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FEMS
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Network of around 30,000 professionals, committed to advance

microbiology for the benefit of society in the areas of health, energy,

food, materials, and the environment.

Set up in 1974, today 54 Member Societies from 38 countries.

http://fems-microbiology.org/member-societies/


FEMS Strategic Framework
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FEMS is promoting excellence and diversity in science, high quality 

knowledge to solving problems around microbiology. 

Main goals are to benefit microbiology in Europe and across the world 

through research, networking, education and outreach.



FEMS’ vision
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Coordinate and lead the acquisition of scientific knowledge

and innovation in microbiology, and

Maximize communication of this knowledge, and its

importance, to scientists, politicians, policy makers, industry,

students and the general public.



FEMS’ mission
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Advance and unify microbiological knowledge in Europe and the

neighboring regions through: grants, publication of internationally

renowned journals, news items, congresses, teaching support, and

additional initiatives.



FEMS Activities
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Journals

Congress

Research and meeting GRANTS

Awards 

Education and continuing professional development (CPD)

Initiated and fund the European Academy Microbiology (EAM)

https://fems-microbiology.org/partnering/eam/
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2 New Journals - SOON
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FEMS (Federation of European Microbiological Societies) 

established in 1974.

Early career scientists are one of the main focus of FEMS providing 

every year grants for Research and Training at a European prestige 

institutions (exceptionally outside Europe) on their own choice, in a 

country other than their own country of residence.



FEMS GRANTS



In 1987, the available FEMS funds permitted the award of ten fellowships for ten-
member societies, each nominated one candidate in the years 1988, 1989 and 1990. 

However, the constantly improving FEMS resources permitted an increase to 12 and 14 
fellowships respectively in 1989 and 1990. 

Great success of five FEMS journals provided larger budget for various FEMS grants. 

Last 15 years FEMS developed several different types of grants for early career 
scientists, senior scientists (as visiting scientists) and meeting grants. 

FEMS is supporting microbiology with grants amount of 400.000 to 500.000 EUR each 
year.



FEMS Congress Grants
2009 – 100.000 EUR  / 249/ 175 (Goteborg)

2011 – 100.000 EUR  / 245/ 172 (Geneva)

2013 – 80.000 EUR  / 271/ 157 (Leipzig)

2015 – 100.000  EUR / 182/ 147 (Maastricht)

2017 – 120.000 EUR  / 534/ 223 (Valencia)

2019 - 101.100 EUR  / 386/ 192 (Glasgow)

TOTAL (2009-2019) 

600.000 EUR

1860/ 1067 
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Few inspiring and insightful quotes and sayings by 

Antonie van Leeuwenhoek 

which have been gathered from his 

letters, discoveries, experiments.
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New FEMS Activities
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FEMS Ambassadors network (Japan, Sought Korea, USA, China) (start 2019)

Postdocs summer school (start 2019)

FEMS Conference on Microbiology (between FEMS congresses, start 2020)



Prof. Lixin
Zhang
Director of State Key
Laboratory of Bioreactor
Engineering, School of
Biotechnology, East China
University of Science and
Technology. Professor,
Institute of Microbiology,
Chinese Academy of
Sciences (IMCAS).

Prof. Ken-ichi 
Yoshida
Professor of Applied
Microbiology, Department
of Science, Technology and
Innovation, Graduate
School of Science,
Technology and
Innovation, Kobe
University, Japan.

Prof. Sang-Ki 
Rhee
Chair Professor,
Department of
Pharmaceutical
Engineering, Soon Chun
Hyang University, Korea;
Chairman, National
Organizing Committee
IUMS, 2020 Daejeon,
Korea; Vice President,
International Union of
Microbiological Societies
(IUMS).

