
The Handbook on Female Criminality  
in the Former Yugoslav Countries



Angelina Stanojoska • Darko Dimovski 
Elena Maksimova
Editors

The Handbook on Female 
Criminality in the Former 
Yugoslav Countries



Chapter 3 is licensed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). For further details see license 
information in the chapter.

ISBN 978-3-031-27627-9    ISBN 978-3-031-27628-6 (eBook)
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-27628-6

© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s), under exclusive license to Springer Nature 
Switzerland AG 2023
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the Publisher, whether 
the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, reuse of 
illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms or in any other physical way, and 
transmission or information storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar 
or dissimilar methodology now known or hereafter developed.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this publication 
does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt from the relevant 
protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors, and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information in this book 
are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the publisher nor the authors or the 
editors give a warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to the material contained herein or for any 
errors or omissions that may have been made. The publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional 
claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

This Springer imprint is published by the registered company Springer Nature Switzerland AG
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland

Editors
Angelina Stanojoska
Faculty of Law
University “St. Kliment Ohridski”
Bitola, North Macedonia

Department of Criminology and 
Criminal Justice
University of Missouri St. Louis
MO, USA

Elena Maksimova
Faculty of Law
Goce Delcev University
Shtip, North Macedonia

Darko Dimovski
Faculty of Law
University of Nis, Judicial Research Center
Nis, Serbia

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-27628-6


v

Preface

In the past, females were overlooked in criminological research, making them com-
pletely invisible in the crime statistics. This was also the case with criminology in 
the Balkan region. And if there were any attempts, they were completed by explain-
ing female criminal behavior through the “malestream” theories and by using 
socially constructed gender roles and expected behavior.

Analyzing criminal activity in general in the Balkan region is a specific task, but 
it is even more complex analyzing female criminal activity, bearing in mind the war 
conflicts in the 1990s, the still deeply rooted patriarchal relations in Balkan societ-
ies, and the still very high differences between urban and rural areas.

This kind of research in the territory of the six former Yugoslav republics is cru-
cially needed because the evolution of criminological theory has reshaped the past 
perspective of women as offenders, opened up new paths toward addressing their 
needs, and how to help them overcome the specific challenges. The purpose of this 
edited volume is to finding new perspectives in researching women as offenders, 
victims, and practitioners, by inserting the Balkans into the criminological research 
map. By working together, researchers and university professors from Serbia, 
Croatia, Slovenia, North Macedonia, Montenegro, and Bosnia and Herzegovina 
want to help the wider audience to understand gender relations in the Balkans in the 
context of crime, victimization, and the criminal justice system. And when we say 
the wider audience, we range from those who are not familiar with the topic to 
researchers and practitioners who need information about a specific question and 
issue facing women in the criminal justice system.

We, as editors, would like to thank all the authors who by contributing have 
helped to shape this book.

Also, we are grateful to Anna Goodlett from Springer who supported us from the 
beginning and managed the production process.

Bitola, North Macedonia Angelina Stanojoska
Nis, Serbia Darko Dimovski
Shtip, North Macedonia Elena Maksimova 
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