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EDUCATLION

i
L

JNE'turingf D'emocrac{y’ Throug’li Education

ducation and the right o be edu-

cated are esseniial for under-

staniding among people. With the
advent ol globalisation and democratisa-
tion of societies, it should be recopnized
that in order to reacl this understanding,
the universalily of human rights should
he harmonized with the diversity of cul-
tures. Human rights education must be
ronted in the cultural traditions of sociat-
tes and in accordance with the principles
adoptad in the Universal Declaration of
Human Kights which states that: “Fy-
eryone has the right to education. . .and
education shall promote understanding,
tolerance und friendship among all pa-
tions, rucial and religious groups.”

‘Lhe main concepr in the Declaration
stipulates that education should net aim
only at preparing professional workers,
bur also ar contributing to developinent
of individual communication skills in 2
jusl suciety, Bducation s seen as a mean
af empovwering people, t improve the
qualicy ul their life, and o inurease thelr
capucity in the decision-making pro

cesses, thus leading o improvement of

social, cultaral, and economic policies.

The third President of the United States
and a powerful advocate of liberly and
democracy, Thomas Jellerson was quot-
ed to have said: ""Lnlighten the people
penerally and tyranny and oppression
ot hith mind and body will vanish like
evil spirils at the dawn of day.” 1s thers
any better way to enlighten peopls than
offering them equal access 1o good and
qualitative education? The answer is
mare than obvious!

Macedonia: A case study
The Bepuklic of Macedonia, located in
the South Westem parl of Europe, 15 a

multiethnic country. From the time of

proclamation of independence n 19491
till now, all the government’s efforts

have been atmed at meeting the criteria
and standards of the Europsan Union,
with one goal in mind - faster infegra-
tion of the country nto a United Furope.
In the past 16 years a number of retorms
were undertaken in all spheres of life.
Significant refurms were also catried
out in the cducation sector.

Many subjects oftered in primary and
secandary schools have been revised.
Last vear, primary educslion was up-
sraded from grade cight to ninth grade.
Cmphasis has been place on practical
suhjects in the secondury schools. At
the University level, pecessary sleps

are being taken lo ensure that by 2010
Macedonia will be part ol'the 7" Europe-
an University Space”™. By then, degrees
issued by pniversitios in Macedonia will
be recognised by all EUT member-state.
It is expected that this year the couniry's
Cunstitution will be amended to make
secondary education mandacory. Cur-
rently, omly the primary schoot is com-
pulsory.

I the past few years emphasis has been
placed on three major issues: Citizens
educalion, Information Communication

‘lechnelosy and Lifelong learning.

The country is expecled to benefit from
the civic cducation and education in de-
mocracy as parl of the cumiculum at all
levels of school systemn, especially at the
tertiury level, The inclusion of these -
saes o the education system is aimed ul
strengthening the county’s democracy,
This will cnable the permancnl pro-
motion of the democralic principles of
mutual respect and recognition, Conse-
guently, these values will become pait
ot the lile of the present and future gen-
eraiions,

[T iz playing an impoctant role in these
expected benefits, The country is fully
utilizing ICT in a posilive way. Today’s
world is rapidly becoming digitally ac
ceszible and with [T educarion there will
be greawer unpact. The imporlance of
Cknowing how o acquire information”
is prevailing over hnowing intorma-
tion™ The I'T revelution is well ondel-
way and is having an enonmous social
al econemic impact on Macedonia.

The implementation of TT hus the poten-
tial of accomplishing a betier symmetry
in information dissemination. This will
redice the visk of exclusivily of knowl-
edge m‘i}'nemhip, which can often dete-
riorate into unfair dissemination. This
is of particelar importance in a multi-
ethnie, multi-lingual, and multi-cuttural
society, such as Macedonia, where any
misinterpretation can cause intolerance.

