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IMPACT OF COVID-19 AND RETINAL BLOOD VESSELS

Strahil Gazepov
University ,,Goce Delcev” Shtip, North Macedonia, strahil.gazepov@ugd.edu.mk
Elena Charakchieva
University ,,Goce Delcev” Shtip, North Macedonia, charakcievae@gmail.com

Abstract: The people with COVID-19 can develop eye problems, which can be ranged from mild to vision-
threatening. There is a chance that some people with COVID-19 experience inflammation throughout their body,
which can be a reason for blood clots forming. These clots can travel through the body and reach the arteries, veins
and blood vessels of the eye.The purpose of this study is to estimate the presence of retinal and microvascular
modifications in COVID-19 patients with bilateral pneumonia due to SARS-COV-2 that requires hospital admission
and correlate this with a group of sex and age matched controls. These patients went through retinal imaging 14 days
after hospital discharge with optical coherence tomography angiography (OCTA) measurements and structural
optical coherence tomography (OCT). Foveal avascular zone (FAZ) area and Vessel density (VD) were checked in
the superficial, choriocapillaris (CC) and deep capillary plexus (SCP, DCP). In the analysis, after exclusion criteria,
only one eye per patient was selected, and 50 eyes (25 controls and 25 paniet) were included. Patients with COVID-
19 presented significantly thinner ganglion cell layer and massive retinal nerve fiber layer compared to controls, and
this RNFL thickening was greater in COVID-19 cases with cotton wool spots (CWS), when compared with patients
without cotton wool spot. In both DCP and SCP, COVID-19 patients presented lower VD in the foveal region and a
greater FAZ area than controls. These findings suggest that inflammatory and thrombotic phenomena could happenn
in the retina of COVID-19 patients.

COVID-19 is caused by SARS-KOV-2, a new beta-coronavirus that causes a life-threatening infection that causes
more than 1 million deaths worldwide. To enter human cells, SARS-KOV-2 uses spiked proteins that bind directly
to a strong affinity for human angiotensin converting enzyme 2 (ACE2). COVID-19 can cause serious acute
respiratory diseases, distress syndrome, associated with a prothrombotic condition, and multiorgan failure with a
high mortality rate in some cases.

The virus transmits when people breathe in air contaminated by droplets and small airborne particles containing the
virus. The risk of breathing these in is highest when people in close proximity, but they can be inhaled over longer
distances, particularly indoors. Transmission can also occur if splashed or sprayed with contaminated fluids in the
eyes, nose or mouth, and, rarely, via contaminated surfaces. People remain contagious for up to 20 days, and can
spread the virus even if they do not develop symptoms.

Keywords: COVID-19; optical coherence tomography; retina; cotton wool spot; microvascular

BJINMJAHUE HA KOBU/I-19 U KPBHUTE CAJIOBU HA PETUHATA

Crpaxua I'azenos
Vuusepaurer ,,['one Jenues” Itun, CeBepra Makenonwuja, strahil.gazepov@ugd.edu.mk
Enena Yapakuuena
VYuusepsurer ,,l'one Jlenues™ IlItun, CeBepra Makenonuja, charakcievae@gmail.com

