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Maria Gavouneli 

Dr Maria Gavouneli, LL.M. (Cantab), Ph.D. (Cantab) (Guggenheim Prize), is 
Associate Professor of International Law, at the Faculty of Law & Athens 
Public International Law Center – Athens PIL, National & Kapodistrian 
University of Athens. She was Fulbright Scholar – Greece at the University 
of California Berkeley (2018-2019) and Associate Research Fellow, at the 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, University of London (2005-2019). 
She is the President of the Greek National Commission for Human Rights 
and Senior Policy Advisor, of the Hellenic Foundation for European & 
Foreign Policy – ELIAMEP. She regularly acts as visiting professor and 
lecturer in several universities and research institutions around the world 
and has published extensively on the law of the sea, energy and 
environmental law as well as migration and human rights issues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Violeta Moreno - Lax 

Dr Violeta Moreno-Lax is Reader in Law, founder of the Immigration Law 
programme, and Co-Founder and former Co-Director of the Centre for 
European and International Legal Affairs (CEILA) at Queen Mary University 
of London. She is also Visiting Professor at the College of Europe, founder 
and general coordinator of SAROBMED: The Search and Rescue 
Observatory for the Mediterranean, member of the Legal Action 
Committee of the Global Legal Action Network (GLAN), member of the 
Advisory Board of Equal Rights Abroad, member of the Board of Directors 
of the International Refugee Rights Initiative (IRRI), Fellow of the Centre of 
European Law of King’s College London, Senior Research Associate of 
the Refugee Law Initiative of the University of London, Co-Chair of The 
Refugee Law Observatory, and member of the Steering Committee of 
the Migration Law Network. Before coming to Queen Mary, she was a 
Lecturer in Law (Assistant Professor) at the Universities of Liverpool (2012-

13) and Oxford (2011-12). She has held visiting positions at the Universities of Ghent (2019), Macquarie 
and New South Wales (2017), Oxford (2010-12), and Nijmegen (2009-10), as well as the Max Planck 
Institute for Comparative Public and International Law (2018) and The Hague Academy of International 
Law (2010). She has published widely in the areas of international and European refugee and migration 
law, including her recent monograph: Accessing Asylum Europe: Extraterritorial Border Controls and 
Refugee Rights Under EU Law (Oxford University Press, 2017). And she regularly acts as expert consultant 
for the EU institutions and other organisations in her areas of expertise. 

 
 

  Liliana Haquin Saenz 

Liliana Haquin Saenz has a PhD in International Law and she is Lecturer 
in International Law and New Technologies and Human Rights at the 
Faculty of Law of the Catholic University of Lyon, and member of the 
International Law Centre at the Faculty of Law, University Jean Moulin, 
Lyon 3. 

Liliana Haquin Saenz has finished BA and MA studies, and obtained her 
PhD in Public International Law in France (University Jean Moulin, Lyon 
3). She is a team member of the Jean Monnet project in matters of asylum 
and migration and EU Foreign policy (MAPS).  

Her current research is focused on European asylum and migration 
policies vis-à-vis externalization of asylum requests, and the future of 
Climate Refugees. 
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Ester Del Nonno 

Ester Del Nonno is currently a PhD candidate in International Law at the 
University Jean Moulin of Lyon 3. Her research focuses on environmental 
migration from an International and Comparative Law perspective. 

She graduated in Law at the University of Rome 3 with a dissertation on 
“The Chagos Archipelago Issue in International Law”, after a research stay 
at the Center of International Law at the University Jean Moulin of Lyon 
3.  

 

 

 

 

 

Mehtap Kaygusuz Akbay  

Mehtap Kaygusuz Akbay has completed her undergraduate education at 
Ankara University, Faculty of Political Science (Department of International 
Relations) (Turkey).  

She has graduated in International Law and then attained a graduate degree 
in European Law at Jean-Moulin- Lyon III University (France).  

She has obtained her PhD in Public International Law (Jean Moulin, Lyon III 
University). 

She is a member of the International Law Centre at the Faculty of Law (Jean 
Moulin, Lyon III University) and works currently as a doctor research assistant 
at Istanbul University (Faculty of Political Science).  

Her current research is focused on international environmental law and 
environmental migration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Gemma Andreone 

Gemma Andreone is Director of Research in the Institute of 
International Legal Studies of the Italian National Research Council 
(ISGI-CNR). Since 2015, she is Editor in chief of the Maritime Safety 
and Security Law Journal, open access e peer reviewed journal 
- www.marsafelawjournal.org- ISSN 2464-9724 (ranked in Italy as an A 
class review).  To date, she has been coordinator, principal 
investigator and member of a number of national and international 
scientific projects and of training activities. She is member of the 
Scientific Council of INDEMER. She is legal adviser and solicitor at the 
Bar of Rome (Italy) and she is consultant for the Italian Ministry for 
economic development and for the Italian Ministry for foreign affairs 
and international cooperation. She has been teaching International 

Law as adjunct Professor of at the University of Naples L’Orientale from 2001 to 2013. She is author of 
books, articles and papers on several international law issues, and especially on the law of the sea, 
fisheries and Mediterranean Sea governance. 

