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AN ETHNOPHARMACOLOGICAL AND TOXICOLOGICAL REVIEW OF
ECBALLIUM ELATERIUM (L) A.RICH

Biljana Bauer', Zoran Kavrakovski', Vesna Kostik?

' Faculty of Pharmay, University of Ss Gril and Methodius, Vodnjanska 17, 1000 Skopje,
Republic of Macedonig
?Institute of Public Health, 50 Divizija No 6, 1000 Skopje, Republic of Macedonia

and isolated compounds determined diverse biological activitjes including anti-inflammatory
and antihepatotoxic activity. Cucurbitacin B from Ecballium elaterium has 5 significant antj-
inflammatory activity and preventive and Curative effects against (Cl4-induced hepatotoxicity.
lmmunomodulatory activity was observed on Cucurbitacin E isolated from Echallium elaterium,
Squirting cucumber containing various Cucurbitacins, which cause diarrhea and enteritis, |n the
ancient world it was considered to be an abortifacient. Fchalljum elaterium extract may have the
potential to induce genotoxicity, allergic reactions, rena| and heart failure, keratoconjunctivits
and well-defined edematous areas in the eyes,
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