Pe3ume: Jlyreto co KOBU/I-19 Moxxe na paszBujaT mpoOiieMH CO OYUTE KOM MOXKE J1a ce ABIDKAT oI OJaru o
MIPOMEHH KOHM c€ OImacHW 3a BHIOT. IlocTrom moxkHOCT Hekom ayre co KOBUJ/I-19 ma moOujaT BocmaieHWE HU3
IL[EJIOTO TeNOo, MITO MOXKe Ja Omje MpUYMHA 3a 3TpyTdyBame Ha KpBTa. OBHE 3rpyTdyBama MOXarT Ja IaTyBaaT HU3
TEJOTO W J1a CTUTHAT JI0 apTepHHTe, BEHUTE M KPBHUTE CaJOBH Ha OKOTO. LlenTa Ha oBaa cTynuja e /a ce MpoIeHn
MIPUCYCTBOTO HAa PETHHAIHU M MUKpOBacKylapHH Momupuxannu kaj manueHtn co KOBUJ/I-19 co Omnarepanna
naeBMoHHja opagun CAPC-KOB-2 mto 6apa mpueMm Bo OOJHHUIIA M TOA TO TIOBP3yBa CO TpyIia KOHTPOIH CIIOpPET
moJIoT 1 Bo3pacta. OBHe MAIMEHTH [TOMHWHAIE HU3 PEeTHHATHA CIMKa 14 1eHa Mo W3leryBameTo off OOJHHIA CO
Mepema Co OonTH4Yka KoxepeHTHa Tomorpaduja anruorpaduja (OCTA) u CTpyKTypHa ONTHYKA KOXEPEHTHA
tomorpaduja (OCT). Obnacra Ha oBeanHaTa aBackynapHa 30Ha (FAZ) u rycrunara Ha canot (VD) 6ea nposepenn
BO MOBPHIMHCKHOT, XopuokanmiapHuoT (CC) m mmaboknor xammnaped rekcyc (SCP, DCP). Bo ananusara, no
KPUTEPUYMHTE 32 UCKIydyBambe, Oelre n30paHo camo eIHO OKO 10 NalueHT, a Oea BkirydeHu 50 oun (25 KoHTpon
n 25 nanwuer). ITanuenture co KOBN/I-19 nokakaa 3HaUNTEIHO MOTEHOK CJIOj Ha TAHTIIMCKH KJIETKM M MacHBEH
CJI0] Ha HEpBHM BJIAKHA Ha MpPEXHHMIaTa BO cropeada co KOHTPOJIHHUTE, a oBa 3anebenyBame Ha RNFL Gemre
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norojiemo Bo ciydaute co KOBU/I-19 co mamku on mamyuna BonHa (CWS), Bo ciopezba co manueHTH 6e3 g1aMka
on namyyna BonHa. 1 kaj DCP u SCP, nauuenture co KOBW/I-19 nokaxaa nonucka VD Bo doseannara obnact n
moronema FAZ obmact ox xoHTponmTe. OBHE HAOAM CyrepupaaT JeKa BOCIAJIUTEIHA W TPOMOOTHYHU (PEHOMEHH
MOJKe J1a ce TI0jaBaT BO MpeXHHUIaTa Ha naruentute co KOBU/I-19.

KOBUA-19 e npemmssukan oq CAPC-KOB-2, HoB Gera-KopoHaBUpPYC KOj IMpEIM3BUKYBa MH(EKIHja OmacHa Io
XKHUBOT KOja NMPEIU3BUKYBa MOBeKe 0 | MIJIMOH CMPTHHM CIydYaH MIMPYM CBETOT. 3a Ja BJIE3€ BO YOBEUKH KIIETKH,
CAPC-KOB-2 kopucTH HIHIECTH NPOTEHHH KOM ITUPEKTHO CE Bp3yBaaT 3a CHJIEH a(UHUTET 32 YOBEUKHOT
aHTMOTeH3WH KoHBepTHpauku ensuM 2 (ACE2). KOBU/I-19 Moxe 1a Ipean3BHKa CEPUO3HU aKyTHH PECITHPATOPHH
3abosryBama, AUCTPEC CHHAPOM, IOBp3aH CO MPOTPOMOOTHYHA cOCTOj0a M MOBEKEOpraHcka WHCY(pUIMEHIHja CO
BHCOKa CTalka Ha CMPTHOCT BO HEKOU CIIy4aH.

Bupycor ce npenecyBa Kora JIyreTo To AWIIaT BO3IyXOT, KOHTAMHUHUPAH CO KalKH M MaJld YeCTHYKH BO BO3ITYXOT
LITO IO COAPKaT BUPYCOT. PU3MKOT O BIOuIIyBame € HajrojieM Kora JIyfeTo ce BO HerocpenHa OJIM3MHA, HO THE
MOXarT Jla ce BJIUIIAT Ha MOAOJIIY pacTojaHuja, 0OCOOEHO BO 3aTBOpEHH mpocTtopur. [IpeHocoT MoXe Ja ce ciiyud u
aKO Ce MCIPCKaaT WIM HCIPCKaaT CO KOHTaMHHUPAHHW TEYHOCTH BO OYHMTE, HOCOT WJIM YCTara, a PEeTKO U IMpPEKy
3arafieHu nospiuHH. JIyfeTo ocraHyBaar 3apasHu mo 20 IeHa M MOXarT Ja ro IIUpaT BUPYCOT IypH U aKO HE
pa3BHjaT CUMIITOMH.

