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This year we mark 120 years since the publication of the book "Materials on the Study of
Macedonia" by Gjorce Petrov. Gjorce Petrov (1865-1921) is known as a teacher, journalist,
historian, ideologist and a revolutionary. He was also ageographer,although he is not so re-
membered by it.

Gjorce, was educated in Prilep, Bitola, Solun (Thessaloniki) and Plovdiv. He was a teacher
in Stip (1886-1887), in Skopje, Egzarchis Pedagogical School (1888-1891). He was a profes-
sor in Bitola - Bitola High School (1891-1895). At one poin the served as a school inspector in
Bitola and the region. As a professor he taught in exarches Male High School in Solun (1895-
1897).

In his early memories Simon Radev, a student in the Bitola High School noted the following
for Gjorce Petrov: "Gjorce Petrov was our professor of geography in Bulgarian and French. But
the lessons in geography were very entertaining. From him we have embraced the idea about
the limit so four homeland "(Radev: 1969, p. 195)

The important thing about Macedonian geography is that, in 1896, or exactly 120 years
ago, in the printing press V'lkovin Sofia, Gjorce Petrov published his book "Materials on the
Study of Macedonia" (the original title of "Mamepuanu no usyygaHuemo Ha MakedoHus"), an
extensive book of 734 pages. The book is a comprehensive scientific monograph devoted to
the study of Macedoniain the field of geography, economics, ethnography, ethnology, history,
linguistics, etc. The content of the book is divided in to four main sections:

1) Orography of Skopje and Bitola, which gives a detailed description of landscapes,
mountains and valleys with their directions, branching and characteristics;

2) Hydrography — description of rivers, river basin sand lakes;

3) Travel connections - a list of traffic, road and rail links and the conditions for traffic and
travel;

4) Topography - a comprehensive and detailed description of the geography, economy —
manufacturing and trade, life, language, customs and history of the people in the villages and
towns of Tetovo and Gostivar, Kichevo, Skopje, Kumanovo, Kratovo, Kriva Palanka, Kocani
with Pijanec (Delchevo) and Maleshevo (Berovo), Stip, Radovis and Lerin.

These four main sections are further divided into separate chapters devoted to plant life,
water, roads, population, economic relations, manufacturing, agriculture, trade ties and oppor-
tunities, traditions, customs, costumes, speech and dialects, means of transport, layout archi-
tecture and arrangement of houses, streets, villages and towns in the respective areas. Alt-
hough the book is primarily aimed at the study of the Skopje Sandzak (province of Skopje), it
also contains a huge part of full or partial data and information on the study and research of



nearly all of today's Republic of Macedonia and parts of the Aegean and Pirin Macedonia or
ethnic Macedonia.

Overall, the book represents first and foremost a Geography of Macedonia, and then every-
thing else. After the publishing, the book was well accepted in Macedonia, especially by the
revolutionaries in the Macedonian Revolutionary Organization, who used it as a guide to get
familiarized with the are a soft heir action. With the publication of this book, we rightly consider
Gjorce Petrov as the first geographer who wrote a book on geographical Macedonia or the
Geography of Macedonia. Please note, that despite the book "Materials on the Study of Mace-
donia", Gjorce Petrov also wrote Memories and published several articles with geographical
issues (migration, population, economy, etc.).

According to the above, it can be concluded that despite GjorcePetrov being a professor,
historian, journalist, revolutionary and ideologist of MRO, he was definitely also a geographer.

Despite Gjorce Petrov we will also mention part of the forerunners of Macedonian geogra-
phy, there formers, such as Kuzman Shapkarev (Macedonian text book writer, who in 1868
wrote the first Geography - textbook " A Brief Description of the Earth for Small Children"), Jor-
dan Hadzi Konstantinov - Giant (who made the first meteorological measurements of Macedo-
nia and advocates for Macedonia and the national Macedonian language), reformer and revo-
lutionary Georgi Pulevski (who in his "General History of the Macedonian Slavs" gives geo-
graphical descriptions), then revolutionaries DameGruev (who in 1898 taught geography and
drawing in the Bitola exarches high school), Nikola Petrov Rusinski (who finished military
school, and in his Memoirs says that he took exams in geography and history, and gave excel-
lent geographical descriptions of the boundaries, population and settlements in Macedonia),
Krste Misirkov (who in the book "On the Macedonian Matters" vividly describes the ethnogra-
phy and geography of Macedonia and the geopolitics towards Macedonia), Dimitri Cupovski
(the first Macedonian cartographer who produced and published the first etnogeographic map
of Macedonia), and a number of other revolutionaries who in the irmemories not edmany geo-
graphic data for Macedonia — regarding nature, population, settlements, industryetc.’

