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Stefano Bianchini is Professor of East European Politics and 
History at the Department of Political and Social Science, 
University of Bologna, Forlì Campus. He is Rector’s delegate 
for relations with Eastern Europe. From 2004 to 2015 he 
coordinated the MA in Interdisciplinary Research and Studies 
on Eastern Studies (MIREES), an international MA in English 
awarding a joint diploma of the University of Bologna, 
Vytautas Magnus (Kaunas), St. Petersburg, and Corvinus of 
Budapest. 

As an expert on Balkan issues, particularly on Yugoslavia and 
its successor states in politics, contemporary history, and 
international relations, he published several books and 

articles in Italian, French, English, and other languages. He was an adviser of the ICTY, in the Hague. 
Editor in Chief of the English Series on the Balkan and East-Central Europe (Longo Publ., Ravenna), 
he is the Executive Editor of «Southeastern Europe», Brill, Leiden. His latest books are “Liquid 
Nationalism and State Partitions in Europe” (Edward Elgar, 2017) and the edited volume (with 
Antonio Fiori) “Rekindling the Strong State in Russia and China” (Brill, 2020). 

 



 

 

 

Silvia Cittadini is a research fellow at the Department of 
Political and Social Sciences of the University of Bologna. She 
obtained a PhD in Politics, Human Rights and Sustainability at 
the Sant’Anna School of Advanced Studies of Pisa in 2019 and 
she has been a post-doctoral research fellow at the Romani 
Studies Program of the Central European University in 
Budapest and a research fellow at the European Centre for 
Minority Issues of Flensburg, Germany. She is an Alumna of the 
European Regional Master in Democracy and Human Rights in 
South-East Europe (ERMA) – Universities of Sarajevo and 
Bologna. Her research interests lie around the socio-economic 
rights and inclusion of minorities, cultural diversity and post-
colonial studies, European social policies and qualitative 

research methods. She has conducted research in the Western Balkans region, and she has focused 
on the structural discrimination of Romani minorities. She is the author of Social Justice and 
Adequate Housing: Rights, Roma Inclusion and the Feeling of Home, to be published by Routledge 
in 2021. 

 
 

Marco Zoppi works as Research Fellow at the University of 

Bologna, Department of Political and Social Sciences. His fields 

of expertise incorporate the study and analysis of migration 

flows within the European continent as well as their socio-

political implications. Such flows include both internal 

migration within the EU and non-EU countries in the region, and 

inflows of asylum seekers and economic migrants from third 

countries across the so-called Balkan Route and the Central 

Mediterranean. Zoppi has been the coordinator of the 

MIGRATUP project, which examined the internal, regional and 

external migratory flows in the Adriatic-Ionian and Danubian 

macro-regions. The project was funded by ESPON and ran in the 

period 2017-2018. Since the end of 2020, he is participating in BordEUr and in the ADRION-funded 

project “ReInSer” (Refugees’ Economic Integration through Social Entrepreneurship) as a 

researcher. Among his latest publications are “How Many Europes? Fragmentation in the European 

Space since the Great Recession”(International Spectator) and “The ‘three absences’ of black 

Africans in European migration debates” (Mediterranean Politics, awarded with the 2019 Richard 

Gillespie Mediterranean Prize). 



 

 

                          

Michela Ceccorulli is Senior Assistant Professor of 
International Relations at the University of Bologna. She is 
also Adjunct Professor at the Dickinson Center for European 
Studies (Dickinson College) in Bologna and Associate Fellow 
at the Forum on the Problems of Peace and War in Florence. 
She has been involved in many European projects, last of 
which was a Horizon 2020 Project – GLOBUS-Reconsidering 
European Contribution to Global Justice. Her research 
interests lie around migration, security and the political 
dynamics of globalization. 

Among her publications, with S. Lucarelli and E. Fassi (eds), 
‘The EU Migration System of Governance. Justice on the 

Move’, Palgrave, 2021; ‘Framing irregular immigration in security terms: the Libya case’, Firenze 
University Press, 2014; with N. Labanca (eds), ‘The EU, migration and the politics of administrative 
detention’, Routledge, 2014. She has widely published on security governance and the politics of 
migration in many academic publications and journals, among which European Security, 
Contemporary Security, Mediterranean Politics, West European Politics, The International Spectator 
and the Journal of Modern Italian Studies, among others. 