 

Gabriela Oanta 

 Gabriela A. Oanta is associate professor of public international 
law, Director of ‘Salvador de Madariaga’ University Institute for 
European Studies and Director of the European Documentation 
Centre at the University of A Coruña (Spain). She is co-convenor of 
the Interest Group on the Law of the Sea (SEALAW) within the 
European Society of International Law. She also acts as one of the 
Partner Coordinator of the University of A Coruña team in the 
framework of the MAPS Network. She has been a member of 
different research groups and projects financed by various 
international and Spanish research institutions. Since 2008, her 
research has been focused on international and European law of 

the sea, international organizations, irregular migration by sea, and business and human rights at sea. 
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Jana Jakimovska 

 Jana Jakimovska is Associate Professor of painting at the Academy of 
Fine Arts at Goce Delchev University. Her field being painting, painting 
technologies and drawing, lately she has been focused on teaching 
Nude drawing, Visual perspective, and Digital painting.  

She got her BA and MA at the department of painting at the Faculty 
of Fine Arts at the University Ss. Cyril and Methodius in Skopje.   

As an artist, she works in painting, photography, public space 
installations, and illustration. Her latest artistic work focuses on the 
aspect of feminism viewed through the body, the self, sexuality, and 
the position of women in today’s society. She has had 20 solo 
exhibitions in New York, Berlin, Belgrade, Pristina, Skopje, Kumanovo, 
Shtip, Kavadarci and Gevgelija, and has participated in over 80 group 

exhibitions in the USA, Germany, Italy, Lithuania, Turkey, Greece, Serbia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Montenegro, and North Macedonia.  

As a mentor, she has been working with students on various types of projects: exhibitions of paintings, 
drawings, posters, both concentrating on the technical and artistic aspects, but also tackling important 
subjects in contemporary society, such as migration, censorship, freedom of speech, equality, violence 
against women, and discrimination. 

 

Maja Savić-Bojanić 

Maja Savić-Bojanić received her Ph.D. from the University of 
Buckingham (UK) and is currently teaching in the Department of 
Political Science and International Relations at the Sarajevo School of 
Science and Technology (SSST). Her research and publications focus 
on national minority groups and group identity issues in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. Her other interests include migrations and diaspora, 
right-wing extremism and populism. She holds the title of an 
honorary professor affiliation with the University of Exeter (UK), 
where she has been teaching at the MA Applied Security Strategy 
programme for the past three years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Zhaneta Poposka 

Zhaneta Poposka has Ph.D in international human rights law 
and is teaching at the Macedonian state University Goce 
Delchev-Shtip as associate professor from 2013. She publishes 
in the area of human rights and politics, law and comparative 
research. Has extensive knowledge in the international legal 
systems and specialization in human rights law, gender 
equality and gender-based violation, anti-discrimination, hate 
crime and hate speech, disability rights, European Court of 
Human Rights and Court of Justice of the European Union 
jurisprudence, asylum and migration. She works in the OSCE 

Mission to Skopje for more than 17 years in the Rule of Law and Human Rights Unit. She also serves as 
educator in the Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors from 2012 till nowadays. Through her career 
professor Poposka developed more than 70 legal analysis and published around 40 books and publications 
in the area of international human rights law. Some of her books and publications includes: European 
Union: Law and Politics (2020), Analysis of the Political Participation of Persons with Disabilities (2019), 
Human Rights (2018), Anti-Discrimination (2017), Research Report: Impact of Stereotypes and Ethnic 
Distance on the Phenomena of Discrimination, Hate Speech and Hate Crime (2017), Disability 
Discrimination in International Human Rights Law (2015).  

