer, the direct object is relatively unaffected 
by the action of the verb. I love movies. Libby believed their lies. Captain Ahab fears that whale. We 
abhor violence. Carmen craves chocolate. I smell smoke.

The movies are indifferent to the fact that I like them and lies are unaffected by the fact that Libby 
believes them. The whale may be affected in some way by the fact that Ahab fears him, but there is 
nothing in the sentence that indicates this. In a sentence like Captain Ahab harpooned the whale, the 
affectedness is communicated directly. Created Direct Objects Occasionally a transitive verb actually 
creates a direct object, rather than affecting an already existing entity. In a sentence like Bell invented 
the telephone or My daughter built a tree house, the direct object is actually brought into existence by the 
action of the verb. Such direct objects are created direct objects. The difference between a patient direct 
object and a created direct object explains the ambiguity in a sentence like Maria paints barns. If Maria 
paints pictures of barns, the direct object is created; if she paints barn walls, the direct object is a patient.

Figure 1.3. (Brek, 1999, p.29)

One can of course quibble about the status of some direct objects. If Martha sang a Jimmy Buffet 
song, did she create something or affect something already in existence? If Ali baked a cake, did he 
create something or merely cook a preexisting entity? These are clearly gray areas. But the fact that not 
all direct objects can be neatly categorized doesn’t diminish the value of these semantic distinctions. 
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LOCATIVE DIRECT OBJECTS 

Sometimes noun phrases expressing location are used as direct objects. Sir Edmund climbed Mt. 
Everest. Diana swam the English Channel. I have hiked the Grand Canyon. Location expressions are 
usually prepositional phrases functioning as adverbs - Sir Edmund climbed up Mt. Everest; I have hiked 
in the Grand Canyon. What makes locative direct objects interesting is that they express a quality of 
completeness that is lacking in the prepositional phrases. Sir Edmund climbed Mt. Everest suggests that 
Sir Edmund climbed all the way up to the top and I have hiked the Grand Canyon suggests that I have 
walked its entire length. 

SOME OTHER SEMANTIC ROLES 

In some highly idiomatic expressions, empty it occurs as a direct object. In utterances like Let’s call 
it a day, Sue has it made, and They are living it up, it has no anaphoric or cataphoric referent. Such 
expressions are rare, however. Occasionally a normally intransitive weather verb will take an object - It 
was hailing golf balls; It was raining buckets. These constructions, too, are very idiomatic.

Figure 1.4. (Brek, 1999, p.30)

HOW TO IDENTIFY THE SEMANTIC ROLE OF THE PREDICATE IN A 
SENTENCE

The semantic role of the predicate in a sentence can be identified by its position in the sentence. The 
subject is typically the first noun or pronoun in the sentence, and the object is typically the second noun 
or pronoun. The other semantic roles are typically marked by prepositions, such as “in” (indicating 
location), “on” (indicating time), and “with” (indicating accompaniment).
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THE IMPORTANCE OF UNDERSTANDING SEMANTIC ROLES

In order to understand the meaning of a sentence, it is necessary to know the semantic roles of the 
predicate. The semantic role of the predicate can be defined as the function that the predicate plays in the 
sentence. There are three main types of semantic roles: agent, experiencer, and patient.

The agent is the subject of the sentence and is typically the one who performs the action. For example, 
in the sentence “John hit the ball,” John is the agent. The experiencer is the subject of the sentence 
who experiences an emotion or sensation. For example, in the sentence “John felt happy,” John is the 
experiencer. The patient is usually the object of a sentence and is affected by the action. For example, in 
“The ball was hit by John,”the ball isthe patient.

It is important to be able to identify these different types of semantic roles because they can help you 
to understand how a sentence should be interpreted. If you are having trouble understanding a particular 
sentence, try to identify which type of role each word plays in order to gain a better understanding of 
its meaning.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, understanding the semantic roles of the predicate in English sentences is essential for 
proper communication. By furthering our knowledge on this topic, we can create a more comprehensive 
and efficient way of communicating with one another. As it has been proven in this paper, the various 
functions that a predicate can have played an important role when constructing English sentences and 
understanding them correctly. With this being said, it’s safe to say that semantic roles are a crucial 
component of language comprehension so let’s continue to strive towards perfecting it.
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