
Brussels, 23 June 2017

COST 024/17

DECISION

Subject: Memorandum of Understanding for the implementation of the COST Action “New
Exploratory Phase in Research on East European Cultures of Dissent”
(NEP4DISSENT) CA16213

The COST Member Countries and/or the COST Cooperating State will find attached the Memorandum of
Understanding for the COST Action New Exploratory Phase in Research on East European Cultures of
Dissent approved by the Committee of Senior Officials through written procedure on 23 June 2017.



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

For the implementation of a COST Action designated as

COST Action CA16213
NEW EXPLORATORY PHASE IN RESEARCH ON EAST EUROPEAN CULTURES OF DISSENT

(NEP4DISSENT)

The COST Member Countries and/or the COST Cooperating State, accepting the present Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) wish to undertake joint activities of mutual interest and declare their common
intention to participate in the COST Action (the Action), referred to above and described in the Technical
Annex of this MoU.

The Action will be carried out in accordance with the set of COST Implementation Rules approved by the
Committee of Senior Officials (CSO), or any new document amending or replacing them:

a.  “Rules for Participation in and Implementation of COST Activities” (COST 132/14);
b.  “COST Action Proposal Submission, Evaluation, Selection and Approval” (COST 133/14);
c.  “COST Action Management, Monitoring and Final Assessment” (COST 134/14);
d.  “COST International Cooperation and Specific Organisations Participation” (COST 135/14).

The main aim and objective of the Action is to To trigger a new discovery phase of the cultural legacy of
resistance and dissent in former socialist Europe 1945-1989 and to incorporate it into the core historical
and social consciousness of the EU, by providing a platform for incubating networked, transnational,
multidisciplinary and technology-conscious research applying innovative dissemination methods.. This will
be achieved through the specific objectives detailed in the Technical Annex.

The economic dimension of the activities carried out under the Action has been estimated, on the basis of
information available during the planning of the Action, at EUR 80 million in 2016.

The MoU will enter into force once at least five (5) COST Member Countries and/or COST Cooperating
State have accepted it, and the corresponding Management Committee Members have been appointed, as
described in the CSO Decision COST 134/14.

The COST Action will start from the date of the first Management Committee meeting and shall be
implemented for a period of four (4) years, unless an extension is approved by the CSO following the
procedure described in the CSO Decision COST 134/14.
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TECHNICAL ANNEX
OVERVIEW

Summary
Resistance and dissent in former socialist Europe 1945-1989 constitutes a remarkable chapter of Europe’s
recent past, which not only informs in a decisive way the identities of post-socialist societies, but has also
reshaped the continent as a whole and still provides an important reference for contemporary social
movements worldwide.

The proposers of this Action believe that, after a period of growth and consolidation, this field of study and
the respective domain of cultural heritage have stalled and fell short of its true significance. This state of
affairs results from (1) the inheritance of Cold War-era conceptual distinctions, (2) confinement  of research
within national silos and (3) neglecting the problem of access to original archival sources for digitally
enabled research due to both their heterogeneity and uneven investment in research infrastructures.

The main aim of the Action is to trigger the next discovery phase of this legacy through forging a new,
reflexive approach and providing a platform for incubating networked, transnational, multidisciplinary and
technology-conscious research with creative dissemination capacities.

The Action will create a valuable interface for communication between three communities of practice:
researchers and archivists, art and cultural heritage curators and IT experts with humanities and social
sciences expertise in order for future research to be technologically advanced and better disseminated. The
Action will enable participant researchers to train with cutting edge digital tools, and to increase their
capacities for creative dissemination through engaging in productive dialogue with art and cultural heritage
curators, proposing best practices of cooperation between those three communities  of practice.

Areas of Expertise Relevant for the Action
● History and Archeology: Modern and contemporary history
● Other humanities: Cultural heritage, cultural memory
● Media and communications: Museums and exhibitions
● Media and communications: Media and communications,
social aspects of information science and surveillance, socio-
cultural communication 
● Media and communications: Databases, data mining, data
curation, computational modelling

Keywords
● DISSENT UNDER COMMUNISM
1945-1989
● POST-SOCIALIST MEMORY CULTURE
● DIGITAL HUMANITIES
● ART AND CULTURAL HERITAGE
CURATORSHIP
● CIVIC EDUCATION

Specific Objectives
To achieve the main objective described in this MoU, the following specific objectives shall be
accomplished:

Research Coordination
● To develop a shared understanding of how the consolidation of research agendas and relevant
documentary legacies have hitherto shaped the field of research on dissent under communism across
Europe and globally, and to set new research trends for the future.
● To expand the field of research on dissent in former socialist countries by identifying actors and
phenomena which have been hitherto underrepresented and understudied.
● To give a higher research profile to the transnational dimension of cultural dissent in socialist Eastern
Europe and in particular to give attention to the many ways in which a common European culture was
forged before 1989 across the divided continent.
● To examine the manner in which memory of cultural dissent has been constructed and disseminated after

3



the fall of state socialism in 1989.
● To serve as an intermediary and communication platform between the emerging transnational research
initiatives.

Capacity Building
● To overcome national and disciplinary isolation of scholarly communities active in the field of research on
resistance and dissent under communism and create an integrated network.
● To create synergies between existing innovative projects and to incubate new initiatives that will continue
after the end of the Action.
● To facilitate knowledge transfer of digital research methods, tools and infrastructures for humanities and
social sciences to researchers working on pre-1989 opposition under state socialism.
● To strengthen the dissemination capacity of research in the field by designing more effective ways of
incorporating knowledge about the material and intellectual legacy of cultural dissent into various art and
cultural heritage curatorship initiatives throughout Europe.
● To introduce Early Career Investigators (ECIs) to a networked, transnational, multidisciplinary and
technology-conscious research environment.
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