Figure 1: Gjorce Petrov in 1895, 1903 and 1920.

"Excerpt from the book in preparation with the working title "The Geography in the Books and the Memories of
Macedonian Reformists and Revolutionaries" and "Development of Geography and Geographers in Bitola and its
Surroundings."
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Figure 2: Cover of the book from 1896 year. Cover of the Macedonian translation in 2014.

In 2013, the president of the association "Uniqueness Macedonia" Mario Sarevski, Master
of Geopolitics from the Charles University in Prague, noticed the significance of this book hav-
ing received a copy of the book. He then decided to translate, edit and published it in Macedo-
nian language in 2014. The translation of the original text of the book "Materials on the Study of
Macedonia" was fully and truly translated in 484 pages and published in 200 copies, with modi-
fications and amendments to certain names of geographical places (toponyms), names of peo-
ple or ethnic and religious communities and names of occupations, trades, businesses and
land measures with names, terms and words which are currently accepted in wide use and
political correctness in public, and with the sole purpose of better understanding for the current
Macedonian reader. These changes are very small and close to the original, with no influence
and no change on the authenticity, originality, sense, truth and the then historical context of the
book. It is much easier to capture the then historical momentum immortalized in this priceless
book with the use of modern language and terms.

Translated in Macedonia the book is in tended to be widely disseminated and used in sci-
ence (geography, history, ethnography, etc.), education, tourism, art, culture and contemporary
public life in the country. In this regard the main purpose of the book is to serve as a manual,
textbook, source and guide: in teaching of geography and history, ethnology, language, folk-
lore, economy, architecture, traffic, to be the guide for student and independent sight seeing
tours, tourist and mountain tours etc.



In fact, this text is a double celebration: 120t anniversary of the first editlon but also popu-
larizing the Macedonian translation of the book as a revival and active use of the book as a
guide for comparative research and study of the geography of Macedonia.
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l'opvHaBa ce HaspluyBaaT 120 rofiHI of U3naBarbeTo Ha kHurata ,Matepujanu 3a uyuy-
Barbe Ha MakenoHuja“ o ['opye Metpos. Bo Halwata Hayka 3a ['opye MeTpos (1865-1921) ce
BENnM geka bun yuuten - npodecop, Ny6nAmumMcT, ctopuyap, MAEonor 1 peBoNyLMOHep, a npu-
T0a ce 3abopasa aeka bun u reorpad.

['opue, ce wkonysan Bo Mpunen, Butona, ConyH 1 Bo Mnosaus. Bun yunten go Litun
(1886-1887), Bo Ckomje Bo Erzapxuckoto negarowko yuunuwte (1888-1891). bBun npodecop
B0 butona — Gutonckara nporumHasuja (1891-1895), a Bo eaeH nepnog 6un 1 yYnnnLWTEH UH-
cnektop Bo butona n 6utoncko. Kako npocecop npeaasan u Bo Ersapxuckata Maluka rMmHa-
3unja Bo ConyH (1895-1897).