Kayunu 360poBu: KOBU/I-19; onTtnuka koxepeHTHa ToMorpaduja;, MpEKHHUIATA; MECTO 3a MaMy4Ha BOIHA;
MHUKpPOBACKYJIapHU

1. PETUHAJIHA BACKYJIAPHA OKJIY3HJA
A. Okny3uja Ha neHTpanHata perunania Bena (CRVO)
CRVO e enna oxg MHoryre BackyjiapHu MmaHugecraunun Ha KOBIU/I-19. Bo o0jaBeHnTe n3BemTam, camo €aeH
MalMEeHT CTPaJall Ol XMIepTeH3Uja 1 MopOuaHa nebenarHa. He e MoHO &1a ce moBp3e pa3BojoT CO CEPHO3HOCTA Ha
6onecra KOBU/I-19. UctpaxyBamara Bo OBHE ciydad, Kako ¢uyopecuenH anruorpaduja (PA) u onruuka
koxepentHa Tomorpaduja (OKT) mokaxyBaaT KapakTepUCTUKK KOU He ce pasnukyBaat on [IPBO on mpuunHM Kou
He ce moBp3ann co KOBU/-19. TMammentute Ha KOBUJI-19 ce BO mpokoaryigaHTHa cOCTOjOa, OYHTICTHA CO
sronemeH [I-mumep, mporpombuHcko Bpeme (IIT), aktuBupano mapimjamHo TpomOoractuHCko Bpeme (allTT),
(uOpHHOTEH U MUTOKWUHH, TYPH U BO OTCYCTBO Ha BOOOMYACHH CHCTEMCKH COCTOjOM KaKo XHIIepTeH3H]ja, TujadeTec
WM AuciunuaeMuja. JlomomTHUTEeTHO, HAN3MEHNYHATA XUITIOKCH]a Kaj TTAI[eHTH CO THEBMOHMja MOXe Jla TH HaTepa
SHJIOTEITHUTE KIIETKU J1a 0cio0oaaT TKUBEH (akTop M Ja mpean3BUKaaT Kackaja 3a Ha/JBOpeIlHa Koarynanuja. Bo
mpercrojHara (asza, CTEpOMANTE CO BHCOKM JIO3M MOXKE Jla MOMOTHAT Jja Ce HOPMAaJIM3UpaaT BOCIIAJIUTEITHHUTE
MapKepu M HMHICKCHTE Ha Koaryjaidja. YIpaByBameTO € CO aHTHU-BACKyJapeH CHIOTeNdjasieH (akTop Ha pacT
(antu-VEGF) Bo BocmocraBenata ¢aza. Kaj mamueHTH €O CHCTEMCKHM KOMOPOWAMTETH CO Tellka HH(pEKuuja
KOBU/I-19, Tpebda aa ce pa3MuCIH 3a paHa aHTHKOAryJaHTHa nmpoduiakca.
b. Okunysuja Ha neHTpaaHaTa aprepuja Ha mpeskauiara (CRAQ)
HenaejHHOT moYeToK Ha 0e300JIHO TyOeHhe Ha BUOT MOXKE Jla ja HABECTH OKJIy3Hjara Ha [EHTpaJIHATA PETHHATHA
apTepvja Cco TelIKa BH3yelHa MporHosza. M nBajuara HanueHTH, BO INPHjaBEHHTE Cllydad, HMalle MOKayeHH
BOCIIATIMTEIHA MapkepH, BKiayuyBajku WUJI-6, LIPII, ¢deputun, pubpunoren u J{-auMep, Kako pe3yiTar Ha TEIIKa
napekuja KOBU/I-19, miTo BepojaTHO pe3yaTHpao co BacKyJapHa OKIy3rja. Bo ciydajoT ce pa3Buiia HelelocHa
OKJIy3Wja Ha O(TalIMOJIOIIKATa apTepHja W IOKpaj Toa IITO MAIMEHTOT OMJI Ha EHOKCamaphH 3a TpomOo3a Ha
maboka BeHa. VcTo Taka, 3abenexana (HeoOjaBeHa) KOMOMHHpaHa OKITy3Hja Ha PeTHHATHA apTepHja U apTepuja Kaj
narueHT no nHpeknuja co KOBU/I-19.