[t the past, access to Internet in Muce-
donia was available only to a privileged
group or mdividuals, Those individuals
received  hige performance unprove-
menl potential in their work place, par-
ticularly in the public sector, and in their
everyday life as citizens. Unfortunately,
the information gap was misused and
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manipulated for a long time by the po-
litical elite, 1o nurnire stereoivpes and
‘prejudices,

By making Inlomel service available
the cilizens now have access o “foth
and exclusive histovical facts™ than pro-
viously made available by the polin-
cal crreles. In this waz. it is hoped that
stereotypes and misperceplions, will he
cradicated,

Aboul 3300 compulers have been in-
stalled in all primary and secondary
schools in Macedonia and all of them
are linked (o wircless Tnternet service,
This year, schools in Macedonia will
starl & project called “Computer for ev-
ety child™ Presently, universitics are in-
ter-connected with their ICT networks.
This is aimued at facilitating the Teaming
of Tangnages and conducling joint re-
search.

The installation ol [owemet in schaols
and universitizs has resulied inoa full
in the price of Internet services in the
country, As such there has been a grear
increase in the accessibility of loternel
for the entire population. [n this wagy,
the benelits of available information
from different sources are spread coun-
trywide,

Lifelong learning

Dieveloping lilelong leamers is central
Loy the mission of higher institutions in
Macedonia. By ensuring that individu-
als have the inrellectual ahility to reason
and think eritically, and by helping them
constrict a framewaorls to “learn how o
learn™, uwniversilies in Macedonia arc
laying a foundation for their students to
be informed citizens and members of
communities”,

The importance of quality education
has been identified. In the context of
higher education, the issue should be
viewed in broader terms, or as a factor

that guaranties sceurale cupacities of the
mstitutions that are to successfully carry
out the burden of democratisation in a
mulli-cthoic socisty,

Upiversilies are g public good and a
public rzsponstbilily, and thus have the
important abligation of miering slo-
clemiy i he good citizens,

Universities mmsl ensore thal students
arc taught not enly with the expertise
{rum he specific field of study, bur they
should be equipped with the skills and
ahility 1o live according 1o democratic
principles. As fumire leaders, students
shoulbd be the leading foree in adopting
new societal valoes such as democracy
and tolerance.

Therefore, it is recognize that with such
capacities i place, the conmtry can pro-
mate and be parl ol unified Furope, not
only from the sconomic, bul also from
the civilization and culmire aspects. The
university environment ftselt must pro-
mole a climate of human righis, under-
standing, and equality among students,
In that respect, higher educalion must be
provided in a way that respects the dig-
nity of each stadenl und enahles them to
express their views [reely as well as par-
ticipale fully in academic work.

Fethinking and revising tertiary educa-
liem i Burope mainly invalves a elear
focus on the development of knowledge,
skills, perspectivis and values related to
sustainability. The Bologna Process, the
Luropean Higher Education Area and
the BEuropean Eesearch Area dominare
the agenda in Buropean couniries.

The Bologna Declaration states that a
“Eurape of Knowledre™ is an important
tactor for social and human growth, an
indispensable component to coasolidare
and enrich the European cilizenship,
capable of giving ils citzens the nec-
easary competencies o the challenges

of the new millennium, wgether with
an awareness ol shared values and be-
lemgzing tooa common social and cultaral -
space. The Bologna provess is not only
about strectures, such as degree systems,
recognilion and quality assurance, hut it
also valves g social dimension.

Education and educational institntions
have atole in the development ol slabla,
peaceful and democratic societics. This
process 2 therefore nol only an aca-
demic, or anly an econamic issne, hur it
also bas u very strong social and cultural
dimension. [Lshould be recognized that
the political support and international
recommendations are nol sulficient for
achieving Lhis poal.

Among olhers, it requires the dedication
of the academic clite, who should nol
only mainstream these norms in day-to-
day activities, hut also by providing per-
sonal example in their social life, since
they are nol only mentars, but role mod-
els for students,

Experts see the benefit of this from the
perspective of huilding the capacity of
the communilics. Consequently, they
perecive this as an opportunity to en-
hance the capacity of Lthe state and in
general ity ntellectual polentials. They
recognize that this is the only way that
guarantees zound [oundation for sus-
tainable development and the demo-
eratic progress of the society, According
to Lhem, it 15 only o these terms that
Macedonia will be an equal part of the
now systemn of values that guarantees
economic development, harmony, and
social cohesion.
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