Bo ceouTe ,Panu cnomern”, CumoH Pades, yuernk Bo BuTonckaTta nporuMHasuja, 3a [ opue
MeTpoB, ro 3abenexan cneaHoto: ,/'opye Mempos Hu Beuwe npoghecop no 2eozpacuja, no by-
2apcKu U hpaHuycku jasuk....Ho nekyuume no eeoepacgpuja He npuenekysaa. O0 He2o Hue up-
nesme edHa udeja 3a npedenume Ha Hawama mamkosuHa...” (Pages: 1969, 195)

3a MakepoHckaTa reorpadvja HajBaxkHo € Toa aeka, Bo 1896 rogmHa, unm TouHo npeg 120
roavHK, BO neyaTHuUaTa B'nkoseo Codbuja, ['opye MeTpoB ja u3nasa kHurata ,Mamepujanu 3a
usydysare Ha MakedoHuja“(coHacnoB Ha opuruHanot ,Mamepuanu no usyyeaHuemo Ha
MakedoHus*)obemMHa kHura op 734 cTpaHu. KHurata e onwmpeH HayyeH MoHorpadcku Tpya
nocBeTeH Ha npoyyyBaweTo Ha MakenoHuja og obrnacta Ha reorpacujata, eKOHOMMWjaTa,
eTHorpadmjaTa, eTHomnorujaTa, uctopujata, IMHrBMCTMKaTa, reoctparerujata u cn. CogpxuH-
CKW KHWUraTa e nogeneHa Bo Yetupu rnasHu aenosu: 1) Oporpadmja Ha Ckoncko n butoncko
BO KOj Ce [aBa AeTasieH OnucC Ha penjedoT, NNaHnHUTE U KOTAIMHWTE CO NPaBLMTE Ha HUBHOTO
npoTerare, pasrpaHyBarwe W 0cobeHocTn; 2) Xudpoepaduja— ONUC HA PeKuUTe, peyvHnUTe
CnuBoBM 1 e3epa; 3) lNamHu epcku — onuc Ha coobpakajHUTe, NaTHUTE W XKEeNe3HUYKNTE BPCKU
Kako 1 YCNOBMTE 3a OfiBMBAHE Ha coobpaKajoT 1 naTyBaweTo; 4) Tonoepaguja — ONLLMPEH W
[eTaneH onuc Ha reorpadmjarta, ekoHOMMjaTa — MPOM3BOACTBOTO M TProBuwjaTa, XWBOTOT,
rOBOPOT, HOCMWTE U UCTOpWjaTa Ha HACeNEHNeTo BO Cenarta 1 rpagoBuTe BO TETOBCKO M [OC-
TuBapcko, Knuyescko, Ckoncko, KymaHoscko, KpaTtoscko, KpueonanaHeuko, KouaHcko co [Muja-
Heu, (denuescko) n Manewescko (beposcko), Ltuncko, PagoBuLuko 1 JlepuHcko.

OBue YeTnpu rMaBHW 4EenoBK NoHaTamy Ce MOAENEHN Ha OAAEMNHU fnaBy W nornaeja noc-
BETEHW Ha PaCTUTENHMOT CBET, BOAWTE, NaTuLITaTa, HAaCeNeHNEeTO, CTONAHCKUTE OAHOCH, Npo-
W3BOLCTBOTO, 3eMjOAENCTBOTO, TPrOBCKUTE BPCKM W MOXHOCTH, NpeaaHujaTta, obuyaute, Hocu-
uTe, rOBOPOT M HapedjaTa, CpeacTBaTa 3a coobpakaj, M3rnegoT, apxuTekTypata W ypeay-
BaKETO Ha KyKUTE, ynuuuTe, cenata 1 rpagoBuTe BO COOABETHUTE npeaenu obnactu. Knurata
NaKo e NPBEHCTBEHO HACOYEeHa KOH M3ydyBake Ha TorawHuoT Ckoncku caHuak (og Ckonckuot
BMINAET) COAPXW OrpoMeH Opoj Ha LeNnocHM unu AenyMHU nogatoun W uHgopmauun 3a




NpOyYyBakeTO M UCTPaXYBaHETO Ha peyncy Lena geHelwHa Penybnvka Makegoxwja u geno-
Bu of Erejcka u MNpuHcka ogHOCHO eTHIYKa MakeaoHuja.

['eHeparHo 3eMeHo, kHUraTa BO OCHOBa € l'eorpaduja Ha MakeoHuja, a noToa ceTo ocTa-
HaTo.

