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,Law between the ideal and the reality*

Hp Ana HUKOJAMHOBCKA KPCTEBCKA*
Hp Onra KOIITEBAJIMCKA**
Hp Enena MAKCUMOBA**

CAPAIBbA EY 1 CEBEPHE MAKEJAOHUJE ¥V CITPEHABABY WJIETI'AJIHUX
MUI'PAIIMJA 1 BOPBN ITPOTUB KPUJTYMYAPEHLA MUT'PAHATA: HOPMATHBHU
OKBUP U ITPAKTUYHA PEHIEHA

Ancrpakr

Cet mepa koje EBporicka yHuja cnpoBogu y CeBepHoj MakenoHuju y oOnacTu
MIPEBEHINjE€ WIICTATHUX MHUTpanuja u Oopbe MpOTHB KpHjymMuapema MurpaHara, EY u
CeBepHa MakeoHHja Cy OLIEHMJIE Kao YCIELIHAa CPelCTBa Y CyOdaBamy Ca HM3a30BUMa
murpammja. Melhytum, MehyHapomHe opraHm3anyje W JIOKIHE HEBJAIMHE OpraHH3allfje,
IPUMETIJIE Cy CHCTEMAaTCKy IIpakcy on0Wjara MHTpaHaTa W HacWba Ha TpaHHIaMa,
moceOHO Ha TPUYKO-MAKEHAOHCKO] TPaHMIM, TAE Cy IONHIMjCKH 3BAHUYHHIM 3eMajba
wianuna BY u 3Bannmunumm Frontex ymemanu y aena HaBogHor Hacuiba. OBe enu3ojie cy
n3a3Bajie 030MJBHY 3a0pHHYTOCT y BE3W Ca IONITOBAa-EM JBYACKHX IIpaBa MUTpaHaTa M
TpaXkmiara aswia rpaHindHe areHmmje EY u noserne y nuTame METIOKYITHH CHCTEM a3wiia u
murpanyja EY. Ha oBuM ocHoBaMa cBpxa OBOT MpPWIIOTA j€ Ja C€ WUCIHTA TMOJUTHUKA U
mpakca EY o cmopewyaBamy wWieraTHUX MHTpanuja W OopOM MPOTHB KpHjyMuapema
murpanara y CeBepHoj MakemoHHjU Yy KOHTEKCTYy MehyHapoaHux obaBesa JbyICKHX TIpaBa,
OJTHOCHO TIOIITOBama MPUHINIA HeBpahama U MOIITOBAkhA BIIAIABHHE ITPABa.

Kibyune peum: WneramHa wmwurpanyja, wieranHu npenas, Frontex, rpuko-
MakeZoHCKa I'paHMLIa, Jby ICKa MpaBa.
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EU-NORTH MACEDONIA COOPERATION IN PREVENTION OF ILLEGAL
MIGRATION AND FIGHT AGAINST SMUGGLING OF MIGRANTS: GOING BY THE
BOOK OR BACKSLIDING ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Summary

The set of policies and practices implemented by the European Union in North
Macedonia in subject of prevention of illegal migration and fight against smuggling of
migrants, have been evaluated by both the EU and North Macedonia as successful tools in
tackling migration challenges. However, international organizations and local NGOs, have
observed systematic practices of migrant pushbacks and violence on borders in particular on
the Greek-Macedonian border, where police officials of EU Member States and Frontex
officials have been recognized as being involved in the acts of alleged violence. These
episodes have raised serious concerns about the observance of human rights of migrants and
asylum seekers of the EU’s Border Agency and put into question the entirety of EU’s
asylum and migration system whatsoever. On these grounds the purpose of this contribution
is to examine EU’s policy and practices on prevention of illegal migration and fight against
smuggling of migrants in North Macedonia against the background of international human
right obligations meaning the respect of the principle of non-refoulment and the observance
of the rule of law.

Key words: illegal migration, illegal pushbacks, Frontex, Greek-Macedonian
border, human rights.
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