Ca.1.0xny3uja na pemunainama yeHmpas

4

Ha eena_(VO) u apmepuja (CRAO)

V.
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2. IEJI HA UCTPAXKYBABETO
LlenTa Ha oBaa cTynuja € 1a ce OLEHU NPUCYCTBOTO HA PETHHAIHU M MUKPOBACKYJIAPHH MPOMEHHU Kaj MAlUeHTH CO
KOBU-19 co bunarepanna maeBMonyja mopaaun CAPC-KOB-2 mrto 6apa npuem Bo OOJHHIIA U CIIOPEAyBamkhE CO
Tpyla Ha KOHTPOJH CIoper Bo3pacTa M monot. [lammenture co OmmarepamHa mHeBmonnja Ha KOBUI-19 Gea
NOAJIOKEH! Ha PETHHANHA CIIMKa 14 J[eHa 10 OTHYIITamkeTo of OONHHIA CO Mepema Ha CTPYKTypHA ONTHYKA
koxepenTHa Tomorpaduja (OCT) u omTruka KoxepeHTHa Tomorpadceka anrnorpapuja (OCTA) (Jorge Gonzalez-
Zamora 1. V.-M.-P.-V.-V.-L., 2021).

3. MATEPHUJAJIN U METOU

Cnyvaunre Oumiie n30paHu OZ cepHja Ha ManMeHTH co OmnatepanHa nHeBMoHHja Ha KOBU/I-19, co HajManky enHa
no3utuBHa nonumepasza CAPC-KOB-2 Tect 3a BepmxkHa peakiuja (I1LP), npumen Ha YHuep3ureror Knanuna e
Hapapa (Ilammnona,lllmanuja) Bo Texkor Ha MapT u ampun 2020 roguna. Cute manueHTH Owiie MOKaHETH Ja
ydecTByBaaT BO CTyxaujara 14 1eHa 1o oTmymTameTo o OOJHUIA U ce cornacuie BKynmHo 30 ucnuranunu (N = 30;
ourt = 60). Bo MOMEHTOT Ha OYEH Nperie, CUTE MaleHTH Onile aCHMIITOMATCKY M UMaJle HETaTUBHU Pe3YJITaTh O
opayieH M HazogapuHTeaneH Oprc u No3uTUBHH aHTuTena. Kontponure O6mne nmobmenn on romema OCTA 0Ga3a Ha
nogarorny Ha Kimaukara 3a 6omanna (bapcenona, IlInanuja) o mpeTXoMHN HCTPAXyBamka MPOSKTH.

