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INTRODUCTION

Chemical terrorism is the form of terrorism that uses the toxic effects of chemicals to Kkill, injure or otherwise adversely affect the interests of its targets.
While there may be controversy about the definition of the politically-charged word "terrorism," the tactics and technology of chemical terrorism are clearly
distinguished from those of other forms of chemical warfare.

Chemical terrorism is asymmetric warfare which was practiced by illegal forces using improvised weapons against combatant and noncombatant targets.
It is therefore unlike the symmetric chemical warfare of the First World War, in which dug-in troops fired poison-filled artillery shells at each other across a

wire-bounded no-man’'s-land. It is also distinct from asymmetric "terror from above" in which military forces use munitions with chemical payloads against
civilian populations.
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Methods used by terrorists include: . ' S =

- Contamination of reservoirs and urban water supply systems. A ‘ =

- Contamination of food, beverages, drugs, or cosmetics in manufacturing or distribution S | - % S\ . e "'S
- Contamination of food or beverages near the point of consumption. AL Y & AT !
- Miscellaneous product contaminations: stamps/envelopes, IV fluids, etc. L et . ( ARE Nt? Y
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- Release of gases or aerosols into building HVAC systems.

- Release of gases or aerosols from aircraft.

- Dispersal in bombs or projectiles.

- Miscellaneous direct methods: hand sprayers, water guns, parcels.
- Release of industrial/agricultural chemicals via attacks on production or storage facilities. .
- Release of industrial/agricultural chemicals via attacks on truck, rail, or barge shipping. K - 2
- Miscellaneous releases of industrial/agricultural chemicals, especially anhydrous ammonia, ” o
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fumigants and pesticides, and disinfectant gases (e.g., chlorine, chlorine dioxide, ethylene oxide). Attack of the activists Aum Shinrikyo cult with sarin nerve gas in Tokyo subway, 20 Mar 1995.
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CONCLUSION

Modern threats and use of chemical agents against civilians have exposed vulnerability to enhance the countries capacity to detect and control terrorist acts.
The world countries must be protected from an extensive range of critical chemical agents, including some that have been developed and stockpiled for military use.
Even without threat of war, investment in national defense ensures preparedness and acts as a deterrent against hostile acts. Similarly, investment in the public

health system provides the best civil defense against bioterrorism and chemical terrorism. Tools developed in response to terrorist threats serve a dual purpose.
They help detect rare or unusual disease outbreaks and respond to health emergencies, including naturally occurring outbreaks or industrial injuries that might
resemble terrorist events in their unpredictability and ability to cause mass casualties (e.g., a pandemic influenza outbreak or a large-scale chemical spill).

Terrorism-preparedness activities includes the development of a public health communication infrastructure, a multilevel network of diagnostic laboratories and
an integrated disease surveillance system, will improve our ability to investigate rapidly and control public health threats that emerge in the twenty first century.
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