Mo n3neryBaweTO Of neyart, kHurata 6una fobpo npudpateHa Bo MakeaoHuja, a ocobeHo
Of CTpaHa Ha peBonyumoHepuTe Bo MakedoHCKa peBONYUMOHEPHA OpraHu3aumja, kou ja ko-
puCTEne Kako NpupayHuK 3a 3anosHaBare Ha obrnacTute Bo Kou AejcTysarne. Co u3gaBakbeTo
Ha 0Baa KHMra, co NpaBo MoxeMe [opye MeTpoB a ro cMeTame 3a NpB reorpad Koj Hanuiwan
reorpadpcka kHura 3a Makegonwja nim leorpacdhmja Ha MakegoHwja. HanomHysame geka no-
kpaj kHurata ,Matepujanu 3a usydysare Ha Makegonuja“, 'opye Metpos Hanuwan Cnomenm
1 06jaBun HEKONKy cTaTum co reorpadcka npobnemaTtiika (3a Murpaumum, 3a Hacenexume, cTo-
NaHCTBOTO U CI1.).

Cnopef; norope U3HECEHOTO, KOHCTaTupaMe Aeka [opye MeTpos nokpaj npoghecop, ucmo-
puyap, nybnuyucm, pesosnyyuoHep u udeosoe Ha MPO, bun u reorpad.

Bo npunor Ha makegoHckaTa reorpadmjata Bo XIX u noyetokoT Ha XX Bek 61 ro gopane u
cneaHoro. Mokpaj 'opye MeTpoB, ke cnomeHeme Aen of npeTxogHuLUMTE Ha MakedoHckata
reorpaduja, kako wTo ce npepoabenuumute KyamaH LLlankapes (MakedoHCKU y4ebHUKap, Koj 80
1868 20duHa Hanuwarn u npea 2eoepachuja - y4ebHuK ,Kpamko onuwyeare Ha 3emjama 3a
manu Oeua“), JopaaH Xayu KoHcTaHTMHOB — LIMHOT (Koj Hanpasum npsu memeoponowKu
Mmepera 80 MakedoHuja u ce 3a3ema 3a mepumopujama Ha MakedoHuja u HapodHuom
MakeJOHCKU ja3uK), MpepoaBeHnKoT 1 peBonyLmMonep [opfi MyneBcku (koj 6o ceojama
,CrnagjaHcko - MmakedoHCka onwima ucmopuja®, 0aga U eeoepagpcku onucu), notoa
pesonyumroHepute [lame pyes (koj 80 bumorsnckama ea3apxucka eumHa3uja 6o 1898 eoduHa
npedasan 2eoepaghuja u uypmarse), Hukona Metpos PycuHckn (koj 3a8puiun nodogpuuepcka
Wwkorna, u 8o cgoume CnomeHu 36opysa deka nonazan ucnum no 2eoepadpuja u ucmopuja, u
3abenexan 00NuUYHU eeoepaghcku onucu 3a npedenume, HaceneHuemo U Hacenbume 60
MakedoHuja), Kpcte [MetkoB MucupkoB (koj 60 kHueama ,3a MakedoHckume pabomu®,
criukosumo Qasa onuc 3a emHozpahujama u 2eoepaghujama Ha MakeOoHuja, HO U 3a
eeononumukama koH MakedoHuja), Qumutpuja Yynosckn (npe makedoHCKU kapmozpad, Koj ja
uspabomun u objasun npeama emHozeoepacpcka kapma Ha MakedoHuja), kako W nnejaga
ApYrvi PeBONYLIMOHEPM KOW BO CBOUTE CNOMeHM 3abenexane MHOry reorpadckv nogatoum 3a
MakefoHuja — 3a NpupoAaTa, HaceNneHMeTo, Hacenbute, CTONAHCTBOTO UTH.2

L =S 5

. ~3

Crwka 1: Fopue Metpos Bo 1895 1., Bo 1903 1. 1 1920 T.

2)\3BafoKk 0f KHUTUTE BO MOATOTOBKA CO paboTeH HacnoB: ,feorpadmjaTa BO KHUTUTE M CTIOMEHUTE Ha Make/oH-
ck1Te npepoabeHnLm 1 peonyumoHepn”, u ,Pa3Boj Ha reorpadujata u reorpacute Bo butona n Butoncko“.
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Crnuka 2: Kopuua Ha kHurata og 1896 r. n Kopuua Ha MakegoHckvoT npesog Bo 2014 roguHa.