4. PE3YJITATH

OBaa cTyadja ONMUIIyBa 00jeKTHBHO MHKPOBACKYJIApHH IPOMEHH BO PETHHAIHATA IUIEKCH]ja, KOja € BO COCTaB Ha
BHATpEIIHA KPBHO-pETHHATHA Oapuepa, kaj maruerTn co KOBU/I-19 ouenern ox OKTA, noneka He ce MpoHajICHA
3HaYajHUu MPOMEHU BO XOpUOKamwiapucor. 3abenexano e HamaieH VD wu 3romemena obmact ®A3 Bo
nepudoBeanHara BackyaapHa Mpexxa Ha KOBIJI-19 narueHTH co Terika OuiatepaiHa MHeBMOHM]a. [locTMOpTHHTE
CTYMM TOKaXkale MHUKpOBAacKyJlapHa TpoM0o03a M EHIOTENHMjajHAa0 BOCMAalEeHHE, KaKO M BUPYCHH €JIEMEHTH,
aTlONTOTHYHY TeJa U BOCHANUTENIHHU KJIETKH MPUKAYeHU Ha €HJ0TEJIOT Ha MaluTe CaJOBU BO HEKOJKY OpraHd. 3a
pasiuKa o IpYruTe TKMBAa KOW MMaaT KoJlaTepalHU KPBHHU CaJlOBU, PETHHAIHATA IUIEKCH]ja € COCTaBeHa O]l KpajHU
aprepun 0e3 aHACTOMOTHYHM BpckH . ['paHmmara mrTo ro orpanudyBa FAZ e cocraBeHa O OBHE TEpMUHAIHU
CaJIOBM | 3aTOa MpEeTCTaByBa 00JIaCT OCOOEHO IOI0KHA Ha NCXEMHWYHHU IIPOMEHH . BCynIHOCT,3roineMyBameTo Ha
obmacta Ha @A3 e MoBp3aHO cO IryOeme Ha KalmmwIapuTe BO PA3IMYHK BaCKyJIapHU OOJNIECTH Ha MPEXHHIATA , KAKO
IITO ce AUjabeTHYHA PETHHONATHja U PETHHAIHN BacKyJapHH OKIIY3UH .

Cn.2. Pemunannu Mukpogackynapuu npomenu kaj nayuenm co KOBH/I-19

5. JUCKYCHJA

Ce pasnukyBaar mpomenutre Ha (yHaycor Ha kombOumuHupanuor CRVO-CRAO Bo omHOC Ha KOra ce HCTHTE
nzonupanu .Kinnuukara nudepenuujanuja Ha u3onupadnn CRVO nu CRAO ce no6po BocnoctaBenu.l'ybemeTo Ha
BuaotT kaj namueHToT co CRVO o0uuHO e co 6aBHa mporpecuja 1 MOXKE Ja Ce JBMXKH OJf MaJ0 HaMallyBambe Ha
BUJOT JI0 Ju1aboka 3ary0a Ha BHJIOT,IITO CE NMPUIHIIYBa CO €/IeM Ha MaKyya /WM ucxemuja. THIHMYHUTE TPOMEHN
Ha (DyHAYCOT BKIydyBaaT XWIIEpEMHYEH OTE€YEH JHCK CO 3aMaTeHa MapruHa Ha JUCKOT,IPOLIMpPEHa W M3BpPTEHA
peTHHaIHa BeHA M IOBPIIHM PETHHAIHN XeMOpariuy Ha IejlaTa MpeXHHUIa Kako.

CRAO e cekoramr moBp3aH CO HEHAJEjHO TyOeHme Ha BHAOT CO OJICAMIO HA MpEXHHIATa M [PBCHA JaMKa Ha
Makynata.Kapakrepuctuuaure O(TaIMOCKOICKH TMojaBu BikydyBaaT OD oTok co 3amareH pa0d Ha JUCKOT
JIEPUNIANIIHIAPHA XEMOPAruu,MHTPAPETUHATIHA XEMOPAruu,polIMpeHa ¥ W3BPTEHa pEeTHHAJHA BEHa,CHBO-Oena
MpEXHHIIA ¥ IBPEHA JaMKa Ha MaKyJara.
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6. 3BAKJIYUOK
Oxuty3ujaTa Ha LEHTpalHaTa peTHHAJIHA apTepHja MOXKe Ja uMa KaTacTpodallHH MOCIEAUIH Bp3 OKIIy3WjaTa Ha
LIEHTpajHaTa BEHA,IITO 3HAYM JIeKa IporHo3atra He e poOpa.llcto Taka oBHEe ce HajHOBU HCTPaXKyBamba KOU TH
clienaT MUKpPOBAcKyJIapHUTE IPOMEHH Ha MPEXKHHULATA U BaXKHO € Ja ce HAalOMEHe JeKa HMajKd IpelBHI JeKa
MHOTY O] TIAIIICHTUTE CE jaByBaaT CO JOI[HA CHMIITOMATOJIOTHja ,IIOTPEeOHO € J1a ce M3BPINW ONHM30K HAa30p Ha
MaUEeHTH KOH T'0 IpeJiexane BUPYCOT.
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