 
 

Başak Zeynep Alpan is an Associate Professor and a Lecturer 
in European Politics and Political Sociology at the Centre for 
European Studies and the Department of Political Science 
and Public Administration at the Middle East Technical 
University, Ankara, Turkey. She holds a Ph.D. from the 
University of Birmingham, Birmingham, UK with her 
research on the Turkish discourses on ‘Europe’ in the post-
1999 period. She conducts research and extensively writes 
on the European integration, discourse theory, 
poststructuralism, Turkish-EU Relations and football and 
identity. Some recent articles by Alpan are, ‘The Impact of 
Populism on Turkey-EU Relations’ which appeared 
in International Spectator (2019) and ‘Perceptions of Brexit 

within Turkish Political Debates’ (together with Ö. Şenyuva) which appeared in the edited book by 
Routledge, ‘Changing Perceptions of the EU at times of Brexit: Global Perspectives’ co- edited by N. 
Chaban, A. Niemann and J. Speyer (2019). Alpan worked in many EU-funded projects as a 



 

 

researcher, including FREE (Football Research in an Enlarged Europe), which aims at contributing to 
a better understanding of football as a highly relevant social and cultural phenomenon in 
contemporary Europe and FEUTURE (the Future of Turkey-EU Relations) aiming at mapping 
dynamics and testing alternative scenarios regarding the future of Turkish EU integration. She is 
currently the Coordinator of the LEAP (‘Linking to Europe at the Periphery’) Network, funded by the 
Jean Monnet Networks Programme under Erasmus Plus. Başak Zeynep Alpan is also currently the 
Executive Board Member of the Centre for European Studies of the Middle East Technical University. 

 

 

Ana Nikodinovska Krstevska, associate professor in EU Law 
and EU Foreign Policy and Head of Department of 
International Relations and EU Law at the Faculty of Law, 
University Goce Delcev – Stip. Nikodinovska Krstevska has 
finished BA and MA studies in Italy (Orientale – Napoli and 
Alma Mater – Bologna), and she has attained her PhD in 
Studies for European integrations at the University Ss. Cyril 
and Methodius in Skopje. She is a coordinator for the 
University Goce Delcev – Stip in two Jean Monnet projects, 
Migration and Asylum Policies Systems – MAPS and New 
European Borders – BORDEURS. She is also the coordinator of 
the activities for the Goce Delcev University in the Module 
Jean Monnet EU – Western Balkans: Cooperation on Justice 

and Home Affairs. Her current research is focused on European asylum and migration policies vis-à-
vis national approaches of Western Balkan states, with a specific accent to cooperation in migration, 
prevention, and combat of illegal migration, outsourcing, and externalization of European security 
towards third countries.   

 

Olga Koshevaliska is an associate professor in Criminal Law, 
Criminal Procedure, Juvenile Criminal Law and International 
Criminal Law at the Faculty of Law, 
University Goce Delcev – Stip (UGD). Currently, she is the Dean at 
the Faculty of Law, UGD. Koshevaliska has finished her Bachelor, 
LL.M and PhD Studies at the Faculty of Law “Iustiniaus Primus”, St. 
Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje. The title of her PhD thesis 
is Privacy vs. Security when exchanging personal data in criminal 
matters in EU. She has attended many study visits and trainings 
home and abroad and she participates in different national and 
international research projects. Currently, she is working on the 



 

 

following projects: HUMARCYSPASE (Protecting HUman SEcurity with non-state-actors in the 
MARitime and CYber SPAce) and Jean Monnet project – Migration and Asylum Policies System 
(MAPS). She also participates in the activities of the Jean Monnet Module EU – Western Balkans: 
Cooperation on Justice and Home Affairs. In addition, Koshevaliska works as national expert in 
projects regarding Juvenile Justice. Her interest is in the criminal law area, international criminal law 
and juvenile justice. 

                                                                                                                                                                         
András Szalai is a research fellow at the Democracy Institute 
(DI). In parallel, he is also an assistant professor at the 
Department of International Relations and European Studies 
of Eötvös Loránd University (ELTE).  