Bo 2013 roauHa BO CMNET Ha OKOMHOCTM BaXHOCTA Ha OBaa KHUra ja cornega npetceaarte-
noT Ha 3apyxeHuneTo ,EanHcTBeHa MakegoHuja“,Mapwo LWapescku, Maructep no reononntiika
Ha KapnosuoT YHuBep3uTeT Bo [para, Koj Jobun ¢hoTokonuja Ha KHurata 1 ucrata ja npese-
ae, ypean 1 usgaae Ha makedoHcky jasuk Bo 2014 roguHa. MNpeBoaoT Ha OpUriHANHUOT TEKCT
Ha kHurata ,Matepujanu 3a u3ydyBare Ha MakenoHuja“ BO LenocT 1 BykBanHo e npeeeaeHa 1
oTneyateHa Bo obem of 484 cTpaHu 1 e u3nageHa Bo Tupax of camo 200 npumepouu, co
Manu M3MEHM W MONPaBkM Ha OAPEAEHM WMWHa Ha reorpadickute Mecta (TOMOHUMUTE),
MMV Ha HApOAM OAHOCHO ETHUYKM U BEPCKW 3a€OHULM 1 UMWHA HA 3aHMMakba, 3aHaeTw,
CTONAHCKM AEJHOCTN M 3EMJULLHN MEPKM CO UMUHA, TEPMUHM 11 36OPOBM KOM CE AEHEC OMLUITO-
npudaTeHn BO LLMPOKa ynoTpeba u MonuThYKa KOPEKTHOCT BO jaBHOCTA, @ CO AMHCTBEHA Lien
nonecHo pasbupatbe Ha AeHelWwHWoT yutaten og MakegoHuja. OBue U3MEHU Ce MHOTY Manu 1
BHMUMaTENHO coobpa3eHun fa He BNWjaaT 1 Aa He ja NpoOMeHaT BepOgOCTOjHOCTa, OpUriHaNHO-
CTa, CMUCaTa, BUCTUHMTOCTA M CaMWUOT TOralleH WCTOPUCKM KOHTEKCT Kora € MULyBaHa KHi-
raTa, CO Lief MHOry NOMecHO CO AEHELLEH jasuk 1 CMIUCNa Aa Ce JONOBW TOrallHMOT UCTOPUCKM
MOMEHTYM 0BEKOBEYEH BO OBaa beclLieHeTa KHura.

lMpeBegeHaTta kHurataMma HameHa fa ce pacnpocTpaHu BO LWKpoka ynoTpeba Bo HaykaTa
(reorpacbuja, uctopuja, etHorpadmja v ci.), 06pa3oBaHNETO, TYPU3MOT, YMETHOCTA, KyNTypaTa
BO jaBHOCTa 1 COBPEMEHOTO XBeer-e B0 Penybnuka MakegoHuja. Bo Toj ogHoc rnaeHata uen
€ KHUraTa a Cnyxu Kako npupayHuk, nomarano, M3sop 1 BOAMY BO paMKW Ha: HacTaeata no
reorpacmja 1 ucTopuwja, eTHomorujata, jasukoT, (DONKIOPOT, eKOHOMUjaTa, apXuUTekTypaTa,
coobpakajoT, Aa 6uae BOAWY NPU YHEHUYKUTE U CAMOCTOJHUTE EKCKYP3UM U3NETH, TYPUCTUYKM
TYPW U NAAHUHCKUTE NOXOAM UTH.



Bnpouem 1 0Boj TEKCT € CO ABOEH NOBOA oabenexysare Ha jybunejot 120 roguHn og np-
BOTO W3[aHWe HO, W Nonyrapuavpare Ha MakedoOHCKMOT NPeBOZ Ha KHUrata Kako OXvBYBaHe
W BUCTMHCKA HaMeHa 3a akTMBHO KOPUCTEH-e Ha KHUraTa kako naTenuceH Boguy 3a cnopenbe-
HO UCTpaxyBatbe 1 U3ydyBare Ha reorpadujata Ha MakegoHuja.
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