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SOME CONFRONTING ETHICAL WORLDVIEWS
IN THE CULTURE-WAR IN AMERICA

Marija-Emilija Kukubajska
University Gotse Delchev Shtip, Republic of Macedonia
marija.kukubajska@ugd.edu.mk, maria_kubaiska@yahoo.com

Traditional versus relativistic secular ethical values are core issues in the culture war of the
20-21st c. America. Value systems are polluted with dilemmas and controversies which
create antagonism in the educational, cultural and social dynamics. Drastic changes in
human values and ethics in the American social, cultural and educational context encounter
these opposing views which seem to be challenged by increasingly multi-cultural, and
atheist components, due to ethnic, racial, religious and social diversities. Teaching values
through ethics in the American public schools in particular, is seldom a part of the
curriculum and it is increasingly void of Judeo-Christian references (which have been the
founding philosophy of the United States). It is evident that Non-Christian worldviews are
aggressively substituting traditional “founding fathers” belief systems, and philosophies of
the Western civilization. Relativism, in concordance with atheism and the New-Age thought,
continues to interpret and implement secular human “values” through education and the
media, presenting them unrelated to ethical principles and norms, but as mere situational
codes of behavior, or relativistic and personal reaction and decision making on issues of
human conduct. Liberal options “leave the students almost no option “but deliberate their
attitude towards issues, and other human beings, based primarily on intimate, individual,
emphatic experience or biased antagonism and intolerance against opposing views, instead
of leaving an inclusive choice for integrated traditional ethical values that passed the tests of
sustainability and universal human validity.
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