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LEGAL CRIMINAL PROTECTION

The Criminal Code & criminal provisions in other lex
specialis Codes

Who is the victim?

◊ risk of diseases, ◊ environmental disaster, ◊
irreversible climate change, ◊ contamination of
the food chain, ◊ reduced lifespan, ◊ death of
human beings, animals and plants.



CRIMES AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT AND NATURE
Pollution of the environment and nature
Production, trade or use of substances that deprive the ozone layer
Pollution of drinking water
Production of harmful products for treating livestock or poultry
Dishonest providing of veterinary assistance



Transmitting infectious diseases among animal and 

plant life

Pollution of livestock fodder or water

Destruction of crops by using harmful substances

Appropriation of immovables

Illegal exploitation of mineral raw materials

Devastation of forests

Causing a forest fire



Unlawful hunt
Unauthorized hunting, keeping and transferring of ownership of wild 

animals and birds
Unlawful fishing

Endangering the environment and the nature with waste
Unauthorized procurement and possession of nuclear materials

Unauthorized production of, dealing with, and trade in dangerous materials 
or harmful organisms or seed and planting material



Killing or destruction of protected species of wild flora and fauna
Unauthorized introduction of wild species into the nature

Unauthorized trade, import or transport of wild flora and fauna
Torturing animals

Grave crimes against the environment and the nature



SOME NEW PROVISIONS PENDING APPROVAL
Endangering the environment with noise, vibration or non-ionizing radiation

Change of Water regime 

Destruction of habitats

ECOCIDE 

“Ecocide” means unlawful or wanton acts committed with knowledge that there is a substantial likelihood of severe and either 

widespread or long-term damage to the environment being caused by those acts. 

INTERNATIONAL ECOCIDE CRIME IS A LAW TO PROTECT THE EARTH – Polly  Higgins 



Sometimes all I need is the air that a breathe! 





APPLY THE 
LAW TO 
AVOID THE 
LAW 

Convicted adult perpetrators

2017 2018 2019 2020

Total 

convicted 

persons

Total 

convicted 

persons

Total 

convicted 

persons

Total 

convicted 

persons

....Illegal exploitation of mineral 

resources 11 - - 1

....Usurpation of real property 27 25 19 25

....Devastation of forests 4 2 6 2

....Unlawful hunting 4 10 11 6

....Unlawful fishing 9 12 7 11

....Torturing animals 2 2 10 7

....Other crimes against the 

environment and nature 5 1 6 -

2021

Accused 

persons -

total

Convicted 

persons

Persons not convicted 

Investigation 

terminated

Charge 

dropped

Charge 

rejected

Crimes against the 

environment and 

nature

85 73 3 5 4



Contact info
Olga Koshevaliska, Department of 

Criminal Law, UGD, North Macedonia
email> olga.gurkova@ugd.edu.mk 


