
Brussels, 23 June 2017

COST 022/17

DECISION

Subject: Memorandum of Understanding for the implementation of the COST Action
“Reappraising Intellectual Debates on Civic Rights and Democracy in Europe”
(RECAST) CA16211

The COST Member Countries and/or the COST Cooperating State will find attached the Memorandum of
Understanding for the COST Action Reappraising Intellectual Debates on Civic Rights and Democracy in
Europe approved by the Committee of Senior Officials through written procedure on 23 June 2017.



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

For the implementation of a COST Action designated as

COST Action CA16211
REAPPRAISING INTELLECTUAL DEBATES ON CIVIC RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY IN EUROPE

(RECAST)

The COST Member Countries and/or the COST Cooperating State, accepting the present Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) wish to undertake joint activities of mutual interest and declare their common
intention to participate in the COST Action (the Action), referred to above and described in the Technical
Annex of this MoU.

The Action will be carried out in accordance with the set of COST Implementation Rules approved by the
Committee of Senior Officials (CSO), or any new document amending or replacing them:

a.  “Rules for Participation in and Implementation of COST Activities” (COST 132/14);
b.  “COST Action Proposal Submission, Evaluation, Selection and Approval” (COST 133/14);
c.  “COST Action Management, Monitoring and Final Assessment” (COST 134/14);
d.  “COST International Cooperation and Specific Organisations Participation” (COST 135/14).

The main aim and objective of the Action is to reappraise the contributions of intellectual debates to the
challenge of civic rights in European democracies. Scholarly production is mostly available from separate
spheres, which to a great extent reproduce structural political and policy divisions. RECAST seeks to
revamp the path connecting intellectual debates, public debates, politics, and policy action. This will be
achieved through the specific objectives detailed in the Technical Annex.

The economic dimension of the activities carried out under the Action has been estimated, on the basis of
information available during the planning of the Action, at EUR 68 million in 2016.

The MoU will enter into force once at least five (5) COST Member Countries and/or COST Cooperating
State have accepted it, and the corresponding Management Committee Members have been appointed, as
described in the CSO Decision COST 134/14.

The COST Action will start from the date of the first Management Committee meeting and shall be
implemented for a period of four (4) years, unless an extension is approved by the CSO following the
procedure described in the CSO Decision COST 134/14.
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TECHNICAL ANNEX
OVERVIEW

Summary
Imagining the relations of civic rights and democracy as self-evident and unproblematic disregards their
plural argumentative uses, the dissensual features of their conceptual and institutional relationship, their
national legal and political traditions both divergent and intertwining, and the many obstacles that hinder
their common fulfilments in practice.

Those conditions pose a prior challenge to intellectual debates whose character and value are usually seen
as hardly relevant to European politics. The COST Action aims at recasting the interface between
intellectual debates, public debates, politics, and policy action with the contributions of more
argumentatively- and historically-oriented social science accounts and better institutionally-, politically- and
legally-informed humanities research.

Since the early nineties, the responses of European democracies to the growing conflicting claims on civic
rights of individuals and groups in secularized societies framing new forms of ethnic, religious, and civil
diversity, have been theorized largely in unrelated spheres. By advancing this form of cooperative research,
the Action seeks to provide new insights into the links (theoretical, political, and institutional) between civic
rights and democracy in Europe. Widening their perspective of analysis and deepening their transnational
understanding become a constructive condition to engage scholars as well as social and political agents in
RECAST debates, with the aim of better informing political reform.

Drawn on a transnational, cooperative network, such interdisciplinary endeavour will contribute to bridge
the gap that separates politics and policy action from humanities and social science research focused on
the intricate relations between civic rights and the practices of democracy in Europe.

Areas of Expertise Relevant for the Action
● Philosophy, Ethics and Religion: Ethics and morality, social
ethics
● History and Archeology: History of ideas, intellectual history,
history of science and technology
● Political Science: Democratization, social movements
● History and Archeology: Colonial and post-colonial history,
global and transnational history

Keywords
● Civic rights and the practice of
democracy
● Claims to civic rights in European
democracies
● Humanities and social sciences
cooperative research
● Intellectual debates, politics, and policy
action
● Entangled European history and
democratization

Specific Objectives
To achieve the main objective described in this MoU, the following specific objectives shall be
accomplished:

Research Coordination
● The COST Action aims at recasting the interface between intellectual debates, public debates, politics,
and policy action with the contributions of more argumentatively- and historically-oriented social science
accounts and better institutionally-, politically- and legally-informed humanities research.
● By advancing this form of cooperative research, the Action seeks to bridge the gap that separates politics
and policy action from humanities and social science research, and then provide new insights into the links
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(theoretical, political, and institutional) between civic rights and democracy in Europe.
● Accordingly, RECAST aims at mapping the European debates on civic rights claims and democracy. To
that objective, it will study how the languages of democracy and rights draw on civic practices, and how
they compare throughout Europe.
● RECAST seeks to shed light on how their conceptual resources are used in historical, moral, legal,
ideological, and political arguments about the relations of civic rights and democracy. It will thus examine
the argumentative paths linking intellectual debates with political agendas to try out unexplored ways of
informing political reforms.

Capacity Building
● Strengthening interdisciplinary cooperation. Significantly, the pursuit of specialization runs opposite to
scholarly cooperation, whereas an interdisciplinary network entails a balance between scholarly
approaches. It further requires their coordination through communication and debate. Methodological
pluralism proves to be a necessary condition in the search for innovative results.
● Expanding its international membership. The collaborative research needed identifies a growing
international network of scholars, research groups, and centres, as well as non-academic stakeholders,
from sixteen COST Member Countries, a Near Neighbour Country, a Cooperating State, and an
International Partner Country. Their different academic traditions make possible the network.
● Developing an integrated, interdisciplinary training programme through a Training School open to Ad Hoc
Participants, from journalists to policy-makers. By testing methodological innovations, it provides reliable
conditions to improve the passage from theory to politics and policy.
● Focusing the Action as a networking programme of publications-oriented activities with the added aim of
contributing to public debates. Joint publications are the Action’s distinctive feature of the Dissemination
networking tool. As they target both social media and scholarly outlets, dissemination is streamlined by the
participation in public debates.
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