 

Ana Nikodinovsa Krsetvska 

Ana Nikodinovska Krstevska is Associate Professor in EU Law 
and EU Foreign Policy and Head of Department of International 
Relations and EU Law at the Faculty of Law, University Goce 
Delcev – Stip (North Macedonia). Dr Nikodinovska Krstevska 
finished BA and MA studies in Italy (L’Orientale – Napoli and 
Alma Mater – Bologna) and obtained her PhD in Studies for 
European integration at the University Ss. Cyril and Methodius 
in Skopje. She is the coordinator for the University Goce Delcev 
– Stip of two Jean Monnet projects: Migration and Asylum Polic 
Systems (MAPS) and New European Borderlands (BORDEURS), 
and of the Jean Monnet Module: EU – Western Balkans: 
Cooperation on Justice and Home Affairs, for the Macedonian 
University. Her current research is focused on European asylum 
and migration policies vis-à-vis national approaches of Western 

Balkan states, with specific attention to migration cooperation, the prevention and combating of illegal 
migration, and the outsourcing and externalization of European security measures towards third 
countries. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 Olga Koshevaliska                                                                                                                                                                      

Olga Koshevaliska is Associate Professor in Criminal Law, Criminal 
Procedure, Juvenile Criminal Law and International Criminal Law and 
Dean of the Faculty of Law, University Goce Delcev – Stip (North 
Macedonia). Dr Koshevaliska completed her Bachelor, LL.M and PhD 
Studies at the Faculty of Law “Iustiniaus Primus”, St. Cyril and Methodius 
University in Skopje. The title of her PhD thesis is Privacy vs. Security 
when exchanging personal data in criminal matters in EU. She has 
attended multiple study visits and trainings, both at home and abroad, 
and she participates in different national and international research 
projects, among which two Jean Monnet projects: Migration and Asylum 
Policies System (MAPS) and New Borderlands in Europe (BORDEURS). She 
also participates in the activities of the Jean Monnet Module EU – 
Western Balkans: Cooperation on Justice and Home Affairs. Dr 
Koshevaliska is a national expert in projects regarding Juvenile Justice. 
Her main research interests lie in the criminal law area, international 

criminal law, asylum policy and juvenile justice, and her latest research work focus on the impact on Covid 
– 19 on asylum policy in North Macedonia. 

 

    Elena Maksimova 

Elena Maksimova is Assistant Professor in Criminal Law, Criminal 
Procedure, Organized Crime and Criminology and also Vice-Dean for 
Education at the Faculty of Law, University Goce Delcev – Stip (North 
Macedonia). Maksimova has finished her Bachelor, LL.M and PhD Studies 
at the Faculty of Law “Iustiniaus Primus”, St. Cyril and Methodius 
University in Skopje. The title of her PhD thesis is Female crime, with a 
focus on victimological contribution. She has attended multiple 
conferences, seminars and trainings, both at home and abroad, and she 
regularly participates in different national and international research 
projects, among which the Jean Monnet MAPS project. She is also coach 
of student teams participating in international competitions in the area of 
human rights law. Her main research interest lies in the fields of criminal 
law, criminology, victimology, penology, human rights and freedoms, 
international criminal law, and lately also in the criminological side of 

migration and asylum. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Aleksandar Dimovski 

Aleksandar Dimovski is a certified Fundamental rights specialist, trainer, 
and assessor, a practitioner with more than 20 years of experience in 
migration issues and combating cross-border crime. For the last 5 years he 
is a part of the FRONTEX development team who developed training for 
Fundamental rights, Child protection, Combating Cross Border Crimes and 
Advanced profiling. He delivered and assessed all the training on national 
and EU level. Started cooperation with MAPS Network from last year in the 
area of Migration, Human Rights, and Security issues. He started his police 
education as a cadet in the last generation of the High Police School in 
Skopje (1996-2000). He graduated and received a Bachelor's Degree at the 
Faculty for Detectives and Security, University FON-Skopje, where he is 

preparing his MSc in the Security/Human Rights area. 

 

Milica Shutova 

Milica Shutova is an Assistant professor at the Faculty of Law, at 
University Goce Delchev in Shtip, Republic of North Macedonia and she 
is part of the MAPS Network. She is an Assistant professor at the 
Department of Civil Law, and her research interests span is in the area of 
civil procedure law, among others, family law, executive procedure. She 
has participated in several scientific research and application projects, as 
well as more than 30 scientific conferences. Shutova was a lecturer at 
several civil law seminars. Since 2018, it has been the National Tutor of 
the Council of Europe’s HELP program. 

 

 

Giuseppe Cataldi 

Giuseppe Cataldi is full Professor of International Law and Director of the 
Department of Social and Human Sciences in the University of Napoli 
“L’Orientale”. He is also the Coordinator of the European Network Jean 
Monnet “MAPS” (Migration and Asylum Policy Systems. Weaknessess, 
Shortcomings and Reform Proposals), former Director of the “Centre of 
Excellence Jean Monnet on the Protection of Migrants’ Rights in the 
Mediterranean Sea” and former holder of a “Jean Monnet” ad personam 
Chair on the “Protection of Human Rights in the European Union”. He is the 
President of the International Association for the Law of the Sea (AssIDMer) 
and the author and editor of many articles and books on International Law 
and European Union Law. He serves as EMUNI (Euro- Mediterranean 
University) Management Board Member (former Senate Member) and as 
Visiting Professor in several Universities abroad. He is the former Director of  