His current research at the DI deals with rightwing populism’s 
narrative construction of security threats, the symbolic use of 
borders in mitigating ontological insecurities, and the 
securitization of migration as a societal control 
mechanism. His general research interests include 
securitization theory, constructivist theories of European 
foreign policy, and epistemic power in security expertise. 

Szalai’s work has appeared in outlets such as International Relations, Millennium, and the European 
Review of International Studies. 

 
 

Plamen Ralchev, Associate Professor and Head of Department 
of International Relations at the University of National and 
World Economy in Sofia; Senior Research Associate, Institute 
for Regional and International Studies, Sofia (2000-2007); 
Visiting Fellow, Center for Strategic and International Studies, 
Washington D.C. (2003); Chevening Scholar, Department of 
Sociology, University of Bristol, UK (2004-2005). 

His research interests focus on foreign policy, European politics 
and security, identity politics, public diplomacy, and strategic 
communications. He is an author of books on international 
communications of the EU, external relations of the EU, and 

British foreign policy. He has published on problems of East European transition politics, 
democratization, democracy audit, and minority politics, EU, and NATO enlargement. His research, 
advisory and public activities in recent years concentrate on domestic and foreign policy 
developments of Turkey. 



 

 

 
 

 
Dr. Owen Parker is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of 
Politics and International Relations at the University of 
Sheffield and a Research Fellow in the Sheffield Political 
Economy Research Institute (SPERI). Owen’s research and 
teaching are focused on the politics and political economy of 
the European Union. 
 
Recent research consists of three related strands: the political 
economy of EU citizenship and migration within and into the 
EU; the political economy of the contemporary EU, with a 
focus on the Eurozone crisis, economic governance, and 
comparative political economy; and Brexit. 

 
 
 

Ricard Zapata Barrero is Full Professor in the Department of 
Political and Social Sciences, Universitat Pompeu Fabra (UPF-
Barcelona). His main lines of research deal with contemporary 
issues of liberal democracy in contexts of diversity, especially the 
relationship between democracy, citizenship, and immigration. He 
conducts theoretical and empirical research on migration and in 
the Mediterranean area. He is the Director of GRITIM-
UPF (Interdisciplinary Research Group on Immigration), and of 
the Master’s Program in Migration Studies at UPF. He is a member 
of the Board of Directors of the largest research network on 
Immigration in Europe IMISCOE and Chair the External Affairs 

Committee. Current Coordinator of EuroMedMig (Euro-Mediterranean Research Network on 
Migration) and EUMedMi Jean Monnet Network “Mapping European Mediterranean Migration 
Studies”. Additionally, he is a member of editorial boards of several academic journals and an 
occasional contributor to media and policy debates. 

 

http://www.upf.edu/dcpis/en/
http://www.upf.edu/dcpis/en/
http://www.upf.edu/gritim/
http://www.upf.edu/gritim/
https://www.upf.edu/immigrationmanagement/en/
http://www.imiscoe.org/
https://www.upf.edu/web/gritim/news/-/asset_publisher/GcIdyAQFCyDE/content/id/228415971/maximized#.XbB5a-gzbct


 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                       

Sonia Lucarelli is Professor at the University of Bologna, 

member of the Board of Directors and Executive 

Committee of the Forum on the Problems of Peace and War 

in Florence and of the Institute of International Affairs (IAI) 

in Rome. She is member of the Directive Board of the Italian 

Political Science Association. Lucarelli has been Resident 

Member of the Bologna Institute for Advanced Studies, and 

Jean Monnet Fellow at the European University Institute. 

Her areas of expertise include the EU foreign policy and 

external image, European security, NATO, European 

identity and Foreign Policy, Migration and Global Justice. 

She has been Team Leader in the projects GLOBUS – 

Reconsidering European Contributions to Global Justice, 

(Horizon 2020), EU-GRASP (EU VII Framework Programme), and GARNET (Network of Excellence EU 

VI Framework Programme); Lead Scientist in the project PREDICT (NATO Grant). She has also 

received grants for individual research from NATO, the Volkswagen Stiftung, the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and IAI. Her latest books include Cala il sipario sull’ordine liberale? Crisi di un sistema che ha 

cambiato il mondo (Vita e Pensiero, 2020), and the edited book (with M. Ceccorulli and E. Fassi) The 

European Migration System of Governance. Justice on the Move (Palgrave 2021). 