Prof. Linda J 
Kenney
University of Texas Medical
Branch, Mechanobiology
Institute at the National
University of Singapore.
Fellow of the American
Academy of Microbiology
and also serves as an
American Society of
Microbiology Distinguished
Lecturer

FEMS Ambassadors 

http://zhanglab.caspmi.cn/
http://www.research.kobe-u.ac.jp/ans-applmic/Ken%20Yoshida%20home.htm
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sang-ki-rhee-82bb3415/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sang-ki-rhee-82bb3415/
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The noble idea is, starting in 2019, to organize serial of FEMS postdocs

summer schools, for excellent European and non-European postdocs,

organized by worldwide scientifically recognized and distinguish professors,

lecturers, researchers and scientists.

It would be a new landmark of FEMS, a place for connection of young and

senior scientists, knowledge exchange, and production of ideas for new

scientific projects.

FEMS IS CONNECTING SCIENTISTS
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With great help of colleagues from Croatian microbiological society:

- prof. Danko Hajsig-former President of HMD and former delegate in FEMS,

- prof. Roberto Antolovic President of HMD, and

- D-r Duska Vujaklija - permanent member of the Dubrovnik postdocs summer

school),

- a meeting with prof. Miroslav Radman was scheduled for April 21st and 22nd 2018.

Prof. Radman was delighted to work with FEMS, to start serial of this very promising,

joint project FEMS-MedILS postdocs summer school.



21-22 April 2018

Prof. d-r Antolovic R. – President

Prof. d-r Hajsig Danko – former 

President and FEMS delegate

D-r Vujaklija Duska

With colleagues from 

Croatian microbiological 

Society who organized this 

meeting in MedILS.



Talks about FEMS & MedILS

Postdocs summer school

(photos Hajsig D.)

Radman M.

Taleski V.

Antolovic R.

Vujaklija D.
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August 28th to September 7th

2019
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SPLIT, Croatia
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Applied 32, selected 24, 

- canceled 8

- attended 16

13 European (11 countries)

3 Non-European (2 countries)

List of postdocs
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Openings  - group photo

MedILS 28 August 2019
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FEMS postdocs summer school 2020

Director: Susan M. Rosenberg
Co-directors:
- Ivan Matic, France
- Christophe Herman, USA
TITLE:

„Evolvability Molecular Mechanisms 
in Microbes“
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2020

ALL INFORMATION COMING SOON
https://fems-microbiology.org/fems-activities/fems-summer-school/

•Follow and Apply on Time
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If I have seen further 
it is by standing on the shoulders 

of Giants.
― Isaac Newton
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History: 

In 2003, FEMS started with organization of FEMS Congresses of European 

Microbiologists. 

First three congresses were held every third year

2003-Ljubljana, 2006- Madrid, and 2009-Göteborg

Afterwards, congresses were organized every second year 2011-Geneva,

2013-Leipzig, 2015-Maastricht, 2017-Valencia and 2019-Glasgow

Based on great experience of eight congresses, a new idea and challenge

mature and came up as need to start organizing a serial of biennial, smaller,

international conferences on microbiology, between FEMS large

congresses.

FEMS, Local society (Regional Societies) and Local PCO / FEMS 

Congress PCO will organize these conferences.
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Advantages of this type of conferences would be:

- Small budget and low cost venue

- Small financial risk for organizers

- Low Registration fee (300 EUR maximum) an low additional costs

- Possibility for all scientists, European, regional or local, especially Early

career scientists from less wealth societies and countries to attend and

actively participate to high profile conferences, be speakers

- Increasing FEMS visibility and making stronger link between FEMS and

Societies

- Conferences with limited (specified) number of topics

- Increasing number of participants (from 300 to 600, up to 1000)
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Great speakers and focused program, networking activities and excellent

opportunity to exchange knowledge and experiences, and great venue,

guarantee excellent conference. We expect 400 - 500 participants.
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2nd FEMS Conference on Microbiology 2022
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2nd FEMS Conference on Microbiology 2022
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Next FEMS Congress

11-15 July 2021  

Hamburg 

Germany