 
 

 

 

 

the “International Institute for Juridical Studies”, CNR (Italian National Research Council). He has expertise 
as consultant for many international as well as national Institutions (including the Italian Parliament, 2019) 
on migration issues and private law firms, pleading before international courts. He was a member of the 
Italian delegation to the 21st session of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee (1997). He was legal 
advisor to the European Union Commission - Directorate General for Fisheries, on the legal issues of 
fisheries management in the Mediterranean and, in this capacity, he was also a member of the official 
delegation of the European Commission to the Diplomatic Conference in Crete (December 1994). He is 
the co-founder and co-director of “Diritti umani e diritto internazionale”, co-director of “The Italian 
Yearbook of International Law” and a member of the Italian Society of International Law (Vice-President, 
2012 - 2013) and of the Société française dedroit international. 

 

Ivana Miteva  

Ivana Miteva is a 22-year-old student that has a bachelor’s degree in 
Journalism and Public relations from the Faculty of Law of the University 
“Goce Delchev” in Shtip and is currently pursuing a Master’s in Strategic 
Communications. She has a passion for writing and is constantly striving 
toward learning something new.  

During her studies, Ivana has participated in many workshops and 
conferences (organized by the University) covering diverse topics and was 
even part of the Erasmus + program one semester, expanding her 
horizons in Maribor, Slovenia. She was part of the University Radio where 
she had the opportunity to experience what working in media is like, 
firsthand.  

She is great at doing research, gathering information, and making something worth reading out of them. 
During her studies she gained great knowledge and skills. At the moments she works as a content writer 
at a marketing agency.   

 

Irena Zdravkova 

Irena Zdravkova is a law graduate, and currently she is working 
in the Macedonian Young Lawyers Association (MYLA). She 
graduated at Iustinianus Primus Law Faculty under the Ss. Cyril 
and Methodius University of Skopje, in 2008. She passed the bar 
exam in 2010. Her special interest is international law, refugee 
law and human rights protection. In 2015, during refugee and 
migration crisis she led the emergency protection component 
of the Danish Refugee Council for North Macedonia. She is 
actively involved in activities for prevention and combating 
human trafficking and she is a member of the anti-trafficking 

mobile team in Tetovo. She is author and co-author of few analyses related to combating the human 
trafficking and protection of migrants and refugees.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Cristina Bunea 

Cristina Bunea graduated at the Romanian American University in Bucharest, Faculty of Law Dissertation 
in Criminal Law on "Theoretical and Practical Aspects of the Rape Crime". She has finished her MA in 
International Relations, Analysis and Conflict Resolution at the National School of Political and 
Administrative Studies in Bucharest and has obtained her PhD diploma with Magna cum laude on ‘Respect 
for human rights in the field of asylum and migration in the context of global fight against terrorism’, at 
the Bucharest University, Faculty of Law. She currently works as a UNHCR Representation in North 
Macedonia as a Protection Officer and has working experience within different UNHCR Representations 
for more than 15 years.  

Vanja Lazaridis – IOM Skopje 

Vanja Lazaridis is national staff of IOM Mission in North Macedonia in 
capacity of Project Manager supporting protection operations as a response 
to the Migrants Refugee Crisis managing number of emergency and 
protection projects.   

Since joining IOM Mission to North Macedonia, Ms. Lazaridis has been 
working on projects that range from post-conflict transition initiatives to 
emergency protection. Since 2016 she specialized in emergency responses, 
natural disasters assistance, early recovery, camp coordination and camp 
management. Also, as of recent she supports the IOM projects in the area of 
migration environment, climate change MECC. Ms. Lazaridis is born in Skopje, 
Republic of North Macedonia and holds Degree in Law.  

 

Mersiha Smailovikj 

Mersiha Smailovikj graduated from Ss. Cyril and Methodius at the 
University of Law, and currently doing her master’s study on International 
law, at the same University. She participated in the Vital Voices Advocates 
Empowerment Project in the Balkans in 2019 GBV among refugees and 
migrants. 

She is active in the field of advocating for the rights of 
refugees and migrants, discrimination against Muslims and Islamophobia, 
gender equality, rights of ethnic groups etc. 

As a part of NGO LEGIS, she is publishing monthly and yearly reports about 
the situation of the refugee and migrants in North Macedonia. Her research 
papers on the refugee rights, islamophobia, women rights were published 
in several local and international publications. She was actively involved 
in numerous humanitarian missions globally. Mersiha has 
been awarded for her activism for the right of refugees, also for her 
involvement of promotion of human rights on focus of women in 

Macedonian society. 


